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NoTE TO PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


THE copyright pictures, Joseph Sold into Slavery, The Raising of 
Jairus’s Daughter, Christ's Entry into Jerusalem, and others in 
the same series, may be had (36 inches by 25 inches in size), 
mounted on canvas and beautifully coloured, from the Sunday 
School Union, 57 and 59 Ludgate Hill, E.C., at very low prices 
(1s. 4d. to 3s. 6d. each). The rest of the pictures are included 
by permission of the holders of the copyright. Large repro- 
ductions of Daniel in the Den of Lions and The Lost Sheep are 
to be bought from art dealers. Post Card reproductions of 
“Victory, O Lord!” are to be had at the Art Gallery, Man- 
chester ; and a few mounted copies of Jesus and the Children 
at the Whitworth Institute, Manchester. 


“THE YOUNG PEOPLE'S BIBLE” (ready Easter, 1913) 
will be in two Editions: a Family and Presentation Edition at 
2s. 6d. net, and a Day and Sunday School Edition at 1s. net. 
The School Edition of ‘THE BIBLE FOR CHILDREN” will 
be ready at the same time ; also 1s. net. 


TOSBOY AND GIRL READERS 
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‘sae Bible stories were written long ago, and 

most of them were told many times before 
they were written. 

In some of them we are told about things that 
really happened. They show us how people 
lived, and what they did. Others are stories with 
a meaning, written to teach us something. These 
are sometimes called ‘“‘ sermon stories’; more 
often we call them “ parables.” 

Many clever people have been at work for a 
long time, studying the Bible and learning all they 
can about the lives and history of people of olden 
time. Strange libraries containing books of baked 
brick have been found buried under the sand in the 
ruins of ancient cities. Monuments of stone have 
also been discovered. Learned men have puzzled 
out the curious alphabets and are able to read 
what is written on these bricks and monuments. 
Sometimes they tell about the same places and 
even the same people that the Bible tells of. There 
will be pictures of some of these in The Young 
People’s Bible. 
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The Bible from which these stories are taken 
is in many ways the most wonderful book in the 
world. It has gone all over the world. Parts of it 
have been translated into six hundred different 
languages. Many of the world’s books and pictures 
and much of its music have come from the Bible 
story. And wherever the Bible has been read, 
people have been made happier, and children’s 
lives have been brighter. The stories are given 
in so few words that much that happened is not 
told us. But enough is always told for us to be 
able to find a meaning that is good and true. 

If you miss any favourite stories from this book, 
please remember that another book of Bible stories 
will be ready for you when you have gone through 
these. But do not hurry with these. They are 
the same stories, told in the same words, which 
people everywhere have loved. Though they are 
chosen verse by verse, they are given in the very 
words of the Bible. Only a word is changed now 
and then to make the meaning easier, for, as you 
know, it is three hundred years since this trans- 
lation which we call the Authorised Version was 
made. 


For the insertion of the illustrations the Editor 
is under direct and gratefully acknowledged obliga- 
tion to Mrs. Woodgate of Felsted, Ealing, W. 
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STORIES FROM 
Toh OED Ths TAMENT 


1B 
GOD CREATES THE EARTH AND MAN. 


1. THe BrsLe StToRY OF THE CREATION: 
THE SEVEN “ Days.” 


N the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth. 
And the earth was without form, and void; and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the 
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 


And God said, “‘ Let there be light ’’: and there 
was light. 

And God saw the light, that it was good: and God 
divided the light from the darkness. And God called 
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 

And the evening and the morning were the first 
day. 
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And God said, “‘ Let there be a firmament in the 
midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters 
from the waters.’ And God made the firmament, 
and divided the waters which were under the 
firmament from the waters which were above 
the firmament : and it was so. And God called 
the firmament Heaven. 

And the evening and the morning were the 
second day. 


And God said, “‘ Let the waters under the heaven 
be gathered together unto one place, and let the 
dry land appear”: and it was so. And God 
called the dry land Earth; and the gathering 
together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw 
that it was good. 

And God said, “‘ Let the earth bring forth grass, 
the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding 
fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the 
earth’: and it was so. And the earth brought 
forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, 
and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, 
after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 

And the evening and the morning were the 
third day. 


And God said, “ Let there be lights in the firma- 
ment of the heaven to divide the day from the 
night ; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, 
and for days, and years: and let them be for 
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lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light 
upon the earth’: and it was so. And God made 
two great lights; the greater light to rule the 
day, and the lesser light to rule the night : he made 
the stars also. And God set them in the firmament 
of the heaven to give light upon the earth, and to 
rule over the day and over the night, and to divide 
the light from the darkness: and God saw that it 
was good. 

And the evening and the morning were the 
fourth day. 


And God said, “Let the waters bring forth 
abundantly the moving creature that hath life, 
and fowl that may fly above the earth in the 
open firmament of heaven.” And God created 
great whales, and every living creature that moveth, 
which the waters brought forth abundantly, after 
their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: 
and God saw that it was good. And God blessed 
them, saying, “ Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the 
watersin theseas, and let fowl multiply in the earth.” 

And the evening and the morning were the fifth 
day. 

And God said, “ Let the earth bring forth the 
living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping 
thing, and beast of the earth after his kind”: and 
it was so. And God made the beast of the earth 
after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every 
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thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: 
and God saw that it was good. 


2. Toe CREATION OF MAN: THE GARDEN 
oF EDEN. 


And God said, “‘ Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness: and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 
air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and 
over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth.” So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God created he him; male and 
female created he them. And God blessed them, 
and God said unto them, “Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl 
of the air, and over every living thing that moveth 
upon the earth.” 


And God saw every thing that he had made, and, 
behold, it was very good. 

And the evening and the morning were the sixth 
day. 


Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, 
and all the host of them. 

And on the seventh day God ended his work 
which he had made; and he rested on the seventh 
dayffirom all his work which he had made. And 
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God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: 
because that in it he had rested from all his work 
which God created and made. 


And the Lorp God planted a garden eastward in 
Eden; and there he put the man whom he had 
formed. 

And out of the ground made the Lorp God to 
grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and 
good for food; the tree of life also in the midst 
of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil. And a river went out of Eden to water 
the garden. 


And the Lorp God took the man [Adam], and 
put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to 
keep it. And the Lorp God commanded the man, 
saying, “ Of every tree of the garden thou mayest 
freely eat : but of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day 
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” 


And the Lorp God said, “ It is not good that the 
man should be alone; I will make him an help meet 
for him.”” And Adam called his wife’s name, Kve. 


3. Tur Fatu. Gop’s VoIcE IN THE GARDEN. 


Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast 
of the field which the Lorp God had made. And he 
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said unto the woman, “ Yea, hath God said, “ Ye 
shall not eat of every tree of the garden * ? ” 

And the woman said unto the serpent, “ We 
may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden : 
but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst 
of the garden, God hath said, ‘ Ye shall not eat of it, 
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.’ ” 

And the serpent said unto the woman, “ Ye shall 
not surely die: for God doth know that in the day 
ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and 
ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” 

And. when the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and 
a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of 
the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto 
her husband with her; and he did eat. 


And they heard the voice of the Lorp God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and 
Adam and his wife hid themselves from the pre- 
sence of the Lorp God amongst the trees of the 
garden. 

And the Lorp God called unto Adam, and said 
unto him, “ Where art thou 2 ”’ 

And he said, “I heard thy voice in the garden, 
and I was afraid.” 

And he said, “ Hast thou eaten of the tree, 
whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest 
not eat ?”’ 
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Therefore the Lorp God sent him forth from the 
garden of Eden. And he placed at the east of the 
garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword 
which turned every way, to keep the way of the 
tree of life. 


4. Tur Story oF Cain AND ABEL, THE First 
Sons oF ADAM AND Eve. 


Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller 
of the ground. 

And in process of time it came to pass, that 
Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offer- 
ing unto the Lorp. And Abel, he also brought 
of the firstlings of his flock. 

And the Lorp had respect unto Abel and to his 
offering : but unto Cain and to his offering he had 
not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his 
countenance fell. 

And the Lorp said unto Cain, “‘ Why art thou 
wroth ? and why is thy countenance fallen? I 
thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted 2 ”’ 


And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and 
it came to pass, when they were in the field, 
that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and 
slew him. 


And the Lorp said unto Cain, “ Where is Abel 
thy brother ? ” 
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And he said, “I know not: am I my brother’s 
keeper ? ” 

And he said, ‘‘ What hast thou done? the 
voice of thy brother’s blood crieth unto me from 
the ground. And now art thou cursed from the 
earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy 
brother’s blood from thy hand. A fugitive and a 
vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.” 

And Cain said unto the Lorp, “ My punishment 
is greater than I can bear.” 

And Cain went out from the presence of the Lorn, 
and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden. 


Le 
NOAH, THE ARK, AND THE RAINBOW. 


5. NoAH AND THE ARK. 


AND God saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth. But Noah found grace in the 
eyes of the Lorn. 

And God said unto Noah, “‘ Make thee an ark 
of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the 
ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with 
pitch. A window shalt thou make to the ark ; 
and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side 
thereof ; with lower, second, and third stories shalt 
thou make it. 
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“ And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of 
waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein 
is the breath of life. But with thee will I establish 
my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, 
thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ 
wives with thee. And of every living thing of all 
flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the 
ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be 
male and female. Of fowls after their kind, and of 
cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of 
the earth after his kind, two of every sort shall 
come unto thee, to keep them alive. And take 
thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou 
shalt gather it to thee ; and it shall be for food for 
thee, and for them.” 

And Noah did according unto all that the Lorp 
commanded him. And Noah was six hundred 
years old when the flood of waters was upon the 
earth. And Noah went in, and his sons, and his 
wife, and his sons’ wives with him, into the ark, 
because of the waters of the flood. And the flood 
was forty days upon the earth; and the waters 
increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lifted 
up above the earth. And every living substance . 
was destroyed which was upon the face of the 
ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping 
things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were 
destroyed from the earth : and Noah only remained 
alive, and they that were with him in the ark. 
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And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred 
and fifty days. 


And God remembered Noah, and every living 
thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the 
ark: and God made a wind to pass over the 
earth ; and the rain from heaven was restrained ; 
and the waters returned from off the earth con- 
tinually : and after the end of the hundred and 
fifty days the waters were abated. And the ark 
rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth 
day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat. 
And the waters decreased continually until the 
tenth month: in the tenth month, on the first day 
of the month, were the tops of the mountains seen. 


6. THE RAINBOW. 


And it came to pass at the end of forty days, 
that Noah opened the window of the ark which he 
had made: and he sent forth a raven, which went 
forth to and fro, until the waters were dried up from 
off the earth. Also he sent forth a dove from him, 
to see if the waters were abated from off the face of 
the ground; but the dove found no rest for the 
sole of her foot, and she returned unto him into the 
ark, for the waters were on the face of the whole 
earth: then he put forth his hand, and took 
her, and pulled her in unto him into the ark. And 
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he stayed yet other seven days ; and again he sent 
forth the dove out of the ark; and the dove came 
in to him in the evening; and, lo, in her mouth 
was an olive leaf pluckt off : so Noah knew that the 
waters were abated from off the earth. And he 
stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth the 
dove; which returned not again unto him any more. 
And Noah removed the covering of the ark, and 
looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dry. 

And God spake unto Noah, saying, “ Go forth 
of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy 
sons’ wives with thee. Bring forth with thee every 
living thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both of 
fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth.” 

And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, 
and his sons’ wives with him: every beast, every 
creeping thing, and every fowl, and whatsoever 
creepeth upon the earth, after their kinds, went 
forth out of the ark. And Noah builded an altar 
unto the Lorn. 


And God spake unto Noah and to his sons with 
him; saying, “And I, behold, I establish my 
covenant with you, and with your children after 
you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more 
by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any 
more be a flood to destroy the earth.” 

And God said, “I do set my bow in the cloud. 
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And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over 
the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud : 
and I will remember my covenant, which is between 
me and you and every living creature of all flesh ; 
and the waters shall no more become a flood to 
destroy all flesh. And the bow shall be in the 
cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may re- 
member the everlasting covenant between God and 
every living creature of all flesh that is upon the 
earth.” 


And the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, 
were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth. 


Li. 


THE LIFE OF ABRAHAM: STORY OF A 
MOTHER, HER CHILD, AND GOD. 


7. Tue Story or HacGar AND ISHMAEL. 


[Abraham was a powerful and God-fearing man. He obeyed 
Gop’s call to go to live in Canaan, and prospered greatly. He was 
the father of the great Jewish nation. ] 


ABRAHAM was a hundred years old, when his son 
Isaac was born unto him. And the child grew, 
and was weaned : and Abraham made a great feast 
the same day that Isaac was weaned. 
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And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian; 
which she had borne unto Abraham, mocking. 
Wherefore she said unto Abraham, “‘ Cast out this 
bondwoman and her son: for the son of this bond- 
woman shall not be heir with my son, even with 
Isaac.” 

And the thing was very grievous in Abraham’s 
sight. And God said unto Abraham, “ Let it 
not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, 
and because of thy bondwoman; in all that 
Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her 
voice.” 

And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and 
took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it 
unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the 
child, and sent her away: and she departed, and 
wandered in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. And 
the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the 
child under one of the shrubs. And she went, and 
sat her down over against him a good way off, as 
it were a bow-shot: for she said, “‘ Let me not see 
the death of the child.” And she sat over against 
him, and lifted up her voice, and wept. 

And God heard the voice of the lad; and the 
angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and 
said unto her, “ What aileth thee, Hagar? fear 
not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad where 
heis. Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine 
hand ; for I will make him a great nation,” And 
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God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water ; 
and she went, and filled the bottle with water, and 
gave the lad drink. 

And God was with the lad; and he grew, and 
dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer. 


IV. 


HOW JOSEPH, ABRAHAM’S GREAT-GRAND- 
SON, CAME TO LIVE IN EGYPT, AND 
BECAME A RULER THERE. HIS FATH- 
ER AND BROTHERS, THE CHILDREN 
OF ISRAEL, FOLLOW HIM. 


8. JosEPH AT HoME WITH HIS FaTHER, JACOB: 
HIS Two DREAMS. 


AnD Jacob dwelt in the land of Canaan. 

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding 
the flock with his brethren; and the lad was 
with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of 
Zilpah, his father’s wives: and Joseph brought 
unto his father their evil report. Now Israel 4 
loved Joseph more than all his children, because 
he was the son of his old age: and he made him a 
coat of many colours. And when his brethren 
saw that their father loved him more than all his 


1«Tsrael” was the new name given to Jacob after spending a 
whole night in prayer. It means “ God fighteth.”’ 
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brethren, they hated him, and could not speak 
peaceably unto him. 

And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it 
his brethren: and they hated him yet the more. 
And he said unto them, “ Hear, I pray you, this 
dream which I have dreamed : for, behold, we were 
binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf 
arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your 
sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to 
my sheaf.” And his brethren said to him, “ Shalt 
thou indeed reign over us? or shalt thou indeed 
have dominion over us?” And they hated him 
yet the more for his dreams, and for his words. 

And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it 
his brethren, and said, “‘ Behold, I have dreamed a 
dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon 
and the eleven stars made obeisance to me.”’ And_ 
he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and 
his father rebuked him, and said unto him, “ What 
is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I 
and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to 
bow down ourselves to thee to the earth ?”’ And 
his brethren envied him; but his father observed 
the saying. 


9. JOSEPH IS SOLD BY HIS BROTHERS AS A SLAVE. 


And his brethren went to feed their father’s flock 
in Shechem. And Israel said unto Joseph, “ Do 
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not thy brethren feed the flock in Shechem ? come, 
and I will send thee unto them.” And he said to 
him, “‘ Here am I.” And he said to him, “ Go, I 
pray thee, see whether it be well with thy brethren, 
and well with the flocks; and bring me word 
again.”’ So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, 
and he came to Shechem. 

And a certain man found him, and, behold, he was 
wandering in the field: and the man asked him, 
saying, ““ What seekest thou ? ” 

And he said, “I seek my brethren: tell me, 
I pray thee, where they feed their flocks.” 

And the man said, “ They are departed hence ; 
for I heard them say, ‘ Let us go to Dothan.’” 
And Joseph went after his brethren, and found 
them in Dothan. 

And when they saw him afar off, even before 
he came near unto them, they conspired against 
him to slay him. And they said one to another, 
“ Behold, this dreamer cometh. Come now there- 
fore, and let us slay him, and cast him into some 
pit, and we will say, ‘Some evil beast hath de- 
voured him’: and we shall see what will become 
of his dreams.” 

And Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out 
of their hands; and said, “ Let us not kill him.” 
And Reuben said unto them, ‘‘ Shed no blood, but 
cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, and 
lay no hand upon him”; that he might rid him 
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out of their hands, to deliver him to his father 
again. 

And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto 
his brethren, that they stript Joseph out of his 
coat, his coat of many colours that was on him ; 
and they took him, and cast him into a pit: and 
the pit was empty, there was no water init. And 
they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up 
their eyes and looked, and, behold, a company of 
Ishmeelites came from Gilead with their camels 
bearing spicery and balm and aves going to 
carry it down to Egypt. 

And Judah said unto his brethren, “‘ What profit 
is it if we slay our brother, and conceal his blood ? 
Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmeelites, and 
let not our hand be upon him; for he is our brother 
and our flesh.” And his brethren were content. 
And they lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and 
sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty pieces 
of silver: and they brought Joseph into Egypt. 


10. Jacop’s SorRow FOR JOSEPH: JOSEPH 
IN EGYPT. 


And Reuben returned unto the pit; and; behold, 
Joseph was not in the pit ; and he rent his clothes. 
And he returned unto his brethren, and said, “‘ The 
child is not ; and I, whither shall I go ? ”’ 

And they took Joseph’s coat, and killed a kid 


2 
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of the goats, and dipped the coat in the blood ; and 
they sent the coat of many colours, and they 
brought it to their father; and said, “‘ This have 
we found: know now whether it be thy son’s 
coat or no.” And he knew it, and said, “It is 
my son’s coat; an evil beast hath devoured him ; 
Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces.” 

And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth 
upon his loins, and mourned for his son many 
days. And all his sons and all his daughters rose 
up to comfort him; but he refused to be com- 
forted. 


And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and 
Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the 
guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of 
the Ishmeelites, which had brought him down 
thither. 

And the Lorp was with Joseph, and he was a 
prosperous man; and he was in the house of his 
master the Egyptian. And his master saw that 
the Lorp was with him, and that the Lorp made 
all that he did to prosper in his hand. And Joseph 
found grace in his sight, and he served him: and 
he made him overseer over his house, and all that 
he had he put into his hand. And it came to pass 
from the time that he had made him overseer in his 
house, and over all that he had, that the Lorp 
blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake ; 
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and the blessing of the Lorp was upon all that 
he had in the house, and in the field. 


[Yet, in spite of his faithfulness, Joseph was wrongfully blamed 
by his mistress, the wife of Potiphar, and Potiphar cast Joseph 
into prison. |] 


ll. JoSEPH IS WRONGFULLY PUT IN PRISON. 


And Joseph’s master took him, and put him 
into the prison, a place where the king’s prisoners 
were bound. 

But the Lorp was with Joseph, and shewed him 
mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the 
keeper of the prison. And the keeper of the prison 
committed to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners that 
were in the prison. The keeper of the prison 
looked not to any thing that was under his hand ; 
because the Lorgp was with him, and that which he 
did, the Lorp made it to prosper. 


And it came to pass after these things, that the 
butler of the king of Egypt and his baker had 
offended their lord the king of Egypt. And he 
put them in ward in the house of the captain of 
the guard, into the prison, the place where Joseph 
was bound. And the captain of the guard charged 
Joseph with them, and he served them: and they 
continued a season in ward. 

And they dreamed a dream both of them, each 
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man his dream in one night, the butler and the 
baker of the king of Egypt, which were bound in 
the prison. 

And Joseph came in unto them in the morning, 
and looked upon them, and, behold, they were sad. 
And he asked Pharaoh’s officers that were with him 
in the ward of his lord’s house, saying, ““ Wherefore 
look ye so sadly to-day ? ” 

And they said unto him, “ We have dreamed a 
dream, and there is no interpreter of it.” 

And Joseph said unto them, “ Do not inter- 
pretations belong to God? tell me them, I pray 
you.” 

And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, 
and said to him, “ In my dream, behold, a vine was 
before me; and in the vine were three branches : 
and it was as though it budded, and her blossoms 
shot forth ; and the clusters thereof brought forth 
ripe grapes: and Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand: 
and | took the grapes, and pressed them into 
Pharaoh’s cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh’s 
hand.” 

And Joseph said unto him, “ This is the iter- 
pretation of it: The three branches are three days : 
within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, 
and restore thee unto thy place: and thou shalt 
deliver Pharaoh’s cup into his hand, after the former 
manner when thou wast his butler. But think 
on me when it shall be well with thee, and shew 
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kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention 
of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this 
house: for indeed I was stolen away out of the 
land of the Hebrews: and here also have I done 
nothing that they should put me into the 
dungeon.” 

When the chief baker saw that the interpretation 
was good, he said unto Joseph, “ I also was in my 
dream, and, behold, I had three white baskets on 
my head: and in the uppermost basket there was 
of all manner of bakemeats for Pharaoh; and the 
birds did eat them out of the basket upon my 
head.” 

And Joseph answered and said, “ This is the 
interpretation thereof: The three baskets are 
three days: within three days shall Pharaoh lft 
up thy head from off thee, and shall hang thee on a 
tree; and the birds shall eat thy flesh from off 
thee.” 

And it came to pass the third day, which was 
Pharaoh’s birthday, that he made a feast unto 
all his servants. And he restored the chief 
butler unto his butlership again; and he gave 
the cup into Pharaoh’s hand: but he hanged 
the chief baker: as Joseph had interpreted to 
them. 

Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, 
but forgat him, 


% 
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12. Kinc Poaraon’s DREAMS. 


And it came to pass at the end of two full years, 
that Pharaoh dreamed: and, behold, he stood by 
the river. 

And, behold, there came up out of the river 
seven well favoured kine and fatfleshed ; and they 
fed in a meadow. And, behold, seven other kine 
came up after them out of the river, ill favoured 
and leanfleshed; and stood by the other kine 
upon the brink of the river. And the ill favoured 
and leanfleshed kine did eat up the seven well 
favoured and fat kine. 

So Pharaoh awoke. 

And he slept and dreamed the second time: 
and, behold, seven ears of corn came up upon one 
stalk, rank and good. And, behold, seven thin 
ears and blasted with the east wind sprung up 
after them. And the seven thin ears devoured the 
seven rank and full ears. 

And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it was a 
dream. 

And it came to pass in the morning that his 
spirit was troubled; and he sent and called for 
all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wise men 
thereof: and Pharaoh told them his dream; 


but there was none that could interpret them unto 
Pharaoh. 
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Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, 
saying, ““I do remember my faults this day: 
Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and put me 
in ward in the captain of the guard’s house, both 
me and the chief baker: and we dreamed a dream 
in one night, [and he. And there was there with 
us a young man, a Hebrew, servant to the captain 
of the guard ; and we told him, and he interpreted 
to us our dreams. And it came to pass, as he 
interpreted to us, so it was; me he restored unto 
mine office, and him he hanged.” 

Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they 
brought him hastily out of the dungeon: and he 
shaved himself, and changed his raiment, and came 
in unto Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, 
“TIT have dreamed a dream, and there is none that 
can interpret it: and I have heard say of thee, 
that thou canst understand a dream to interpret 
i ala 

And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, “ It is 
not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of 
peace.” 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, “ In my dream, 
behold, I stood upon the bank of the river: and, 
behold, there came up out of the river seven kine, 
fatfleshed and well favoured; and they fed in a 
meadow: and, behold, seven other kine came up 
after them, poor and very ill favoured and lean- 
fleshed, such as I never saw in all the land of Hgypt 
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for badness: and the lean and the ill favoured 
kine did eat up the first seven fat kine: and when 
they had eaten them up, it could not be known 
that they had eaten them; but they were still ill 
favoured, as at the beginning. So I awoke. 

“And I saw in my dream, and, behold, seven 
ears came up in one stalk, full and good: and, 
behold, seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted 
with the east wind, sprung up after them: and 
the thin ears devoured the seven good ears: and 
I told this unto the magicians ; but there was none 
that could declare it to me.”’ 


13. JOSEPH INTERPRETS PHARAOH'S DREAMS; AND 
IS MADE RULER IN EGYPT. 


And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, “ The dream of 
Pharaoh is one. God hath shewed Pharaoh what 
he is about to do. 

“The seven good kine are seven years; and 
the seven good ears are seven years: the dream 
is one. And the seven thin and ill favoured kine 
that came up after them are seven years; and 
the seven empty ears blasted with the east wind 
shall be seven years of famine. What God is 
about to do he sheweth unto Pharaoh. Behold, 
there come seven years of great plenty throughout 
all the land of Egypt: and there shall arise after 
them seven years of famine; and all the plenty 
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shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the 
famine shall consume the land; and the plenty 
shall not be known in the land by reason of that 
famine following; for it shall be very grievous. 
And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh 
twice; it is because the thing is established by 
God, and God will shortly bring it to pass. 

“Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man 
discreet and wise, and set him over the land of 
Egypt. Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint 
officers over the land, and take up the fifth part of 
the land of Egypt in the seven plenteous years. 
And let them gather all the food of those good 
years that come, and lay up corn under the hand of 
Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities. 
And that food shall be for store to the land against 
the seven years of famine, which shall be in the 
land of Egypt; that the land perish not through 
the famine.” 

And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, 
and in the eyes of all his servants. And Pharaoh 
said unto his servants, ‘““ Can we find such a one as 
this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is ? ” 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, “ Forasmuch as 
God hath shewed thee all this, there is none so 
discreet and wise as thou art: thou shalt be over 
my house, and according unto thy word shall all 
my people be ruled: only in the throne will I be 
greater than thou.” And Pharaoh said unto 
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Joseph, ‘‘ See, I have set thee over all the land of 
Egypt.” And Pharaoh took off his ring from his 
hand, and put it upon Joseph’s hand, and arrayed 
him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain 
about his neck; and he made him to ride in the 
second chariot which he had; and they cried 
before him, ‘“‘ Bow the knee’’: and he made him 


ruler over all the land of Egypt. 


And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood 
before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went 
outfrom the presence of Pharaoh, and went through- 
out all the land of Egypt. And in the seven 
plenteous years the earth brought forth by handfuls. 
And he gathered up all the food of the seven years, 
which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the 
food in the cities: the food of the field, which was 
round about every city, laid he up in the same. 
And Joseph gathered corn as the sand of the sea, 
very much, until he left numbering; for it was 
without number. 


14. Toe Seven Years or Famine. JOSErn’s 
TEN BROTHERS COME TO EG@yPT TO BUY CORN. 


And the seven years of plenteousness, that was 
in the land of Egypt, were ended. And the seven 
years of dearth began to come, according as 
Joseph had said: and the dearth was in all lands ; 
but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. 
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And when all the land of Egypt was famished, 
the people cried to Pharaoh for bread: and 
Pharaoh said unto all the Egyptians, ‘‘ Go unto 
Joseph ; what he saith to you, do.” 

And the famine was over all the face of the earth : 
and Joseph opened all the storehouses, and sold 
unto the Egyptians; and the famine waxed sore 
in the land of Egypt. And all countries came into 
Egypt to Joseph for to buy corn; because that the 
famine was so sore in all lands. 


Now when Jacob saw that there was corn in 
Egypt, Jacob said unto his sons, ‘‘ Why do ye look 
one upon another?” And he said, “ Behold, I 
have heard that there is corn in Egypt: get you 
down thither, and buy for us from thence; that 
we may live, and not die.” 

And Joseph’s ten brethren went down to buy 
corn in Egypt. But Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, 
Jacob sent not with his brethren; for he said, 
“ Lest peradventure mischief befall him.” 

And the sons of Israel came to buy corn among 
those that came: for the famine was in the land of 
Canaan. And Joseph was the governor over the 
land, and he it was that sold to all the people of the 
land: and Joseph’s brethren came, and bowed 
down themselves before him with their faces to 
the earth. And Joseph saw his brethren, and he 
knew them, but made himself strange unto them, 
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and spake roughly unto them; and he said unto 
them, ““ Whence come ye 2?” 

And they said, “‘ From the land of Canaan to buy 
food.” 


15. JosSEPH KNOWS HIS BROTHERS, AND ASKS FOR 
BENJAMIN, THE YOUNGEST. 


And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew 
him not. And Joseph remembered the dreams 
which he had dreamed of them, and said unto 
them, “‘ Ye are spies; to see the nakedness of the 
land ye are come.” 

And they said unto him, “ Nay, my lord, but to 
buy food are thy servants come. We are all one 
man’s sons; we are true men and no spies. Thy 
servants are twelve brethren, the sons of one man 
in the land of Canaan; and, behold, the youngest 
is this day with our father, and one is not.”’ 

And Joseph said unto them, “‘ Hereby shall ye 
be proved: By the life of Pharaoh ye shall not go 
forth hence, except your youngest brother come 
hither. Send one of you, and let him fetch your 
brother, and ye shall be kept in prison, that your 
words may be proved.” And he put them all 
together into ward three days. 

And Joseph said unto them the third day, 
“ This do, and live; for I fear God: If ye be true 
meni, let one of your brethren be bound in the house 
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of your prison : go ye, carry corn for the famine of 
your houses: but bring your youngest brother 
unto me; so shall your words be verified.”’ 

And they said one to another, “ We are verily 
guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the 
anguish of his soul, when he besought us, and we 
would not hear; therefore is this distress come 
upon us.” And Reuben answered them, saying, 
“ Spake I not unto you, saying, ‘ Do not sin against 
the child’; and ye would not hear?” And they 
knew not that Joseph understood them; for he 
spake unto them by an interpreter. And he 
turned himself about from them, and wept; and 
returned to them again, and communed with them, 
and took from them Simeon, and bound him before 
their eyes. 

Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks with 
corn, and to restore every man’s money into his 
sack, and to give them provision for the way : 
and thus did he unto them. And they laded their 
asses with the corn, and departed thence. 

And as one of them opened his sack to give his 
ass provender in the inn, he espied his money ; 
for, behold, it was in his sack’s mouth. And he 
said unto his brethren, ““ My money is restored ; 
and, lo, it is even in my sack: ” and their heart 
failed them, and they were afraid, saying one to 
another, ““ What is this that God hath done unto 
us ?” 
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And they came unto Jacob their father unto the 
land of Canaan, and told him all that befell unto 
them; saying, “ The man, who is the lord of the 
land, spake roughly to us, and took us for spies 
of the country. And we said unto him, ‘ We are 
truemen; wearenospies. We be twelve brethren, 
sons of our father; one is not, and the youngest is 
this day with our father in the land of Canaan.’ 
And the man, the lord of the country, said unto us, 
‘ Hereby shall I know that ye are true men; leave 
one of your brethren here with me, and take food 
for the famine of your households, and be gone: 
and bring your youngest brother unto me: then 
shall I know that ye are no spies, but that ye are 
true men ; so will I deliver you your brother, and 
ye shall traffic in the land.’ ” 


16. Jacop’s GRIEF IN PARTING WITH BENJAMIN. 


And the famine was sore in the land. And it 
came to pass, when they had eaten up the corn 
which they had brought out of Egypt, their father 
said unto them, “‘ Go again, buy us a little food.” 

And Judah spake unto him, saying, “ The man 
did solemnly protest unto us, saying, ‘ Ye shall not 
see my face, except your brother be with you.’ If 
thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go down 
and buy thee food: but if thou wilt not send him, 
we will not go down: for the man said unto us, 
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‘ Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be 
with you.’ ” . 

And Israel said, ““ Wherefore dealt ye so ill with 
me, as to tell the man whether ye had yet a 
brother ? ” 

And they said, “‘ The man asked us straitly of 
our state, and of our kindred, saying, ‘Is your father 
yet alive? have ye another brother?’ and we told 
him according to the tenor of these words: could 
we certainly know that he would say, ‘ Bring your 
brother down ’ ? ” 

And Judah said unto Israel his father, “ Send 
the lad with me, and we will arise and go; that we 
may live, and not die, both we, and thou, and also 
our little ones. I will be surety for him: of my 
hand shalt thou require him: if I bring him not 
unto thee, and set him before thee, then let me 
bear the blame for ever : for except we had lingered, 
surely now we had returned this second time.” 

And their father Israel said unto them, “ If 
it must be so now, do this; take of the best fruits 
in the land in your vessels, and carry down the man 
a present, a little balm, and a little honey, spices, 
and myrrh, nuts, and almonds: and take double 
money in your hand; and the money that was 
brought again in the mouth of your sacks, carry it 
again in your hand ; peradventure it was an over- 
sight: take also your brother, and arise, go again 
unto the man: and God Almighty give you mercy 
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before the man, that he may send away your other 
brother, and Benjamin. If I be bereaved of my 
children, I am bereaved.”’ 

And the men took that present, and they took 
double money in their hand, and Benjamin ; 
and rose up, and went down to Egypt, and stood 
before Joseph. 

And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he 
said to the ruler of his house, “‘ Bring these men 
home, and slay, and make ready; for these men 
shall dine with me at noon.”’ And the man did as 
Joseph bade; and the man brought the men into 
Joseph’s house. 

And the men were afraid, because they were: 
brought into Joseph’s house; and they said, 
** Because of the money that was returned in our 
sacks at the first time are we brought in; that he 
may seek occasion against us, and fall upon us, 
and take us for bondmen, and our asses.’ And 
they came near to the steward of Joseph’s house, 
and they communed with him at the door of the 
house, and said, “‘ O sir, we came indeed down at 
the first time to buy food: and it came to pass, 
when we came to the inn, that we opened our 
sacks, and, behold, every man’s money was in the 
mouth of his sack, our money in full weight: and we 
have brought it again inour hand. Andothermoney 
have we brought down in our hands to buy food: 
we cannot tell who put our money in our sacks.” 
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And he said, “ Peace be to you, fear not: your 
God, and the God of your father, hath given you 
treasure in your sacks: I had your money.” And 
he brought Simeon out unto them. 

And the man brought the men into Joseph’s 
house, and gave them water, and they washed 
their feet ; and he gave their asses provender. And 
they made ready the present against Joseph came 
at noon: for they heard that they should eat bread 
there. 


17. JOSEPH MAKES A PLOT TO KEEP BENJAMIN, 
WHOM HE LOVED. 


And when Joseph came home, they brought him 
the present which was in their hand into the house, 
and bowed themselves to him to the earth. And he 
asked them of their welfare, and said, “Is your 
father well, the old man of whom ye spake? Is he 
yet alive ? ”’ 

And they answered, “‘ Thy servant our father is 
in good health, he is yet alive.” And they bowed 
down their heads, and made obeisance. 

And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his brother 
Benjamin, his mother’s son, and said, “Is this 
your younger brother, of whom ye spake unto me 2” 
And he said, “‘ God be gracious unto thee, my son.” 
And Joseph made haste; for his heart did yearn 
for his brother: and he sought where to weep ; 


2 


re) 
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and he entered into his chamber, and wept there. 
And he washed his face, and went out, and re- 
frained himself, and said, “ Set on bread.” 

And they set for him by himself, and for them 
by themselves, and for the Egyptians, which did 
eat with him, by themselves: because the 
Egyptians might not eat bread with the Hebrews. 
And they sat before him, the firstborn according 
to his birthright, and the youngest according to his 
youth: and the men marvelled one at another. 
And he took and sent portions unto them from 
before him: but Benjamin’s portion was five 
times so much as any of theirs. And they drank, 
and were merry with him. 


And he commanded the steward of his house, 
saying, “ Fill the men’s sacks with food, as much 
as they can carry, and put every man’s money in 
his sack’s mouth. And put my cup, the silver 
cup, in the sack’s mouth of the youngest, and his 
corn money.” And he did according to the word 
that Joseph had spoken. 

As soon as the morning was light, the men were 
sent away, they and their asses. And when they 
were gone out of the city, and not yet far off, 
Joseph said unto his steward, “‘ Up, follow after 
the men; and when thou dost overtake them, 
say unto them, ‘ Wherefore have ye rewarded evil 
for good? ye have done evil in so doing.’” 
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And he overtook them, and he spake unto them 
these same words. 

And they said unto him, “ Wherefore saith my 
lord these words ?. God forbid that thy servants 
should do according to this thing: behold, the 
money, which we found in our sacks’ mouths, 
we brought again unto thee out of the land of 
Canaan: how then should we steal out of thy lord’s 
house silver or gold? With whomsoever of thy 
servants it be found, both let him die, and we also 
will be my lord’s bondmen.” 

And he said, ““ Now also let it be according unto 
your words: he with whom it is found shall be my 
servant; and ye shall be blameless.” 

Then they speedily took down every man his 
sack to the ground, and opened every man his 
sack. And he searched, and began at the eldest, 
and left at the youngest: and the cup was found 
in Benjamin’s sack. ‘Then they rent their clothes, 
and laded every man his ass, and returned to the 
city. And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph’s 
house ; for he was yet there: and they fell before 
him on the ground. 


18. JUDAH PLEADS FOR BENJAMIN; AND JOSEPH 
MAKES HIMSELF KNOWN TO HIS BROTHERS. 


And Joseph said unto them, “ What deed is this 
that ye have done ? ” 
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And Judah said, “‘ What shall we say unto my 
lord ¢ what shall we speak ? or how shall we clear 
ourselves ? Behold, we are my lord’s servants, 
both we, and he also with whom the cup is found.” 

And he said, “‘ God forbid that I should do so: 
but the man in whose hand the cup is found, he 
shall be my servant; and as for you, get you up 
in peace unto your father.”’ 

Then Judah came near unto him, and said, 
“Oh my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a 
word in my lord’s ears, and let not thine anger 
burn against thy servant: for thou art even as 
Pharaoh. My lord asked his servants, saying, 
‘Have ye a father, or a brother?’ And we said 
unto my lord, ‘ We have a father, an old man, and 
a child of his old age, a little one; and his brother 
is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, and his 
father loveth him.’ And thou saidst unto thy 
servants, “ Bring him down unto me, that I may 
set mine eyes upon him.’ And we said unto my 
lord, ‘ The lad cannot leave his father: for if he 
should leave his father, his father would die.” And 
thou saidst unto thy servants, ‘Except your young- 
est brother come down with you, ye shall see 
my face no more.’ And it came to pass when we 
came up unto thy servant my father, we told him 
the words of my lord. And our father said, ‘ Go 
again, and buy us a little food.” And we said, 
“We cannot go down: if our youngest brother be 
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with us, then will we go down: for we may not 
see the man’s face, except our youngest brother 
be with us.’ And thy servant my father said unto 
us, ‘ Ye know that my wife bare me two sons: 
and the one went out from me, and I said, ‘ Surely 
heis tornin pieces’; and I saw him not since: and 
if ye take this also from me, and mischief befall 
him, ye shall bring down my grey hairs with sorrow 
to the grave.’ 

“ Now therefore when I come to thy servant my 
father, and the lad is not with us; seeing that his 
life is bound up in the lad’s life; it shall come to 
pass, when he seeth that the lad is not with us, 
that he will die: and thy servants shall bring 
down the grey hairs of thy servant our father 
with sorrow to the grave. For thy servant became 
surety for the lad unto my father, saying, ‘ If I 
bring him not unto thee, then I shall bear the blame 
to my father for ever.’ Now therefore, I pray 
thee, let thy servant abide instead of the lad a 
bondman to my lord; and let the lad go up with 
his brethren. For how shall I go up to my father, 
and the lad be not with me? lest peradventure I 
see the evil that shall come on my father.” 

Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all 
them that stood by him; and he cried, ‘‘ Cause 
every man to go out from me.” And there stood no 
man with him, while Joseph made himself known 
unto his brethren. And he wept aloud: and the 
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Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard. And 
Joseph said unto his brethren, “I am Joseph ; 
doth my father yet live ? ” 

And his brethren could not answer him; for 
they were troubled at his presence. 


19. JosEPH SENDS FOR HIS FATHER TO COME AND 
LIVE IN EGYPT. 


And Joseph said unto his brethren, “‘ Come near 
to me, I pray you.” 

_ And they came near. 

And he said, “I am Joseph your brother, whom 
ye sold into Egypt. Now therefore be not grieved, 
nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither : 
for God did send me before you to preserve life. 
For these two years hath the famine been in the 
land: and yet there are five years, in the which 
there shall neither be earing nor harvest. And 
God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity 
in the earth, and to save your lives by a great 
deliverance. So now it was not you that sent me 
hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to 
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler 
throughout all the land of Egypt. Haste ye, and 
go up to my father, and say unto him, “ Thus saith 
thy son Joseph, “God hath made me lord of all 
Kgypt : come down unto me, tarry not: and thou 
shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt 
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be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy 
children’s children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, 
and all that thou hast: and there will I nourish 
thee ; for yet there are five years of famine; lest 
thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast, 
come to poverty.’ And ye shall tell my father of 
all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen ; 
and ye shall haste and bring down my father 
hither.”’ 


And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh’s 
house, saying, “ Joseph’s brethren are come”: 
and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, ‘Say unto 
thy brethren, ‘ This do ye; lade your beasts, and 
go, get you unto the land of Canaan ; and take your 
father and your households, and come unto me: 
and I will give you the good of the land of Egypt, 
and ye shall eat the fat of the land. Now thou art 
commanded, this do ye; take you wagons out of 
the land of Egypt for your little ones, and for your 
wives, and bring your father, and come. Also 
regard not your stuff; for the good of all the land 
of Egypt is yours.’ ” 

And the children of Israel did so: and Joseph 
gave them wagons, according to the commandment 
of Pharaoh, and gave them provision for the way. 
To all of them he gave each man changes of raiment; 
but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of 
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silver, and five changes of raiment. And to his 
father he sent after this manner; ten asses laden 
with the good things of Egypt, and ten she asses 
laden with corn and bread and meat for his father 
by the way. So he sent his brethren away, and 
they departed : and he said unto them, “ See that 
ye fall not out by the way.” 

And they went up out of Egypt, and came into 
the land of Canaan unto Jacob their father, and 
told him, saying, “‘ Joseph is yet alive, and he is 
governor over all the land of Egypt.” And 
Jacob’s heart fainted, for he believed them not. 
And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he 
had said unto them: and when he saw the wagons 
which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of 
Jacob their father revived: and Israel said, “ It 
is enough ; Joseph my son is yet alive: I will go 
and see him before I die.”’ 

And Jacob rose up from Beer-sheba: and the 
sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, and their 
little ones, and their wives, in the wagons which 
Pharaoh had sent to carry him. And they took 
their cattle, and their goods, which they had gotten 
in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt. 

And Joseph made ready his chariot, and went 
up to meet Israel his father, and presented himself 
unto him. And Israel said unto Joseph, “ Now 
let me die, since I have seen thy face, because thou 
art yet alive.” 
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20. King PHARAOH GIVES TO JACOB AND HIS 
FAMILY LAND TO LIVE IN. 


Then Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and said, 
“My father and my brethren, and their flocks, 
and their herds, and all that they have, are come 
out of the land of Canaan ; and, behold, they are 
in the land of Goshen.” And he took some of his 
brethren, even five men, and presented them unto 
Pharaoh. 

And Pharaoh said unto his brethren, ‘‘ What 
is your occupation ? ”’ 

And they said unto Pharaoh, “ Thy servants are 
shepherds, both we, and also our fathers.”” They 
said moreover unto Pharaoh, “ For to sojourn in 
the land are we come; for thy servants have no 
pasture for their flocks ; for the famine is sore in 
the land of Canaan: now therefore, we pray thee, 
let thy servants dwell in the land of Goshen.” 

And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, “ Thy 
father and thy brethren are come unto thee: the 
land of Egypt is before thee; in the best of the 
land make thy father and brethren to dwell; in 
the land of Goshen let them dwell: and if thou 
knowest any men of activity among them, then 
make them rulers over my cattle.” 

And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set 
him before Pharaoh : and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 
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And Joseph placed his father and his brethren, 
and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, 
in the best of the land, as Pharaoh had commanded. 
And Joseph nourished his father, and his brethren, 
and all his father’s household, with bread, according 
to their families. 

And Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the 
country of Goshen; and they had possessions 
therein, and grew, and multiplied exceedingly. 

And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen 
years: so the whole age of Jacob was an hundred 
forty and seven years. And the time drew nigh 
that Israel must die: and he called his son Joseph, 
and said unto him, “ If now I have found grace in 
thy sight, deal kindly and truly with me ; bury me 
not, I pray thee, in Egypt: but I will lie with my 
fathers, and thou shalt carry me out of Egypt, and 
bury me in their buryingplace.” And he said, “I 
will do as thou hast said.” . 


21. JosSEPH’s BROTHERS FEAR HIM AFTER THEIR 
Fatuer’s DEATH: BUT HE IS KIND TO THEM. 


And Joseph commanded his servants the physi- 
cians to embalm his father: and the physicians 
embalmed Israel. 

And his sons did unto him according as he com- 
manded them: for his sons carried him into the 
land of Canaan, and buried him in the cave of the 
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field of Machpelah, which Abraham bought. And 
Joseph returned into Egypt, he, and his brethren, 
and all that went up with him to bury his father, 
after he had buried his father. 

And when Joseph’s brethren saw that their 
father was dead, they said, “ Joseph will per- 
adventure hate us, and will certainly requite us all 
the evil which we did unto him.” And they sent 
a messenger unto Joseph, saying, ‘‘ Thy father did 
command before he died, saying, ‘ So shall ye say 
unto Joseph, Forgive; I pray thee now, the trespass 
of thy brethren, and their sin; for they did unto 
thee evil’: and now, we pray thee, forgive the 
trespass of the servants of the God of thy father.” 
And Joseph wept when they spake unto him. 
And his brethren also went and fell down before his 
face; and they said, “ Behold, we be thy servants.” 

And Joseph said unto them, “ Fear not: for am 
Tin the place of God? But as for you, ye thought 
evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to 
bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people 
alive. Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish 
you, and your little ones.”” And he comforted them; 
and spake kindly unto them. 

And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his father’s 
house : and Joseph lived an hundred and ten years. 
And Joseph said unto his brethren, “I die: and 
God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this 
land unto the land which he sware to Abraham, to 
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Isaac, and to Jacob.” And Joseph took an oath 
of the children of Israel, saying, “‘ God will surely 
visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from 
hence.” 

So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years 
old: and they embalmed him, and he was put in a 
coffin in Egypt. 


Vv 


AFTER A TIME, THE EGYPTIANS BECOME 
JEALOUS OF THE CHILDREN OF I8- 
RAEL, AND ILL-TREAT THEM. THE 
CHILDREN OF ISRAEL MAKE THEIR 
ESCAPE. 


22. THE ISRAELITES PROSPER BUT ARE ILL-TREATED 
BY THE EGYPTIANS, WHO ARE JEALOUS AND 
FEAR THEM. 


Now these are the names of the children of Israel, 
which came into Egypt ; every man and his house- 
hold came with Jacob. Reuben, Simeon, Levi, 
and Judah; Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin; 
Dan, and Naphtali, Gad, and Asher: for Joseph 
was in Egypt already. 

And Joseph died, and all his brethren, and all 
that generation. j 


And the children of Israel were fruitful, and 
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increased abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed ex- 
ceeding mighty ; and the land was filled with them. 
Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, 
which knew not Joseph. And he said unto his 
people, “ Behold, the people of the children of 
Israel are more and mightier than we: come on, 
let us deal wisely with them; lest they multiply, 
and it come to pass, that, when there falleth out 
any war, they join also unto our enemies, and fight 
against us, and so get them up out of the land.” 
Therefore they did set over them taskmasters? 
to afflict them with their burdens. And they built 
for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses. 
But the more they afflicted them, the more they 
multiplied and grew. And they were grieved 
because of the children of Israel. And the 
Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve with 
rigour; and they made their lives bitter with 
hard bondage, in mortar, and in brick, and in all 
manner of service in the field: all their service, 
wherein they made them serve, was with rigour. 


293. A DELIVERER IS BORN. THE STORY OF THE 
CHILD MOosEs. 


And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, 
‘ Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river, 
and every daughter ye shall save alive.” 


1Taskmasters were men set over them to see that they worked hard. 
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And there went a man of the house of Levi, 
and took to wife a daughter of Levi. And the 
woman bare a son: and when she saw him that he 
was a goodly child, she hid him three months. 
And when she could not longer hide him, she took 
for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with 
slime and with pitch, and put the child therein ; 
and she laid it in the flags by the river’s brink. 
And his sister stood afar off, to see what would be 
done to him. 

And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to 
wash herself at the river ; and her maidens walked 
along by the river’s side; and when she saw the 
ark among the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it. 
And when she had opened it, she saw the child: 
and, behold, the babe wept. And she had com- 
passion on him, and said, “ This is one of the 
Hebrews’ children.” 

Then said his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter, 
“ Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew 
women, that she may nurse the child for thee 2 ” 

And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “ Go.” 

And the maid went and called the child’s mother. 

And Pharaoh’s daughter said unto her, “ Take 
this child away, and nurse it for me, and I will 
give thee thy wages.” And the woman took the 
child, and nursed it. And the child grew, and she 
brought him unto Pharaoh’s daughter, and he 
became her son. And she called his name Moses. 
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24. Moses KILLS AN Eq@yprian TASKMASTER, 
AND FLEES. 


And it came to pass in those days, when Moses 
was grown, that he went out unto his brethren, 
and looked on their burdens: and he spied an 
Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of his brethren. 
And he looked this way and that way, and when he 
saw that there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, 
and hid him in the sand. 

And when he went out the second day, behold, 
two men of the Hebrews strove together: and he 
said to him that did the wrong, “ Wherefore 
smitest thou thy fellow?” And he said, ‘‘ Who 
made thee a prince and a judge over us ? intendest 
thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian ? ” 
And Moses feared, and said, “ Surely this thing is 
known.” 

Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought 
to slay Moses. But Moses fled from the face of 
Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: and he 
sat down by a well. 


Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters : 
and they came and drew water, and filled the 
troughs to water their father’s flock. And the 
shepherds came and drove them away: but Moses 
stood up and helped them, and watered their flock. 
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And when they came to their father, he said, 
‘ How is it that ye are come so soon to-day ? ” 

And they said, “ An Egyptian delivered us out 
of the hand of the shepherds, and also drew water 
enough for us, and watered the flock.” 

And he said unto his daughters, ““ And where 
is he ? why is it that ye have left the man? call 
him, that he may eat bread.” 

And Moses was content to dwell with the man: 
and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter. 


And it came to pass in process of time, that the 
king of Egypt died: and the children of Israel 
sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, 
and their cry came up unto God by reason of the 
bondage. 


25. MOSES IS CALLED FROM THE BurRNING BusH 
TO DELIVER THE PEOPLE. 


Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in 
law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to 
the back of the desert, and came to the mountain 
of God, even to Horeb. 

And the angel of the Lorp appeared unto him 
in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he 
looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and 
the bush was not consumed. And Moses said, 
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“T will now turn aside, and see this great sight, 
why the bush is not burnt.” 

And when the Lorp saw that he turned aside to 
see, God called unto him out of the midst of the 
bush, and said, ‘‘ Moses, Moses.”’ 

And he said, “‘ Here am I.” 

And he said, “ Draw not nigh hither: put off 
thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy ground.” Moreover he said, 
“Tam the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And 
Moses hid his face ; for he was afraid to look upon 
God. And the Lorp said, “I have surely seen 
the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, 
and have heard their cry by reason of their task- 
masters; for I know their sorrows; and I am come 
down to deliver them out of the hand of the 
Kgyptians, and to bring themup outofthat land unto 
a good land and a large, unto a landflowing withmilk 
and honey. Come now therefore, and I will send 
thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth 
my people the children of Israel out of Egypt.” 

And Moses said unto God, ““ Who am I, that I 
should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring 
forth the children of Israel out of Egypt ?”’ 

And he said, “‘ Certainly I will be with thee ; 
and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have 
sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the 
people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this 
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mountain. And I am sure that the king of Egypt 
will not let you go, no, not by a mighty hand. 
And I will stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt 
with all my wonders which I will do in the midst 
thereof : and after that he will let you go.” 


26. Tur PEOPLE ESCAPE FROM EGYPT. 


Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who 
dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years. 
And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred 
and thirty years that all the hosts of the Lorp 
went out from the land of Egypt. 


And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the 
people go, that God led them not through the way 
of the land of the Philistines, although that was 
near ; for God said, “‘ Lest peradventure the people 
repent when they see war, and they return to 
Kgypt’’: but God led the people about, through 
the way of the wildérness of the Red sea: and the 
children of Israel went up armed out of the land 
of Egypt. And Moses took the bones of Joseph 
with him: for he had straitly sworn the children 
of Israel, saying, “‘ God will surely visit you; and 
ye shall carry up my bones away hence with you.” 

And the Lorp went before them by day in a 
pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by 
night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go 
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by day and night: he took not away the pillar 
of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, 
from before the people. 


And it was told the king of Egypt that the people 
fled: and the heart of Pharaoh and of his servants 
was turned against the people, and they said, 
“ Why have we done this, that we have let Israel 
go from serving us ? ” 

And he made ready his chariot, and took his 
people with him: and he took six hundred chosen 
chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt, and captains 
over every one of them. And the Egyptians 
pursued after them, all the horses and chariots 
of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and 
overtook them encamping by the sea. 

And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of 
Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyp- 
tians marched after them; and they were sore 
afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto the 
Lorp. And they said unto Moses, “‘ Because there 
were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away 
to die in the wilderness ? wherefore hast thou dealt 
thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? Is not 
this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, 
‘Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians ’ ? 
For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, 
than that we should die in the wilderness.” 

And Moses said unto the people, “ Fear ye not, 
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stand still, and see the salvation of the Lorn, 
which he will shew to you to-day: for the 
Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall see 
them again no more for ever. The Lorp shall 
fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.” 

And the Lorp said unto Moses, “‘ Speak unto the 
children of Israel, that they go forward: but lift 
thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the 
sea, and divide it: and the children of Israel shall 
go on dry ground through the midst of the sea.” 

And the angel of God, which went before the 
camp of Israel, removed and went behind them ; 
and the pillar of the cloud went from before their 
face, and stood behind them: and it came between 
the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel ; 
and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it 
gave light by night to these: so that the one came 
not near the other all the night. 

And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea ; 
and the Lorp caused the sea to go back by a strong 
east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, 
and the waters were divided. And the children 
of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the 
dry ground : and the waters were a wall unto them 
on their right hand, and on their left. 

And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after 
them to the midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh’s 
horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. And the 
waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the 
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horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came 
into the sea after them; there remained not so 
much as one of them. 

Thus the Lorp saved Israel that day out of 
the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the 
Egyptians dead upon the sea-shore. 

And the people feared the Lorp, and believed 
the Lorp, and his servant Moses. 


VI. 


STORIES OF THE GREAT MARCH 
THROUGH THE WILDERNESS. 


27. THe BirreR WATER SWEETENED. THE 
MaAnna.! 


So Moses brought Israelfrom the Redsea, and they 
went out into the wilderness of Shur ; and they went 
three days in the wilderness, and found no water. 

And when they came to Marah, they could not 
drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter. 

And the people murmured against Moses, saying, 
“What shall we drink ? ” 

And he cried unto the Lorp; and the Lorp 
shewed him a tree, which when he had cast into the 
waters, the waters were made sweet. And they 
came to Elim, where were twelve wells of water, 
and threescore and ten palm trees: and they 
encamped there by the waters. 


_ 1 The word “manna” means, “ What is it?” 
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And they took their journey from Elim, and all 
the congregation of the children of Israel came 
unto the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim 
and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month 
after their departing out of the land of Egypt. 

And the whole congregation of the children of 
Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness: and the children of Israel said unto 
them, ‘‘ Would to God we had died by the hand of 
. the Lorp in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the 
flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the full ; 
for ye have brought us forth into this wilderness, to 
kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 

Thensaidthe Lorp unto Moses, “ Behold, I will rain 
bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go 
out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may 
prove them, whether they will walkin my law, or no.” 

And in the morning the dew lay round about the 
host. And when the dew that lay was gone up, 
behold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay 
a small round thing, as small as the hoar frost on 
the ground. And when the children of Israel saw 
it, they said one to another, “It is manna”: for 
they wist not what it was. And Moses said unto 
them, “ This is the bread which the Lorp hath 
given you to eat.” And the house of Israel called 
the name thereof Manna: and it was like coriander 
seed, white; and the taste of it was like wafers 


made with honey. And the children of Israel did 
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eat manna forty years, until they came unto the 
borders of the land of Canaan. 


28. THe ProrLteE AT REPHIDIM: THE BATTLE 
WITH AMALEK. 


And all the congregation of the children of Israel 
journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, and pitched 
in Rephidim: and there was no water for the people 
to drink. Wherefore the people did chide with 
Moses, and said, “Give us water that we may drink.” 

And Moses said unto them, “ Why chide ye with 
me ? wherefore do ye tempt the Lorp ? ” 

And the people thirsted there for water; and 
the people murmured against Moses, and said, 
“Wherefore is this that thou hast brought us up 
out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our 
cattle with thirst ? ”’ 

And Moses cried unto the Lorp, saying, ““ What 
shall I do unto this people ? they be almost ready 
to stone me.” 

And the Lorp said unto Moses, “ Go on before 
the people, and take with thee of the elders of 
Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the 
river, take in thine hand, and go. Behold, I will 
stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb ; 
and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come 
water out of it, that the people may drink.” And 
Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 
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And he called the name of the place Massah, and 
Meribah [‘‘ Temptation ” and “ Strife ”’], because 
of the chiding of the children of Israel, and because 
they tempted the Lorp, saying, “Is the Lorp 
among us, or not % ” 


Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in 
Rephidim. And Moses said unto Joshua, ““ Choose 
us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: to- 
morrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the 
rod of God in mine hand.”” So Joshua did as Moses 
had said to him, and fought with Amalek: and 
Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 

And it came to pass, when Moses held up his 
hand, that Israel prevailed : and when he let down 
his hand, Amalek prevailed. But Moses’ hands 
were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it 
under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and 
Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, 
and the other on the other side ; and his hands were 
steady until the going down of the sun. And 
Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the 
edge of the sword. 


29. GoD LEADS THE PEOPLE BY THE’ PILLAR OF 
CLOUD AND OF FIRE COVERING THE TABERNACLE. 


And the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying, “ Speak 
unto the children of Israel, that they bring me an 
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offering: of every man that giveth it willingly 
with his heart ye shall take my offering. 

‘And this is the offering which ye shall take of 
them ; gold, and silver, and brass; and blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats’ 
hair; and rams’ skins dyed red, and skins, and 
acacia wood; oil for the light, spices for 
anointing oil, and for the sweet incense; onyx 
stones, and stones to be set, for the ephod, and for 
the breastplate. 

‘‘And let them make me a sanctuary; that I 
may dwell among them.” 


And on the day that the tabernacle was reared 
up the cloud covered the tabernacle, namely, the 
tent of the testimony : and at even there was upon 
the tabernacle as it were the appearance of fire, 
until the morning. So it was alway: the cloud 
covered it by day, and the appearance of fire by 
night. 

And when the cloud was taken up from the taber- 
nacle, then after that the children of Israel 
journeyed: and in the place where the cloud 
abode, there the children of Israel pitched their 
tents. At the commandment of the Lorp the 
children of Israel journeyed, and at the com- 
mandment of the Lorp they pitched: as long as 
the cloud abode upon the tabernacle they rested 
in their tents. 


58 THE BIBLE FOR CHILDREN 


And so it was, when the cloud abode from even 
unto the morning, and that the cloud was taken up 
in the morning, then they journeyed: whether 
it was by day or by night that the cloud was taken 
up, they journeyed. Or whether it were two days, 
or a month, or a year, that the cloud tarried upon 
_ the tabernacle, remaining thereon, the children 
of Israel abode in their tents, and journeyed not : 
but when it was taken up, they journeyed. At the 
commandment of the Lorp they rested in the tents, 
and at the commandment of the Lorp they 
journeyed. 


30. THe PEOPLE COMPLAIN BECAUSE THEY HAVE TO 
PASS ROUND THE LAND oF EDOM, AND ARE 
PUNISHED WITH FIERY SERPENTS. 


And Moses sent messengers from Kadesh unto 
the king of Edom, “‘ Thus saith thy brother Israel, 
“Thou knowest all the travel that hath befallen 
us: how our fathers went down into Egypt, and 
we have dwelt in Egypt a long time; and the 
Egyptians vexed us, and our fathers : and when we 
cried unto the Lorp, he heard our voice, and sent 
an angel, and hath brought us forth out of Egypt’: 
and, behold, we are in Kadesh, a city in the utter- 
most of thy border: let us pass, I pray thee, 
through thy country : we will not pass through the 
fields, or through the vineyards, neither will we 
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drink of the water of the wells: we will go by the 
king’s high way, we will not turn to the right 
hand nor to the left, until we have passed thy 
borders.” 

And Edom said unto him, “ Thou shalt not pass 
by me, lest I come out against thee with the 
sword.” 

And the children of Israel said unto him, ‘‘ We 
will go by the high way: and if I and my cattle 
drink of thy water, then I will pay for it.” 

And he said, “Thou shalt not go through.”’ 
And Edom came out against him with much 
people, and with a strong hand. Thus Edom 
refused to give Israel passage through his border: 
wherefore Israel turned away from him. 

And the children of Israel, even the whole con- 
gregation, journeyed from Kadesh, and came unto 
mount Hor. And they journeyed from mount 
Hor by the way of the Red Sea, to compass the 
land of Edom : and the soul of the people was much 
discouraged because of the way. 

And the people spake against God, and against 
Moses, ‘‘ Wherefore have ye brought us up out of 
Egypt to die in the wilderness ? for there is no 
bread, neither is there any water; and our soul 
loatheth this light bread.” 

And the Lorp sent fiery serpents among the 
people, and they bit the people ; and much people 
of Israel died. 
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Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, 
“We have sinned, for we have spoken against the 
Lorp, and against thee ; pray unto the Lorp, that 
he take away the serpents from us.” And Moses 
prayed for the people. 

And the Lorp said unto Moses, “‘ Make thee a 
fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall 
come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he 
looketh upon it, shall live.” And Moses made a 
serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it 
came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten 
any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he 
lived. 


31. Moses SENDS SPIES TO SPY OUT THE LAND 
OF CANAAN. 


And the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying, ‘‘ Send 
thou men, that they may search the land of Canaan, 
which I give unto the children of Israel: of every 
tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, every 
one a ruler among them.” 

And Moses sent them to spy out the land of 
Canaan, and said unto them, “ Get you up this way 
southward, and go up into the mountain: and 
see the land, what it is; and the people that 

dwelleth therein, whether they be strong or weak, 
few or many; and what the land is that they 
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dwell in, whether it be good or bad; and what 
cities they be that they dwell in, whether in tents, 
or in strong holds; and what the land is, whether 
it be fat or lean, whether there be wood therein, 
or not. And be ye of good courage, and bring 
of the fruit of the land.”’ 

Now the time was the time of the first ripe grapes. 
And they came unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut 
down from thence a branch with one cluster of 
grapes, and they bare it between two upon a staff ; 
and they brought of the pomegranates, and of the 
figs. (The place was called the brook “ Eshcol,’’ 
because of the “cluster ” of grapes which the 
children of Israel cut down from thence.) And 
they returned from searching of the land’ after 
forty days. 

And they came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all 
the congregation of the children of Israel, unto the 
wilderness of Paran; and brought back word 
unto them, and unto all the congregation, and 
shewed them the fruit of the land. And they told 
him, and said, ‘““ We came unto the land whither 
thou sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and 
honey ; and this is the fruit of it. Nevertheless the 
people are strong that dwell in the land, and the 
cities are walled, and very great.” 

And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and 
said, ‘“ Let us go up at once, and possess it; for 
we are well able to overcome it.” But the men 
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that went up with him said, ‘‘ We be not able to go 
up against the people ; for they are stronger than 
we.” And they brought up an evil report of the 
land which they had searched unto the children of 
Israel, saying, ‘‘ The land, through which we have 
gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the 
inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we 
saw in it are men of a great stature. And there we 
saw the giants: and we were in our own sight as 
grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.”’ 


32. JOSHUA AND CALEB ALONE SPEAK BRAVE 
Worbs. 


And all the congregation lifted up their voice, 
and cried; and the people wept that night. And 
all the children of Israel murmured against Moses 
and against Aaron: and the whole congregation 
said unto them, “‘ Would God that we had died in 
the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in 
this wilderness! And wherefore hath the Lorp 
brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, 
that our wives and our children should be a prey ? 
were it not better for us to return into Egypt ? ” 

And they said one to another, “‘ Let us make a 
captain, and let us return into Egypt.” 

And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh, which were of them that searched the 
ard, rent their clothes: and they spake unto all 
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the company of the children of Israel, saying, 
“ The land, which we passed through to search it, 
is an exceeding good land. If the Lorp delight 
in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give 
it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey. 
Only rebel not ye against the Lorp, neither fear 
ye the people of the land; for they are bread for 
us: their defence is departed from them, and the 
Lorp is with us: fear them not.” — 

But all the congregation bade stone them with 
stones. 

And the glory of the Lorp appeared in the taber- 
nacle of the congregation before all the children of 
Israel. And the Lorp said unto Moses, “ How 
long will this people provoke me? and how long 
will it be ere they believe me, for all the signs which 
I have shewed among them? I will smite them 
with the pestilence, and disinherit them, and will 
make of thee a greater nation and mightier than 
they.” 

And Moses said unto the Lorp, “ Pardon, I 
beseech thee, the iniquity of this people accord- 
ing unto the greatness of thy mercy, and as thou 
hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even until 
now.” 

And the Lorp said, “‘ I have pardoned according 
to thy word: but as truly as I live, all the earth 
shall be filled with the glory of the Lorp. Because 
all those men which have seen my glory, and my 
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miracles, which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, 
and have tempted me now these ten times, and 
have not hearkened to my voice ; surely they shall 
not see the land which I sware unto their fathers, 
neither shall any of them that provoked me see it : 
but my servant Caleb, because he had another 
spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him 
will I bring into the land whereinto he went.” 


And the men, which Moses sent to search the 
land, who returned, and made all the congregation 
to murmur against him, by bringing up a slander 
upon the land, even those men that did bring up 
the evil report upon the land, died by the plague 
before the Lornpd. But Joshua the son of Nun, and 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of the 
men that went to search the land, lived still. 


VII. 


AFTER FORTY YEARS, JOSHUA LEADS THE 
PEOPLE INTO THE NEW COUNTRY. 


30. JOSHUA IS MADE LEADER; AND THE PEOPLE 
CROSS THE River JORDAN INTO THE NEW 
CoUNTRY. 


Now after the death of Moses the servant of the 
Lorp it came to pass, that the Lorp spake unto 
Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ minister, saying, 


35 
Sj 


AS DIVIDED AMONG 
Sw al ee Pl ad 2 Sl 


English, Miles 
| eer 5 


CANAAN 


2) frame’ 
\ Waka 


$ ° om 
J gilebrh : 


Sow 


E ON 


S'tiewitag 


% aStune 


on, Jeyree’ 
wi ee 


Sibvothe 


Gap 


Steer ioe Ds 
; S 


| 


nan 


Leura? 


eherioth 


° 
Saleh. 


JOSHUA LEADS THE PEOPLE 65 


“Moses my servant is dead ; now therefore arise, 
go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, 
unto the land which I do give to them, even to the 
children of Israel. Only be thou strong and very 
courageous, that thou mayest observe to do accord- 
ing to all the law, which Moses my servant com- 
manded thee: turn not from it to the right hand 
or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whither- 
soever thou goest. This book of the law shall not 
depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate 
therein day and night, that thou mayest observe 
to do according to all that is written therein : for 
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then 
thou shalt have good success. Have not I com- 
manded thee? Bestrong and of a good courage ; be 
not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lorp 
thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.”’ 


And it came to pass, when the people removed 
from their tents, to pass over Jordan, and the 
priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the 
people; and as they that bare the ark were come 
unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare 
the ark were dipped in the brim of the water 
(for Jordan overfloweth all his banks all the time 
of harvest), that the waters which came down from 
above stood and rose up upon an heap. And those 
that came down toward the sea of the plain, even 
the salt sea, failed, and were cut off: and the people 

S) 
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passed over right against Jericho. And the priests 
that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lorp 
stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, 
and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, 
until all the people were passed clean over Jordan. 

And it came to pass, when all the people were 
clean passed over Jordan, that the Lorp spake 
unto Joshua, saying, “ Take you twelve men out 
of the people, out of every tribe a man, and com- 
mand ye them, saying, ‘ Take you hence out of the 
midst of Jordan, out of the place where the priests’ 
feet stood firm, twelve stones, and ye shall carry 
them over with you, and leave them in the lodging 
place, where ye shall lodge this night.’ ” 

Then Joshua called the twelve men, whom he had 
prepared of the children of Israel, out of every 
tribe a man: and Joshua said unto them, “ Pass 
over before the ark of the Lorp your God into 
the midst of Jordan, and take you up every man 
of you a stone upon his shoulder, according unto 
the number of the tribes of the children of Israel : 
that this may be a sign among you, that when your 
children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, 
“What mean ye by these stones?’ then ye shall 
answer them, “ That the waters of Jordan were cut 
off before the ark of the covenant of the Lorp; 
when it passed over Jordan, the waters of Jordan 
were cut off’: and these stones shall be for a 
memorial unto the children of Israel for ever,”’ 
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And the children of Israel did so as Joshua 
commanded, and took up twelve stones out of the 
midst of Jordan, as the Lorp spake unto Joshua, 
according to the number of the tribes of the children 
of Israel, and carried them over with them unto 
the place where they lodged, and laid them down 
there. 

And the people came up out of Jordan on the 
tenth day of the first month, and encamped in 
Gilgal, in the east border of Jericho. 

And those twelve stones, which they took out 
of Jordan, did Joshua pitch in Gilgal. And he 
spake unto the children of Israel, saying, ‘‘ When 
your children shall ask their fathers in time to 
come, saying, What mean these stones?’ then ye 
shall let your children know, saying, ‘Israel came 
over this Jordan on dry land.’ For the Lorp 
your God dried up the waters of Jordan from before 
you, until ye were passed over, as the Lorp your 
God did to the Red Sea, which he dried up from 
before us, until we were gone over: that all the 
people of the earth might know the hand of the 
Lorp, that it is mighty: that ye might fear 
the Lorp your God for ever.” 


34. Toe ANGEL-CAPTAIN, AND A GREAT VICTORY. 


And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, 
that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, 
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there stood a man over against him with his 
sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto 
him, and said unto him, “ Art thou for us, or 
for our adversaries?” And he said, “ Nay; 
but as captain of the host of the Lorp am I now 
come.” 

And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did 
worship, and said unto him, “* What saith my lord 
unto his servant ? ” 

And the captain of the Lorp’s host said unto 
Joshua, ““ Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for 
the place whereon thou standest is holy.” And 
Joshua did so. 

And the Lorp said unto Joshua, “ See, I have 
given into thine hand Jericho, and the king thereof, 
and the mighty men of valour. And ye shall 
compass the city, all ye men of war, and go round 
about the city once. Thus shalt thou do six days. 
And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven 
trumpets of rams’ horns: and the seventh day ye 
shall compass the city seven times, and the priests 
shall blow with the trumpets. And it shall come to 
pass, that when they make a long blast with the 
ram’s horn, and when ye hear the sound of the 
trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great 
shout ; and the wall of the city shall fall down flat, 
and the people shall ascend up every man straight 
before him.” 

And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, 
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and said unto them, “ Take up the ark of the cove- 
nant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets 
of rams’ horns before the ark of the Lorp.” And 
he said unto the people, “ Pass on, and compass the 
city, and let him that is armed pass on before the 
ark of the Lorp.”’ 

And it came to pass, when Joshua had spoken 
unto the people, that the seven priests bearing 
the seven trumpets of rams’ horns passed on 
before the Lorp, and blew with the trumpets: 
and the ark of the covenant of the Lorp followed 
them. And the armed men went before the priests 
that blew with the trumpets, and the rereward 
came after the ark, the priests going on, and blowing 
with the trumpets. And Joshua had commanded 
the people, saying, “ Ye shall not shout, nor make 
any noise with your voice, neither shall any word 
proceed out of your mouth, until the day I bid you 
shout ; then shall ye shout.” So the ark of the 
Lorp compassed the city, goig about it once: 
and they came into the camp, and lodged in the 
camp. 

And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the 
priests took up the ark of the Lorp. And seven 
priests bearing seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
before the ark of the Lorp went on continually, 
and blew with the trumpets: and the armed men 
went before them; but the rereward came after 
the ark of the Lorp, the priests going on, and blow- 
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ing with the trumpets. And the second day they 
compassed the city once, and returned into the 
camp: so they did six days. 

And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they 
rose early about the dawning of the day, and com- 
passed the city after the same manner seven times : 
only on that day they compassed the city seven 
times. And it came to pass at the seventh time, 
when the priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua 
said unto the people, “‘ Shout ; for the Lorp hath 
given you the city.” So the people shouted when 
the priests blew with the trumpets: and it came 
to pass, when the people heard the sound of the 
trumpet, and the people shouted with a great 
shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the 
people went up into the city, every man straight 
before him, and they took the city. 

So the Lorp was with Joshua ; and his fame was 
noised throughout all the country. 


So Joshua smote all the country of the hills, 
and of the south, and of the vale, and of the springs, 
and all their kings: he left none remaining. 
Joshua made war a long time with all those kings. 
There was not a city that made peace with the 
children of Israel, save the Hivites the inhabitants 
of Gibeon : all other they took in battle. 

And the land rested from war. 


STORIES OF EARLY RULERS rps 


VIII. 


STORIES OF EARLY RULERS IN THE 
NEW COUNTRY. 


00. THE PEOPLE FORGET GoD AND BEHAVE 
WICKEDLY. THEY ARE PUNISHED. 


AnD the children of Israel did evil in the sight of 
the Lorp: and the Lorp delivered them into 
the hand of Midian seven years. And the hand 
of Midian prevailed against Israel: and because 
of the Midianites the children of Israel made them 
the dens which are in the mountains, and caves, 
and strong holds. 

And so it was, when Israel had sown, that the 
Midianites came up, and the Amalekites, and the 
children of the east, even they came up against 
them; and they encamped against them, and 
destroyed the increase of the earth, and left no 
sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor 
ass. For they came up with their cattle and their 
tents, and they came as grasshoppers for multitude ; 
for both they and their camels were without 
number : and they entered into the land to destroy 
it. And the children of Israel cried unto the 
Lorp. 

And it came to pass, when the children of Israel 
cried unto the Lorp because of the Midianites, that 
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the Lorp sent a prophet unto the children of Israel, 
which said unto them, “‘ Thus saith the Lorp God of 
Israel, ‘I brought you up from Egypt, and brought 
you forth out of the house of bondage; and I de- 
livered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and 
out of the hand of all that oppressed you, and 
drave them out from before you, and gave you 
their land ; and I said unto you, ““I am the Lorp 
your God; fear not the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land ye dwell,” but ye have not obeyed my 
voice.” ”’ 

And there came an angel of the Lorn, and sat 
under an oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained 
unto Joash the Abi-ezrite: and his son Gideon 
threshed wheat by the winepress, to hide it from 
the Midianites. And the angel of the Lorp 
appeared unto him, and said unto him, “ The Lorp 
is with thee, thou mighty man of valour.” 

And Gideon said unto him, “‘ Oh my Lord, if the 
Lorp be with us, why then is all this befallen us ? 
and where be all his miracles which our fathers 
told us of, saying, “ Did not the Lorp bring us up 
from Egypt ?’ but now the Lorp hath forsaken us, 
and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.” 

And the Lorp looked upon him, and said, “‘ Go 
in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from 
the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee 2 ”’ 

And he said unto him, “‘ Oh my Lord, wherewith 
shall I save Israel? behold, my family is poor 
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in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s 
house.” 

And the Lorp said unto him, “ Surely I will be 
with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as 
one man.” 


Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and 
the children of the east were gathered together, 
and went over, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel. 

But the Spirit of the Lorp came upon Gideon, 
and he blew a trumpet. And he sent messengers 
throughout all Manasseh ; who also was gathered 
after him: and he sent messengers unto Asher, and 
unto Zebulun, and unto Naphtali; and they came 
up to meet them. 

And Gideon said unto God, “ If thou wilt save 
Israel by mine hard, as thou hast said, behold, I 
will put a fleece of wool in the floor ; and if the dew 
be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the earth 
beside, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel 
by mine hand, as thou hast said.” And it was so: 
for he rose up early on the morrow, and thrust the 
fleece together, and wringed the dew out of the 
fleece, a bowl full of water. And Gideon said unto 
God, ‘‘ Let not thine anger be hot against me, and 
I will speak but this once: let me prove, I pray 
thee, but this once with the fleece; let it now 
be dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the ground 
let there be dew.”’ And God did so that night : 
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for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there was 
dew on all the ground. 


36. GIDEON, ENCOURAGED BY GOD, DELIVERS 
THE PEOPLE. 


And the Lorp said unto Gideon, “The people that 
are with thee are too many for me to give the 
Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt 
themselves against me, saying, “Mine own hand 
hath saved me.’ Now therefore go to, proclaim 
in the ears of the people, saying, “ Whosoever is 
fearful and afraid, let him return and depart early 
from mount Gilead.’ ” 

And there returned of the people twenty and 
two thousand ; and there remained ten thousand. 

And the Lorp said unto Gideon, “‘ The people are 
yet too many; bring them down unto the water, 
and I will try them for thee there : and it shall be, 
that of whom I say unto thee, ‘ This shall go with 
thee,’ the same shall go with thee ; and of whom- 
soever I say unto thee, * This shall not go with thee, 
the same shall not go.’”’ So he brought down the 
people unto the water: and the Lorp said unto 
Gideon, ** Every one that lappeth of the water with 
his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou 
set by himself; likewise every one that boweth 
down upon his knees to drink.”” And the number 
of them that lapped, putting their hand to their 
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mouth, were three hundred men: but all the rest 
of the people bowed down upon their knees to 
drink water. 

And the Lorp said unto Gideon, “‘ By the three 
hundred men that lapped will I save you, and 
deliver the Midianites into thine hand: and let 
all the other people go every man unto his place.” 
And it came to pass the same night, that the 
Lorp said unto him, “ Arise, get thee down unto 
the host; for I have delivered it into thine hand. 
But if thou fear to go down, go thou with Phurah 
thy servant down to the host: and thou shalt 
hear what they say; and afterward shall thine 
hands be strengthened to go down unto the 
host.” 

Then went he down with Phurah his servant unto 
the outside of the armed men that were in the host. 
And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the 
children of the east lay along in the valley like 
grasshoppers for multitude ; and their camels were 
without number, as the sand by the sea-side for 
multitude. And when Gideon was come, behold, 
there was a man that told a dream unto his fellow, 
and said, “‘ Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo, 
a cake of barley bread tumbled into the host of 
Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote it that it 
fell, and overturned it that the tent lay along.” 
And his fellow answered and said, “ This is nothing 
else save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, 
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a man of Israel: for into his hand hath God de- 
livered Midian, and all the host.” 

And it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of 
the dream, and the interpretation thereof, that he 
worshipped, and returned into the host of Israel, 
and said, ‘‘ Arise; for the Lorp hath delivered into 
your hand the host of Midian.” And he divided 
the three hundred men into three companies, 
and he put a trumpet in every man’s hand, with 
empty pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers. 
And he said unto them, “‘ Look on me, and do 
likewise: and, behold, when I come to the outside 
of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. 
When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with 
me, then blow ye the trumpets also on every side 
of all the camp, and say, ° The sword of the Lorn, 
and of Gideon.’ ” 

So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with 
him, came unto the outside of the camp in the 
beginning of the middle watch; and they had but 
newly set the watch : and they blew the trumpets, 
and brake the pitchers that were in their hands. 
And the three companies blew the trumpets, and 
brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in their 
left hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to 
blow withal: and they cried, ‘‘ The sword of the 
Lorp, and of Gideon.” And they stood every man 
in his place round about the camp: and all the 
host ran, and cried, and fled. And the three 
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hundred blew the trumpets, and the Lorp set 
every man’s sword against his fellow, even through- 
out all the host: and the host fled. And the men 
of Israel gathered themselves together and pursued 
after the Midianites. 

Thus was Midian subdued before the children of 
Israel, so that they lifted up their heads no more. 
And the country was in quietness forty years in the 
days of Gideon. 


37. THe Story oF RutH AnD NAomt. 


Now it came to pass in the days when the judges 
ruled, that there was a faminein the land. Anda 
certain man of Beth-lehem-judah went to sojourn 
in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his 
two sons. And the name of the man was Elime- 
lech, and the name of his wife Naomi, and the name 
of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion. And they 
came into the country of Moab, and continued 
there. 

And Elimelech Naomi’s husband died; and she 
was left, and her two sons. And they took them 
wives of the women of Moab ; the name of the one 
was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth: 
and they dwelled there about ten years. And 
Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them; and 
the woman was left of her two sons and her husband. 

Then she arose with her daughters in law, that 
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she might return from the country of Moab: for 
she had heard in the country of Moab how that the 
Lorp had visited his people in giving them bread. 
Wherefore she went forth out of the place where 
she was, and her two daughters in law with her ; 
and they went on the way to return unto the land 
of Judah. 

And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law, 
‘“* Go, return each to her mother’s house : the Lorp 
deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the 
dead, and with me. The Lorp grant you that ye 
may find rest, each of you in the house of her 
husband.” Then she kissed them; and they 
lifted up their voice, and wept. 

And they said unto her, “ Surely we will return 
with thee unto thy people.” 

And Naomi said, “ Turn again, my daughters : 
why will ye go with me ? ” 

And they lifted up their voice, and wept again : 
and Orpah kissed her mother in law; but Ruth 
clave unto her. 

And she said, “‘ Behold, thy sister in law is 
gone back unto her people, and unto her gods: 
return thou after thy sister in law.” 

And Ruth said, “ Intreat me not to leave thee, 
or to return from following after thee : for whither 
thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I 
will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and 
thy God my God,” 
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When she saw that she was stedfastly minded to 
go with her, then she left speaking unto her. 

So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, 
her daughter in law, with her, which returned out 
of the country of Moab: and they came to 
Beth-lehem in the beginning of barley harvest. 


38. RUTH GLEANING IN THE FIELDS oF Boaz. 


And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband’s, a 
mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech ; 
and his name was Boaz. And Ruth the Moabitess 
said unto Naomi, “ Let me now go to the field, and 
glean ears of corn after him in whose sight I shall 
find grace.” 

And she said unto her, “ Go, my daughter.” 

And she went, and came, and gleaned in the field 
after the reapers : and her hap was to light on a part 
of the field belonging unto Boaz, who was of the 
kindred of Elimelech. And, behold, Boaz came from 
Beth-lehem, and said unto the reapers, “‘ The 
Lorp be with you.’ And they answered him, 
“The Lorp bless thee.”’ Then said Boaz unto his 
servant that was set over the reapers, ““ Whose 
damsel is this ? ” | 

And the servant that was set over the reapers 
answered and said, “It is the Moabitish damsel 
that came back with Naomi out of the country of 
Moab: and she said, ‘I pray you, let me glean 
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and gather after the reapers among the sheaves ’: 
so she came, and hath continued even from the 
morning until now,’ that she tarried a little in 
the house.” 

Then said Boaz unto Ruth, “ Hearest thou not, 
my daughter ? Go not to glean in another field, 
neither go from hence, but abide here fast by my 
maidens: let thine eyes be on the field that they 
do reap, and go thou after them: have I not 
charged the young men that they shall not touch 
thee? and when thou art athirst, go unto the 
vessels, and drink of that which the young men 
have drawn.” 

Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to 
the ground, and said unto him, “ Why have I 
found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest 
take knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger ? ” 

And Boaz answered and said unto her, “ It hath 
fully been shewed me, all that thou hast done unto 
thy mother in law since the death of thine husband : 
and how thou hast left thy father and thy mother, 
and the land of thy nativity, and art come unto a 
people which thou knewest not heretofore. The 
Lorp recompense thy work, and a full reward be 
given thee of the Lorp God of Israel, under whose 
wings thou art come to trust.” 

Then she said, “‘ Let me find favour in thy sight, 
my lord; for that thou hast comforted me, and 
for that thou hast spoken friendly unto thine hand- 
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maid, though I be not like unto one of thine hand- 
maidens.” | 

And Boaz said unto her, “‘ At mealtime come 
thou hither, and eat of the bread, and dip thy 
morsel in the vinegar.” And she sat beside the 
reapers: and he reached her parched corn, and she 
did eat, and was sufficed, and left. 

And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz com- 
manded his young men, saying, “ Let her glean 
even among the sheaves, and reproach her not: 
and let fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for 
her, and leave them, that she may glean them, and 
rebuke her not.” 

So she gleaned in the field until even, and beat 
out that she had gleaned: and it was about an 
ephah of barley. And she took it up, and went into 
the city: and her mother in law saw what she had 
gleaned: and she brought forth, and gave to her 
that she had reserved after she was sufficed. 

And her mother in law said unto her, ““ Where 
hast thou gleaned to-day ? and where wroughtest 
thou ? blessed be he that did take knowledge of 
thee.” 

And she shewed her mother in law with whom 
she had wrought, and said, “ The man’s name 
with whom I wrought to-day is Boaz.” 

And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, 
‘* Blessed be he of the Lorp, who hath not left off 
his kindness to the living and to the dead.” And 
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Naomi said unto her, ‘‘ The man is near of kin 
unto us, one of our next kinsmen.” 

And Ruth the Moabitess said, ““ He said unto 
me also, ‘ Thou shalt keep fast by my young men, 
until they have ended all my harvest.’ ” 

And Naomi said unto Ruth her daughter in law, 
“It is good, my daughter, that thou go out with 
his maidens, that they meet thee not in any other 
field.”’ 

So she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean 
unto the end of barley harvest and of wheat 
harvest ; and dwelt with her mother in law. 


[Ruth became the wife of Boaz; and was the great-grandmother 
of David. ] 


39. ELI AND SAMUEL. 


Now there was a certain man of mount Ephraim, 
and his name was Elkanah: and he had two 
wives ; the name of the one was Hannah, and the 
name of the other Peninnah: and Peninnah had 
children, but Hannah had no children. And she 
prayed unto the Lorp. Wherefore it came to pass, 
Hannah bare a son, and called his name Samuel, 
saying, “ Because I have asked him of the Lorp.”’ 

ind the child did minister unto the Lorp before 
Eli the priest. 

Now the sons of Hl were wicked; they knew 
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not the Lorp. Wherefore the sin of the young 
men was very great before the Lorp. 

But Samuel ministered before the Lorp, being a 
child, girded with a linen ephod. Moreover his 
mother made him a little coat, and brought it to 
him from year to year, when she came up with her 
husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. And Eli 
blessed Elkanah and his wife. And the child 
Samuel grew before the Lorp. 

Now Eli was very old, and heard all that his 
sons did unto all Israel. And he said unto them, 
“Why do ye such things ? for I hear of your evil 
dealings by all this people. Nay, my sons; for it 
is no good report that I hear: ye make the Lorp’s 
people to transgress. If one man sin against 
another, the judge shall judge him: but if a man 
sin against the Lorp, who shall intreat for him ?” 

Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto the 
voice of their father. 

And the child Samuel grew, and was in favour 
both with the Lorp, and also with men. 


And it came to pass at that time, when Eli was 
laid down in his place, and his eyes began to wax 
dim, that he could not see; and ere the lamp of 
God went out in the temple of the Lorp, where 
the ark of God was, and Samuel was laid down 
to sleep; that the Lorp called Samuel: and he 
answered, ‘‘ Here am I.” 
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And he ran unto Eli, and said, “‘ Here am I; 
for thou calledst me.” 

And he said, “I called not; lie down again.” 
And he went and lay down. 

And the Lorp called yet again, “ Samuel.” 
And Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, ““ Here 
amI; for thou didst call me.” 

And he answered, ‘“‘I called not, my son; le 
down again.” 

Now Samuel did not yet know the Lorn, neither 
was the word of the Lorp yet revealed unto him. 
And the Lorp called Samuel again the third time. 
And he arose and went to Eli, and said, “‘ Here am 
I; for thou didst call me.” 

And Eli perceived that the Lorp had called the 
child. Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, “ Go, lie 
down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou 
shalt say, “Speak, Lorn; for thy servant heareth.’”’ 

So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 


40. THe PunIsHMENT oF ELI AND HIS 
DIsSOBEDIENT Sons. 


And the Lorp came, and stood, and called as 
at other times, “Samuel, Samuel.” Then Samuel 
answered, “ Speak ; for thy servant heareth.”’ 

And the Lorp said to Samuel, “‘ Behold, I will 
do a thing in Israel, at which both the ears of every 
one that heareth it shall tingle. In that day I will 


STORIES OF EARLY RULERS 85 


perform against Eli all things which I have spoken 
concerning his house: when I begin, I will also 
make an end. For I have told him that I will 
judge his house for ever for the iniquity which 
he knoweth; because his sons made themselves 
vile, and he restrained them not.” 

And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened 
the doors of the house of the Lorp. And Samuel 
feared to shew Eli the vision. 

Then Eli called Samuel, and said, “‘ Samuel, 
my son.” 

And he answered, ““ Here am I.” 

And he said, “* What is the thing that the Lorp 
hath said unto thee? I pray thee hide it not from 
me: God do so to thee, and more also, if thou hide 
any thing from me of all the things that he said 
unto thee.” 

And Samuel told him every whit, and hid 
nothing from him. 

And he said, “‘ It is the Lorn: let him do what 
seemeth him good.” 


And Samuel grew, and the Lorp was with him, 
and did let none of his words fall to the ground. 
And all Israel from Dan even to Beer-sheba knew 
that Samuel was established to be a prophet of 
the Lorp. 


Now Israel went out against the Philistines to 
battle, and pitched beside Hben-ezer: and the 
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put themselves in array against Israel: and when 
they joined battle, Israel was smitten before the 
Philistines : and they slew of the army in the field 
about four thousand men. 

And when the people were come into the camp, 
the elders of Israel said, ““ Wherefore hath the 
Lorp smitten us to-day before the Philistines ? 
Let us fetch the ark of the covenant of the Lorp 
out of Shiloh unto us, that, when it cometh among 
us, it may save us out of the hand of our enemies.” 

So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might 
bring from thence the ark of the covenant of the 
Lorp of hosts, which dwelleth between the 
cherubims: and the two sons of Eh, Hophni and 
Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant 
of God. And when the ark of the covenant of the 
Lorp came into the camp, all Israel shouted with 
a great shout, so that the earth rang again. 

And when the Philistines heard the noise of the 
shout, they said, ‘“ What meaneth the noise of this 
great shout in the camp of the Hebrews?” And 
they understood that the ark of the Lorp was come 
into the camp. And the Philistines were afraid, 
for they said, “ God is come into the camp.”” And 
they said, ““ Woe unto us! for there hath not been 
such a thing heretofore. Woe unto us! who shall 
deliver us out of the hand of these mighty Gods ? 
these are the Gods that smote the Egyptians with 
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all the plagues in the wilderness. Be strong, and 
quit yourselves like men, O ye Philistines, that ye 
be not servants unto the Hebrews, as they have 
been to you: quit yourselves like men, and 
fight.” 

And the Philistines fought, and Israel was 
smitten, and they fled every man into his tent: 
and there was a very great slaughter; for there 
fell of Israel thirty thousand footmen. And the 
ark of God was taken; and the two sons of Eli, 
Hophni and Phinehas, were slain. 

And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, 
and came to Shiloh the same day with his clothes 
rent, and with earth upon his head. And when he 
came, lo, Eli sat upon a seat by the wayside watch- 
ing: for his heart trembled for the ark of God. 
And when the man came into the city, and told it, 
all the city cried out. 

And when Eli heard the noise of the crying, he 
said, “‘ What meaneth the noise of this tumult ? ” 
And the man came in hastily, and told El. Now 
Eli was ninety and eight years old; and his eyes 
were dim, that he could not see. And the man 
said unto Eh, “‘ [am he that came out of the army, 
and I fled to-day out of the army.”’ 

And he said, ““ What is there done, my son ? ”’ 

And the messenger answered and said, “ Israel 
is fled before the Philistines, and there hath been 
also a great slaughter among the people, and thy 


88 THE BIBLE FOR CHILDREN 


two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and 
the ark of God is taken.” And it came to pass, 
when he made mention of the ark of God, that he 
fell from off the seat backward by the side of the 
gate, and his neck brake, and he died: for he was 
an oldman, and heavy. And he had judged Israel 
forty years. 


BS 
STORIES OF THE FIRST TWO KINGS. 


41. Sau, THE Future Kinc, coMES TO SAMUEL. 


Anp Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. 

And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that 
he made his sons judges over Israel. 

And his sons walked not in his ways, but took 
bribes and perverted judgment. 

Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves 
together, and came to Samuel unto Ramah, and 
said unto him, “ Behold, thou art old, and thy sons 
walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to 
judge us like all the nations.” 

But the thing displeased Samuel, when they 
sald, “ Give us a king to judge us.”” And Samuel 
prayed unto the Lorp. And the Lorp said unto 
Samuel, “ Hearken unto the voice of the people in 
all that they say unto thee: yet protest solemnly 
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unto them, and shew them the manner of the king 
that shall reign over them.” 


Now there was a man of Benjamin, whose 
name was Kish, a Benjamite, a mighty man of 
power. And he had a son, whose name was 
Saul, a choice young man, and a goodly: and 
there was not among the children of Israel a goodlier 
person than he: from his shoulders and upward 
he was higher than any of the people. And the 
asses of Kish Saul’s father were lost. And Kish 
said to Saul his son, “‘ Take now one of the servants 
with thee, and arise, go seek the asses.” And he 
passed through mount Ephraim, and passed 
through the land of Shalisha, but they found them 
not: then they passed through the land of Shalim, 
and there they were not: and he passed through 
the land of the Benjamites, but they found them 
not. And when they were come to the land of 
Zuph, Saul said to his servant that was with him, 
“Come, and let us return; lest my father leave 
caring for the asses, and take thought for us.”’ 

And he said unto him, “ Behold now, there is 
in this city a man of God, and he is an honourable 
man; all that he saith cometh surely to pass: 
now let us go thither; peradventure he can shew 
us our way that we should go.” 

Then said Saul to his servant, “ But, behold, if 
we go, what shall we bring the man? for the 
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bread is spent in our vessels, and there is not a 
present to bring to the man of God: what have 
we?” 

And the servant answered Saul again, and said, 
“ Behold, I have here at hand the fourth part of 
a shekel of silver: that will I give to the man of 
God, to tell us our way.” (Beforetime in Israel, 
when a man went to inquire of God, thus he spake, 
““ Come, and let us go to the seer’: for he that is 
now called a Prophet was beforetime called a Seer.) 

Then said Saul to his servant, ‘“‘ Well said ; 
come, let us go.” So they went unto the city 
where the man of God was. And as they went up 
the hill to the city, they found young maidens 
going out to draw water, and said unto them, “ Is 
the seer here?’ And they answered them, and 
said, ““ He is; behold, he is before you: make 
haste now, for he came to-day to the city; for 
there is a sacrifice of the people to-day in the high 
place: as soon as ye be come into the city, ye 
shall straightway find him, before he go up to the 
high place to eat: for the people will not eat 
until he come, because he doth bless the sacrifice ; 
and afterwards they eat that be bidden. Now 
therefore get you up; for about this time ye shall 
find him.” And they went up into the city: and 
when they were come into the city, behold, Samuel 
came out against them, for to go up to the high 
place. 
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Now the Lorp had told Samuel in his ear a day 
before Saul came, saying, “ To-morrow about this 
time I will send thee a man out of the land of Ben- 
jamin, and thou shalt anoint him to be captain 
over my people Israel.” 

And when Samuel saw Saul, the Lorp said unto 
him, “ Behold the man whom I spake to thee of ! 
this same shall reign over my people.” 

Then Saul drew near to Samuel in the gate, and 
said, “ Tell me, I pray thee, where the seer’s house 
is?” 

And Samuel answered Saul, and said, “‘ I am the 
seer: go up before me unto the high place; for 
ye shall eat with me to-day, and to-morrow I will 
let thee go, and will tell thee all that is in thine 
heart. And as for thine asses that were lost three 
days ago, set not thy mind on them; for they are 
found.” 


42. SAMUEL ANOINTS SAUL TO BE KING. 


And when they were come down from the high 
place into the city, Samuel communed with Saul 
upon the top of the house. 

And they arose early: and it came to pass 
about the spring of the day, that Samuel called 
Saul to the top of the house, saying, “ Up, that I 
may send thee away.” And Saul arose, and they 
went out both of them, he and Samuel, abroad. 
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And as they were going down to the end of the 
city, Samuel said to Saul, “ Bid the servant pass 
on before us (and he passed on), but stand thou 
still a while, that I may shew thee the word of 
God.’’ Then Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured 
it upon his head, and kissed him, and said, “ Is it 
not because the Lorp hath anointed thee to be 
captain over his inheritance ? ” 


And Samuel called the people together unto the 
Lorp to Mizpeh. And when Samuel had caused all 
the tribes of Israel to come near, the tribe of Ben- 
jamin was taken. When he had caused the tribe 
of Benjamin to come near by their families, the 
family of Matri was taken, and Saul the son of 
Kish was taken. And when he stood among the 
people, he was higher than any of the people from 
his shoulders and upward. 

And Samuel said to all the people, “ See ye him 
whom the Lorp hath chosen, that-there is none like 
him among all the people?” And all the people 
shouted, and said, “‘ God save the king.” 

Then Samuel told the people the manner of the 
kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and laid it 
up before the Lorp. And Samuel sent all the 
people away, every man to his house. And 
Saul also went home to Gibeah; and there went 
with him a band of men. whose hearts God had 
touched. 
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43. SAUL BECOMES DISOBEDIENT, AND IS TROUBLED 
BY AN Evin Spirit. Davip PLAYS THE Harp 
BEFORE SAUL AT HIS COMMAND. 


But the Spirit of the Lorp departed from Saul, 
and an evil spirit troubled him. 

And Saul’s servants said unto him, “ Behold 
now, an evil spirit troubleth thee. Let our lord 
now command thy servants, which are before thee, 
to seek out a man, who is a cunning player on an 
harp: and it shall come to pass, when the evil 
spirit is upon thee, that he shall play with his hand, 
and thou shalt be well. 

And Saul said unto his servants, ““ Provide me 
now a man that can play well, and bring him to me.” 

Then answered one of the servants, and said, 
“ Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Beth- 
lehemite, that is cunning in playing, and a mighty 
valiant man, and a man of war, and prudent in 
matters, and a comely person, and the LorD is 
with him.” 

Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto Jesse, and 
said, “Send me David thy son, which is with the 
sheep.” And Jesse*took ‘an dss laden with bread, 
and a bottle of wine, attd a kid’ and sent them by 
David his son unto Saul. And David came to 
Saul, and stood before him: and he loved him 
greatly ; and he became his armourbearer. 
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And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “ Let David, I 
pray thee, stand before me; for he hath found 
favour in my sight.” And it came to pass, when 
the evil spirit was tipon Saul, that David took an 
harp, and played with his hand: so Saul was~ 
refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit departed 
from him. 


44, Tue PHILISTINE GIANT. 


Now the Philistines gathered together their armies 
to battle. And Saul and the men of Israel were 
gathered together, and set the battle in array against 
the Philistines. And the Philistines stood on a 
mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on a 
mountain on the other side: and there was a 
valley between them. 

And there went out a champion out of the camp 
of the Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath, whose 
height was six cubits and a span. And he had an 
helmet. of brass upon his head, and he was armed 
with a coat of mail; and the weight of the coat 
was five thousand shekels of brass. And he had 
greaves of brass upon his legs, and a target of brass 
between his shoulders. And the staff of his spear 
was like a weaver’s beam; and his spear’s head 
weighed six hundred shekels of iron: and one 
bearing a shield went before him. 

And he stood and cried unto the armies of 
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Israel, and said unto them, “‘ Why are ye come out 
to set your battle in array ? am not I a Philistine, 
and ye servants to Saul? choose you a man for 
you, and let him come down to me. If he be able 
to fight with me, and to kill me, then will we be your 
servants: but if I prevail against him, and kill 
him, then shall ye be our servants, and serve us.” 
And the Philistine said, “I defy the armies of 
Israel this day ; give me a man, that we may fight 
together.” 

When Saul and all Israel heard those words of 
the Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly 
afraid. 

Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of 
Beth-lehem-judah, whose name was Jesse; and 
he had eight sons: and the man went among men 
for an old man in the days of Saul. And the three 
eldest sons of Jesse went and followed Saul to the 
battle: and the names of his three sons that went 
to the battle were Eliab the firstborn, and next 
unto him Abinadab, and the third Shammah. 
And David was the youngest : and the three eldest 
followed Saul. But David went and returned from 
Saul to feed his father’s sheep at Beth-lehem. 

And the Philistine drew near morning and even- 
ing, and presented himself forty days. 

And Jesse said unto David his son, “* Take now 
for thy brethren an ephah of this parched corn, 
and these ten loaves, and run to the camp to thy 
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brethren; and carry these ten cheeses unto the 
captain of their thousand, and look how thy 
brethren fare.” 

Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, 
were in the valley of Elah, fighting with the 
Philistines. And David rose up early in the morn- 
ing, and left the sheep with a keeper, and took, and 
went, as Jesse had commanded him ; and he came 
to the trench, as the host was going forth to the 
fight, and shouted for the battle. And David 
ran into the army, and came and saluted his 
brethren. And as he talked with them, behold, 
there came up the champion, the Philistine of 
Gath, Golath by name, out of the armies of the 
Philistines, and spake according to the same words : 
and David heard them. And all the men of Israel, 
when they saw the man, fled from him, and were 
sore afraid. 


45. DAVID GOES OUT AGAINST THE GIANT. 


And the men of Israel said, ‘‘ Have ye seen this 
man that is come up? surely to defy Israel is 
he come up: and it shall be, that the man who 
killeth him, the king will enrich him with great 
riches, and will give him his daughter, and make 
his father’s house free in Israel.”’ 

And David spake to the men that stood by him, 
saying, ““ What shall be done to the man that 
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killeth this Philistine, and taketh away the re- 
proach from Israel? for who is this uncircumcised 
Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the 
living God ? ” 

And the people answered him after this manner, 
saying, “So shall it be done to the man that killeth 
him.’”’ And when the words were heard which 
David spake, they rehearsed them before Saul: and 
he sent for him. 

And David said to Saul, “ Let no man’s heart 
fail because of him; thy servant will go and fight 
with this Philistine.” 

And Saul said to David, “‘ Thou art not able to 
go against this Philistine to fight with him: for 
thou art but a youth, and he a man of war from his 
youth.” 

And David said unto Saul, “ Thy servant kept 
his father’s sheep, and there came a lion, and a 
bear, and took a lamb out of the flock: and I went 
out after him, and smote him, and delivered it 
out of his mouth: and when he arose against me, 
I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and 
slew him. Thy servant slew both the lion and 
the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall 
be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies 
of the living God.”’ David said moreover, “ The 
Lorp that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, 
and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me 
out of the hand of this Philistine.” 

7 
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And Saul said unto David, “ Go, and the Lorp 
be with thee.” 

And Saul armed David with his armour, and he 
put an helmet of brass upon his head; also he 
armed him with a coat of mail. And David girded 
his sword upon his armour, and he assayed to go; 
for he had not proved it. And David said unto 
Saul, “I cannot go with these; for I have not 
proved them.” And David put them off him. 
And he took his staff in his hand, and choose him 
five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them 
in a shepherd’s bag which he had, even in a scrip ; 
and his sling was in his hand: and he drew near 
to the Philistine. 

And the Philistine came on and drew near unto 
David; and the man that bare the shield went 
before him. And when the Philistine looked about, 
and saw David, he disdained him: for he was but 
a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance. And 
the Philistine said unto David, “ Am I a dog, that 
thou comest to me with staves?’ And the 
Philistine cursed David by his gods. And the 
Philistine said to David, ““ Come to me, and I will 
give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the 
beasts of the field.” 

Then said David to the Philistine, ‘‘ Thou 
comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and 
with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of 
the Lorp of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, 
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whom thou hast defied. This day will the Lorp 
deliver thee into mine hand. And all this assembly 
shall know that the Lorp saveth not with sword 
and spear: for the battle is the Lorp’s, and he will 
give you into our hands.”’ 

And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, 
and came and drew nigh to meet David, that David 
hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the 
Philistine. And David put his hand in his bag, 
and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the 
Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into 
his forehead ; and he fell upon his face to the earth. 
So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling 
and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew 
him; but there was no sword in the hand of David. 
Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, 
and took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath 
thereof, and slew him,and cut off his head therewith. 

And when the Philistines saw their champion 
was dead, they fled. And the men of Israel and of 
Judah arose, and shouted, and pursued the Phili- 
stines. And the children of Israel returned from 
chasing after the Philistines, and they spoiled their 
tents. And David took the head of the Philistine, 
and brought it to Jerusalem; but he put his 
armour in his tent. 


And the soul of Jonathan [Saul’s son] was knit 
with the scul cf David, ard Jonathan loved him as 
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his own soul. And Saul took him that day, and 
would let him go no more home to his father’s house. 
[The story of the lives of Saul and David, and of the friendship 


of Jonathan and David, is told in The Young People’s Bible, which 
is meant to be read after this. ] 


46. Davip BECOMES KING AFTER SAUL’S DEATH. 


Now it came to pass after the death of Saul, on 
the third day, that, behold, a man came out of the 
camp from Saul with his clothes rent, and earth 
upon his head: and so it was, when he came to 
David, that he fell to the earth, and did obeisance. 

And David said unto him, “‘ From whence comest 
thou ?” 

And he said unto him, “ Out of the camp of 
Israel am I escaped.” 

And David said unto him, “How went the 
matter? I pray thee, tell me.” 

And he answered, “ That the people are fled 
from the battle, and many of the people also are 
fallen and dead; and Saul and Jonathan his son 
are dead also.” 

Then David took hold on his clothes, and rent 
them; and likewise all the men that were with 
him: and they mourned, and wept, and fasted 
until even, for Saul, and for Jonathan his son, and 
for the people of the Lorp, and for the house of 
Israel; because they were fallen by the sword. 
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And it came to pass after this, that David in- 
quired of the Lorp, saying, “Shall I go up into 
any of the cities of Judah?” And the Lorp said 
unto him, “Go up.” And David said, “ Whither 
shall I goup?” And he said, “‘ Unto Hebron.” 

So David went up thither. And his men that 
were with him did David bring up, every man 
with his household: and they dwelt in the cities 
of Hebron. And the men of Judah came, and there 
they anointed David king over the house of Judah. 


47. Davip’s KINDNESS TO JONATHAN’S Son, 
MEPHIBOSHETH. 


And Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a son that was 
lame of his feet. He was five years old when the 
tidings came of Saul and Jonathan out of Jezreel, 
and his nurse took him up, and fled : and it came to 
pass, as she made haste to flee, that he fell, and 
became lame. And his name was Mephibosheth. 


And David said, “Is there yet any that is left 
of the house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness 
for Jonathan’s sake ? ”’ 

And there was of the house of Saul a servant 
whose name was Ziba. And when they had called 
him unto David, the king said unto him, “ Art thou 
Ziba ?’’ And he said, “‘ Thy servant is he.” And 
the king said, “Is there not yet any of the 
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house of Saul, that I may shew the kindness of 
God unto him ? ” 

And Ziba said unto the king, ‘Jonathan hath 
yet a son, which is lame on his feet.” 

And the king said unto him, “ Where is he ? ” 

And Ziba said unto the king, “‘ Behold, he is in 
the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel, in Lo- 
debar.” 

Then king David sent, and fetched him out of 
the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel, from 
Lo-debar. Now when Mephibosheth, the son of 
Jonathan, the son of Saul, was come unto David, 
he fell on his face, and did reverence. And David 
said, “‘ Mephibosheth.” And he answered, “ Be- 
hold thy servant ! ” 

And David said unto him, “ Fear not: for I will 
surely shew thee kindness for Jonathan thy father’s 
sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy 
father ;. and thou shalt eat bread at my table 
continually.” 

Then the king called to Ziba, Saul’s servant, and 
said unto him, “ I have given unto thy master’s son 
all that pertained to Saul and to all his house. 
Thou therefore, and thy sons, and thy servants, 
shall till the land for him, and thou shalt bring 
in the fruits, that thy master’s son may have food 
to eat: but Mephibosheth thy master’s son shall 
eat bread alway at my table.” Now Ziba had 
fifteen sons and twenty servants. 
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Then said Ziba unto the king, “ According to 
all that my lord the king hath commanded his 
servant, so shall thy servant do.” 

“‘ As for Mephibosheth,” said the king, “he shall 
eat at my table, as one of the king’s sons.” So 
Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem: for he did eat 
continually at the king’s table; and was lame on 
both his feet. 


x, 


STORIES ABOUT ELIJAH AND ELISHA, 
PROPHETS IN THE REIGNS OF LATER 
KINGS OF ISRAEL. 


48. Tue PrRopHeT ELIJAH AND THE FAMINE. 


[All the tribes were one people under the Judges, and under Saul 
and David and David’s son, Solomon; but afterwards they divided, 
and the kings of Israel had their capital in Samaria, the kings of 
Judah their capital in Jerusalem. | 


Anp Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in 
Samaria twenty and two years. And Ahab the 
son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lorp above 
all that were before him. And he reared up an 
altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he had 
built in Samaria. And Ahab made a grove; and 
Ahab did more to provoke the Lorp God of Israel 
to anger than all the kings of Israel that were 
before him. 
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And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabit- 
ants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, “As the Lorp 
God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there 
shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according 
to my word.” 

And the word of the Lorp came unto him, saying, 
“* Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide 
thyself by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. 
And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook ; 
and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee 
there.” 

So he went and did according unto the word of 
the Lorp: for he went and dwelt by the brook 
Cherith, that is before Jordan. And the ravens 
brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and 
bread and flesh in the evening ; and he drank of the 
brook. And it came to pass after a while, that the 
brook dried up, because there had been no rain 
in the land. 

And the word of the Lorp came unto him, saying, 
“ Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth 
to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have com- 
manded a widow woman there to sustain thee.” 

So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when 
he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow 
woman was there gathering of sticks: and he 
called to her, and said, “ Fetch me, I pray thee, 
a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.” And 
as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and 
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said, “‘ Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in 
thine hand.” 

And she said, “‘ As the Lorp thy God liveth, I 
have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, 
and a little oilin a cruse: and, behold, I am gather- 
ing two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me 
and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” 

And Elijah said unto her, “ Fear not ; go and do 
as thou hast said: but make me thereof a little 
cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for 
thee and for thy son. For thus saith the Lorp 
God of Israel, ‘ The barrel of meal shall not waste, 
neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that 
the Lorp sendeth rain upon the earth.’ ”’ 

And she went and did according to the saying of 
Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat 
many days. And the barrel of meal wasted not, 
neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the 
word of the Lorn, which he spake by Elijah. 

And it came to pass after these things, that the 
son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell 
sick; and his sickness was so sore, that there was 
no breath left in him. 

And she said unto Elijah, ““ What have I to do with 
thee, O thou man of God ? art thou come unto me to 
call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son ?” 

And he said unto her, “‘ Give me thy son.” And 
he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up 
into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his 
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own bed. And he cried unto the Lorp, and said, 
“© Lorp my God, hast thou also brought evil 
upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying 
her son?” And he stretched himself upon the 
child three times, and cried unto the Lorp, and 
said, ““O Lorp my God, I pray thee, let this 
child’s soul come into him again.” And the Lorp 
heard the voice of Elijah ; and the soul of the child 
came into him again, and he revived. 

And Elijah took the child, and brought him down 
out of the chamber into the house, and delivered 
him unto his mother: and Elijah said, “See, thy son 
liveth.” And the woman said to Elijah, “‘ Now by 
this I know that thou art a man of God, and that 
the word of the LorD in thy mouth is truth.” 


And it came to pass after many days, that the 
word of the Lorp came to Elijah in the third year, 
saying, “Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; and I will 
send rain upon the earth.” And it came to pass 
that the heaven was black with clouds and wind, 
and there was a great rain. 


49. Toe Propuer Exvisna’s KinDNESS TO A Poor 
Wipow ; AND A Ricu Lapy’s Kinpnerss to Him. 


[Elisha became the great prophet of Israel after Elijah’s death. ] 


Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of 
the sons of the prophets unto Elisha, saying, “ Thy 
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servant my husband is dead; and thou knowest 
that thy servant did fear the Lorp: and the creditor 
is come to take unto him my two sons to be bond- 
men.” 

And Elisha said unto her, “‘ What shall I do for 
thee ? tell me, what hast thou in the house 2 ”’ 

And she said, “‘ Thine handmaid hath not any 
thing in the house, save a pot of oil.” 

Then he said, ““ Go, borrow thee vessels abroad 
of all thy neighbours, even empty vessels ; borrow 
not afew. And when thou art come in, thou shalt 
shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and 
shalt pour out into all those vessels, and thou shalt 
set aside that which 1s full.” 

So she went from him, and shut the door upon 
her and upon her sons, who brought the vessels to 
her; and she poured out. And it came to pass, 
when the vessels were full, that she said unto her 
son, “ Bring me yet a vessel.’ And he said unto 
her, “‘ There is not a vessel more.”’ And the oil 
stayed. 

Then she came and told the man of God. And he 
said, “Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live 
thou and thy children of the rest.” 


And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to 
Shunem, where was a great woman; and she con- 
strained him to eat bread. And so it was, that as oft 
as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat bread. 
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And she said unto her husband, “ Behold now, 
I perceive that this is an holy man of God, which 
passeth by us continually. Let us make a little 
chamber, I pray thee, on the wall; and let us set 
for him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a 
candlestick : and it shall be, when he cometh to us, 
that he shall turn in thither.” 


50. ELIsHa’s GRATITUDE. 


And it fell on a day, that he came thither, and he 
turned into the chamber, and lay there. And he 
said to Gehazi his servant, “ Call this Shunammite.”” 
And when he had called her, she stood before him. 

And he said unto him, “Say now unto her, 
‘Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all 
this care; what is to be done for thee ? wouldest 
thou be spoken for to the king, or to the captain 
of the host %’ ” 

And she answered, “‘I dwell among mine own 
people.” 

And he said, “‘ What then is to be done for her 2 ”’ 

And Gehazi answered, “‘ Verily she hath no child, 
and her husband 1s old.” 

And he said, ‘* Call her.”’ 

And when he had called her, she stood in the 
door. And he said, “ At this season, according to 
the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son.”’ 


And when the child was grown, it fell on a day, 
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that he went out to his father to the reapers. And 
he said unto his father, ““ My head, my head.” And 
he said to a lad, ‘‘ Carry him to his mother.” 

And when he had taken him, and brought him 
to his mother, he sat on her knees till noon, and 
then died. 

And she went up, and laid him on the bed of 
the man of God, and shut the door upon him, and 
went out. And she called unto her husband, and 
said, ‘‘ Send me, I pray thee, one of the young men, 
and one of the asses, that I may run to the man of 
God, and come again.” 

And he said, “‘ Wherefore wilt thou go to him to 
day ? it is neither new moon, nor sabbath.” 

And she said, ““ It shall be well.” 

Then she saddled an ass, and said to her servant, 
“ Drive, and go forward ; slack not thy riding for 
me, except I bid thee.”’ So she went and came 
unto the man of God to mount Carmel. And it 
came to pass, when the man of God saw her afar 
off, that he said to Gehazi his servant, “‘ Behold, 
yonder is that Shunammite : run now, I pray thee, 
to meet her, and say unto her, ‘Is it well with 
thee ? is it well with thy husband ? is it well with 
the child ?’” And she answered, “ It is well.” 

And when she came to the man of God to the 
hill, she caught him by the feet : but Gehazi came 
near to thrust her away. And the man of God 
said, ““ Let her alone; for her soul is vexed within 
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her: and the Lorp hath hid it from me, and hath 
not told me.”’ 

Then she said, “ Did I desire a son of my lord ? 
did I not say, ‘ Do not deceive me’ ? ” 

Then he said to Gehazi, “ Gird up thy loins, and 
take my staff in thine hand, and go thy way: if 
thou meet any man, salute him not; and if any 
salute thee, answer him not again: and lay my 
staff upon the face of the child.” 

And the mother of the child said, “‘ As the Lorp 
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee.” 
And he arose, and followed her. 

And Gehazi passed on before them, and laid the 
staff upon the face of the child; but there was 
neither voice, nor hearing. Wherefore he went 
again to meet him, and told him, saying, “ The 
child is not awaked.” 

And when Elisha was come into the house, 
behold, the child was dead, and laid upon his bed. 
He went in therefore, and shut the door upon them 
twain, and prayed unto the Lorp. And he went 
up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth 
upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and 
his hands upon his hands: and he stretched himself 
upon the child; and the flesh of the child waxed 
warm. Then he returned, and walked in the house 
to and fro; and went up, and stretched himself 
upon him: and the child sneezed seven times, 
and the child opened his eyes. 
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And he ealled Gehazi, and said, “ Call this 
Shunammite.”’ So he called her. 

And when she was come in unto him, he said, 
“ Take up thy son.” 

Then she went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed 
herself to the ground, and took up her son, and 
went out. . 


51. NAAMAN THE LEPER, AND THE LITTLE CAPTIVE 
Matp, AND ELISHA. 


Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king 
of Syria, was a great man with his master, and 
honourable, because by him the Lorp had given 
deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty 
man in valour, but he was a leper. 

And the Syrians had gone out by companies, 
and had brought away captive out of the land of 
Israel a little maid ; and she waited on Naaman’s 
wife. And she said unto her mistress, “ Would 
God my lord were with the prophet that is in 
Samaria ! for he would recover him of his leprosy.” 

And one went in, and told his lord, saying, “‘ Thus 
and thus said the maid that is of the land of 
Israel.” 

And the king of Syria said, “Go, and I will 
send a letter unto the king of Israel.” 

And he departed, and took with him ten talents 
of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten 
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changes of raiment. And he brought the letter 
to the king of Israel, saying, “ Now, when this 
letter is come unto thee, behold, I have therewith 
sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest 
recover him of his leprosy.”’ | 

And it came to pass, when the king of Israel 
had read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and 
said, ‘‘ Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that 
this man doth send unto me to recover a man of 
his leprosy ? wherefore consider, I pray you, and 
see how he seeketh a quarrel against me.” 

And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had 
heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, 
that he sent to the king, saying, “‘ Wherefore hast 
thou rent thy clothes? let him come now to me, 
and he shall know that there is a prophet in 
Israel.’ 

So Naaman came with his horses and with his 
chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. 
And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, 
“Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy 
flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be 
clean.” 

But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and 
said, ‘“ Behold, I thought, He will surely come out 
to me, and stand, and call on the name of the Lorp 
his God, and strike his hand over the place, and 
recover the leper. Are not Abana and Pharpar, 
rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of 


DANIEL IN THE LIONS’ DEN. 
By Briton Riviere. 


By permission of Thos. Agnew and Son, 43, Old Bond Street, London, W. 


See p. 121. 


STORIES ABOUT ELIJAH AND ELISHA 113 


Israel 2? may I not wash in them, and be clean 2 ”’ 
So he turned and went away in a rage. And his 
servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, 
“My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some 
great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how 
much rather then, when he saith to thee, ‘ Wash, 
and be clean’?’ Then went he down, and 
dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to 
the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came 
again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was 
clean. 

And he returned to the man of God, he and all 
his company, and came, and stood before him: 
and he said, ‘‘ Behold, now I know that there is no 
God in all the earth, but in Israel: now therefore, 
I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant.” 

But he said, “‘ As the Lorp liveth, before whom 
I stand, I will receive none.”’ And he urged him to 
take it ; but he refused. 


52. NAAMAN AND GEHAZI. 


But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, 
said, ““ Behold, my master hath spared Naaman 
this Syrian, in not receiving at his hands that which 
he brought: but, as the Lorp liveth, I will run 
after him, and take somewhat of him.” So Gehazi 
followed after Naaman. 

And when Naaman saw him running after him, 
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he lighted down from the chariot to meet him, 
and said, ‘‘ Is all well ? ” 

And he said, “ Allis well. My master hath sent 
me, saying, ‘ Behold, even now there be come to 
me from mount Ephraim two young men of the 
sons of the prophets: give them, I pray thee, a 
talent of silver, and two changes of garments.’ ” 
And Naaman said, ‘“‘ Be content, take two talents.” 
And he urged him, and bound two talents of silver 
in two bags, with two changes of garments, and 
laid them upon two of his servants ; and they bare 
them before him. 

And when he came to the tower, he took them 
from their hand, and bestowed them in the house: 
and he let the men go, and they departed. But 
he went in, and stood before his master. And 
Elisha said unto him, “ Whence comest thou, 
Gehazi ? ”’ 

And he said, “‘ Thy servant went no whither.” 

And he said unto him, ‘‘ Went not mine heart 
with thee, when the man turned again from his 
chariot to meet thee? The leprosy therefore 
of Naaman shall cleave unto thee.” And he 


went out from his presence a leper as white as 
snow. 


[The kings and the people continued to disobey God. So, after 
many years, enemies came from Assyria and Babylon and carried 
the people away as captives. ] 
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STORIES OF THE PEOPLE IN CAPTIVITY : 
TO SHOW THAT GOD HELPS THOSE WHO 
ARE TRUE. 


53. Toe FairHruL YOUTHS AND THE FIERY 
FURNACE. 


NEBUCHADNEZZAR the king made an image of 
gold, whose height was threescore cubits, and the 
breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain 
of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 

Then an herald cried aloud, “ To you it is com- 
manded, O people, nations, and languages, that 
at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all 
kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the golden 
image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up : 
and whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall 
the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning 
fiery furnace.” . 

Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came 
near, and accused the Jews. They spake and said 
to the king Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live for 
ever. Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that 
every man that shall hear the sound of the cornet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and 
all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship 
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the golden image: and whoso falleth not down 
and worshippeth, that he should be cast into the 
midst of a burning fiery furnace. There are certain 
Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the 
province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego ; these men, O king, have not regarded thee : 
they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up.” 

Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury com- 
manded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego. Then they brought these men before the 
king. Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, 
“Ts it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the 
golden image which I have set up ? ” 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego answered 
and said to the king, ““O Nebuchadnezzar, we are 
not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it 
be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver 
us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will 
deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, 
be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not 
serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which 
thou hast set up.” 

Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the 
form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego: therefore he spake, 
and commanded that they should heat the furnace 
one seven times more than it was wont to be heated. 
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And he commanded the most mighty men that 
were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, and to cast them into the burning 
fiery furnace. Then these men were bound in 
their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their 
other garments, and were cast into the midst of 
the burning fiery furnace. Therefore because the 
king’s commandment was urgent, and the furnace 
exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men 
that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. 
And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, fell down bound into the midst of the burn- 
ing fiery furnace. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, 
and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his 
counsellors, ““ Did not we cast three men bound 
into the midst of the fire ? ” 

They answered and said unto the king, “ True, 
O king.” 

He answered and said, “ Lo, I see four men 
loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they 
have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like 
the Son of God.”’ 

Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth 
of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, 
“‘ Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, ye servants 
of the most high God, come forth, and come hither.”’ 

Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego came 
forth of the midst of the fire. And the princes, 
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governors, and captains, and the king’s coun- 
sellors, being gathered together, saw these men, 
upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was 
an hair of their head singed, neither were their 
coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on 
them. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, “‘ Blessed 
be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, 
who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants 
that trusted in him.” Then the king promoted 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego in the pro- 
vince of Babylon. 


54. DANIEL BECOMES CHIEF IN THE LAND, BUT 
CONTINUES TO PRAY TO GoD. 


And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being 
about threescore and two years old. 

It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an 
hundred and twenty princes, which should be over 
the whole kingdom; and over these three presi- 
dents ; of whom Daniel was first : that the princes 
might give accounts unto them, and the king should 
have no damage. Then this Daniel was preferred 
above the presidents and princes, because an ex- 
cellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to 
set him over the whole realm. 

Then the presidents and princes sought to find 
occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom ; 
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but they could find none occasion nor fault ; for- 
asmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any 
error or fault found in him. Then said these men, 
“We shall not find any occasion against this 
Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the 
law of his God.” 

Then these presidents and princes assembled 
together to the king, and said thus unto him, 
“ King Darius, live for ever. All the presidents 
of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the 
counsellors, and the captains, have consulted 
together to establish a royal statute, and to make a 
firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition 
of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O 
king, he shall be cast into the den of lions. Now, 
O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, 
that it be not changed, according to the law of the 
Medes and Persians, which altereth not.’? Where- 
fore king Darius signed the writing and the decree. 

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was 
signed, he went into his house; and his windows 
being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he 
kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and 
prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did 
aforetime. 

Then these men assembled, and found Daniel 
praying and making supplication before his God. 
Then they came near, and spake before the king 
concerning the king’s decree: “ Hast thou not 
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signed a decree, that every man that shall ask a 
petition of any God or man within thirty says, save 
of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions ? ”’ 

The king answered and said, “ The thing is true, 
according to the law of the Medes and Persians, 
which altereth not.” 

Then answered they and said before the king, 
“That Daniel, which is of the children of the 
captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor 
the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his 
petition three times a day.” 

Then the king, when he heard these words, was 
sore displeased with himself, and set his heart on 
Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured till the 
going down of the sun to deliver him. 


55. DANIEL IS DELIVERED FROM THE DEN 
oF LIONS. 


Then these men assembled unto the king, and 
said unto the king, ““ Know, O king, that the law 
of the Medes and Persians is, That no decree nor 
statute which the king establisheth may be 
changed.” Then the king commanded, and they 
brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of 
lions. 

Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, ‘‘ Thy 
God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver 
thee.” And a stone was brought, and laid upon 
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the mouth of the den ; and the king sealed it with 
his own signet, and with the signet of his lords ; 
that the purpose might not be changed concerning 
Daniel. 

Then the king went to his palace, and passed 
the night fasting: neither were instruments of 
music brought before him: and his sleep went 
from him. Then the king arose very early in the 
morning, and went in haste unto the den of lions. 
And when he came to the den, he cried with a 
lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the king spake 
and said to Daniel, “‘ O Daniel, servant of the living 
God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, 
able to deliver thee from the lions ?” 

Then said Daniel unto the king, “ O king, live 
for ever. My God hath sent his angel, and hath 
shut the lions’ mouths, that they have not hurt 
me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found 
in me; andalso before thee, O king, have I done no 
hurt.” 

Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and 
commanded that they should take Daniel up out 
of theden. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, 
and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because 
he believed in his God. 

And the king commanded, and they brought 
those men which had accused Daniel, and they 
cast them into the den of lions, them, their children, 
and their wives; and the lions had the mastery 
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of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or ever 
they came at the bottom of the den. 


So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, 
and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 


xt 


TO SHOW THE MEANING OF ALL THESE 
OLD TESTAMENT STORIES. 


(Short pieces to be learnt by heart.) 


li 


56. Our Duties To Gop. 


1. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 


2. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image: thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, 
nor serve them. 


3. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lorp 
thy God in vain. 


4. Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. 


II. 


57. Gop’s GoopneEss To Us. 


The Lorp is my shepherd ; 
I shall not want. 
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He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
He leadeth me beside the still waters. 


He restoreth my soul : 
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for 
his name’s sake. 


Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil: 

For thou art with me ; 

Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 


Thou preparest a table before me 
In the presence of mine enemies : 
Thou anointest my head with oil ; 
My cup runneth over. 


Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life : 

And I will dwell in the house of the Lorp for 
ever. 


STORIES FROM 
Hae NEW VDESTAMENT 


iv 
JESUS: THE PERFECT LIFE. 


1. THe Story oF THE BIRTH OF JESUS. 


al EE angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a 

city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin 
espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, 
of the house of David ; and the virgin’s name was 
Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, 
‘Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord 
is with thee: blessed art thou among women.” 
And when she saw him, she was troubled at his 
saying, and cast in her mind what manner of 
salutation this should be. 

And the angel said unto her, “ Fear not, Mary : 
for thou hast found favour with God. And, 
behold, thou shalt bring forth a son, and shalt call 
his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall 
be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord 
God shall give unto him the throne of his father 
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David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob 
for ever; and of his kmgdom there shall be no 
end.” 

And Mary said, ‘“‘ Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord ; be it unto me according to thy word.” 

And the angel departed from her. 


And Mary arose in those days, and went into 
the hill country with haste, into a city of Juda ; 
and entered into the house of Zacharias, and 
saluted Elisabeth. 

And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard 
the salutation of Mary, Elisabeth was filled with 
the Holy Ghost: and she spake out with a loud 
voice, and said, “ Blessed art thou among women. 
And blessed is she that believed: for there shall 
be a performance of those things which were told 
her from the Lord.” 

And Mary said, “My soul doth magnify 
the Lord, 

And my spirit hath rejoiced in Ged my 
Saviour. 

For he hath regarded the low estate of his 
handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth 
all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath done to me great 
things ; and holy is his name. 


1 Klisabeth was Mary’s cousin, and the mother of John the 
Baptist. 
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And his mercy is on them that fear him 
from generation to generation. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm; 
he hath scattered the proud in the imagina- 
tion of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their 
seats, and exalted them of low degree. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things ; 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remem- 
brance of his mercy ; 

As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, 
and to his seed for ever.” 

And Mary abode with her about three months, 
and returned to her own house. 


2. Tue ANGELS AND THE SHEPHERDS. 


And it came to pass in those days, that there 
went out a decree from Cesar Augustus, that all 
the world should be taxed. And Joseph also went 
up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into 
Judea, unto the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, to be taxed with Mary his espoused 
wife. And so it was, that, while they were there, 
she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 
manger ; because there was no room for them in 
the inn. 
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And there were in the same country shepherds 
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord 
came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them: and they were sore afraid. 

And the angel said unto them, “Fear not: 
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto 
you: Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger.” And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, 

“ Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men.”’ 

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone 
away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 
one to another, “ Let us now go even unto Bethle- 
hem, and see this thing which is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made known unto us.” And 
they came with haste, and found Mary, and 
Joseph, and the babe lyngin a manger. And when 
they had seen it, they made known abroad the 
saying which was told them concerning this child. 
And all they that heard it wondered at those things 
which were told them by the shepherds. 

But Mary kept all these things, and pondered 
them in her heart. 
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And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the things that they had heard 


and seen, as it was told unto them. 


3. Kina HEROD AND THE WisE MEN FROM 
THE EAST. 


Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea 
in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came 
wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, 
‘““ Where is he that is born King of the Jews ? for 
we have seen his star in the east, and are come to 
worship him.”’ 

When Herod the king had heard these things, 
he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 
And when he had gathered all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people together, he demanded of 
them where Christ should be born. And they 
said unto him, “In Bethlehem of Judxa: for 
thus it is written by the prophet, 

* And thou, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
Art not the least among the princes of Judah : 
For out of thee shall come a Governor, 

That shall rule my people Israel.’ ”’ 

Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise 
men, inquired of them diligently what time the 
star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, 
and said, ‘ Go and search diligently for the young 
child; and when ye have found him, bring me 
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word again, that I may come and worship him 
also.”” 

When they had heard the king, they departed ; 
and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went 
before them, till it came and stood over where the 
young child was. When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when 
they were come into the house, they saw the young 
child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and 
worshipped him: and when they had opened their 
treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, 
and frankincense, and myrrh. 

And being warned of God in a dream that they 
should not return to Herod, they departed into 
their own country another way. And when they 
were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, “ Arise, 
and take the young child and his mother, and flee 
into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee 
word: for Herod will seek the young child to 
destroy him.’ When he arose, he took the young 
child and his mother by night, and departed into 
Egypt: and was there until the death of Herod. 

Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked 
of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent 
forth, and slew all the children that were in 
Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two 
years old and under, according to the time which he 
had diligently inquired of the wise men, 
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But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of 
the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 
saying, “* Arise, and take the young child and his 
mother, and go into the land of Israel: for they 
are dead which sought the young child’s life.” 
And he arose, and took the young child and his 
mother, and came into the land of Israel. And he 
came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth. 


4. JESUS IN THE TEMPLE AT TWELVE YEARS 
oF AGE. 


And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, 
filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was 
upon him. 

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year 
at the feast of the passover. And when he was 
twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after 
the custom of the feast. And when they had 
fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus 
tarried behind in Jerusalem ; and Joseph and his 
mother knew not of it. But they, supposing him 
to have been in the company, went a day’s journey ; 
and they sought him among their kinsfolk and 
acquaintance. And when they found him not, 
they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. 

And it came to pass, that after three days they 
found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 
doctors, both hearing them, and asking them 
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questions. And all that heard him were astonished 
at his understanding and answers. And when 
they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother 
said unto him, ‘“‘ Son, why hast thou thus dealt 
with us? behold, thy father and I have sought 
thee sorrowing.”’ 

And he said unto them, “ How is it that ye 
sought me ? wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father’s business?’ And they understood not 
the saying which he spake unto them. 

And he went.down with them, and came to 
Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his 
mother kept all these sayings in her heart. And 
Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and man. 


5. JESUS IS BAPTIZED BY JOHN THE BapPTIST. 
THE TEMPTATION. 


The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the 
Son of God ; as it is written in the prophets : 
“Behold, I send my messenger before thy 
face, 
Who shall prepare thy way before thee.” 
“ The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
‘ Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
Make his paths straight.’ ” 
John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach 
the baptism of repentance for the remission of 
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sins. And there went out unto him all the land 
of Judea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all 
baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing 
their sins. And John was clothed with camel’s 
hair, and with a girdle of a skin about his loins ; 
and he did eat locusts and wild honey; and 
preached, saying, “There cometh one mightier 
than I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not 
worthy to stoop down and unloose. I indeed have 
baptized you with water: but he shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost.” 

And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus 
came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized 
of John in Jordan. And straightway coming up 
out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and 
the Spirit like a dove descending upon him: and 
there came a voice from heaven, saying, “ Thou 
art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

And immediately the spirit driveth him into the 
wilderness. And he was there in the wilderness 
forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the 
wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto 
him. 


6. JOHN THE BAPTIST BEARS WITNESS TO JESUS. 


And this is the record of John, when the Jews 
sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, ““ Who art thou ? ” 
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And he confessed, and denied not ; but confessed, 
“ T am not the Christ.” 

And they asked him, ““ What then? Art thou 
Khas ? ” 

And he saith, ‘* I am not.” 

“* Art thou that prophet ? ” 

And he answered, “‘ No.” 

Then said they unto him, “ Who art thou ? that 
we may give an answer to them that sent us. 
What sayest thou of thyself ? ” 

He said, ‘‘ I am the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness, ‘ Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as 
said the prophet Hsaias.”’ 

And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. 
And they asked him, and said unto him, “ Why 
baptizest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, 
nor Khas, neither that prophet ? ’ 

John answered them, saying, “I baptize with 
water: but there standeth one among you, whom 
ye know not; he it is, who coming after me is 
preferred before me, whose shoe’s latchet I am not 
worthy to unloose.” 

These things were done in Bethabara beyond 
Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, 
and saith, ‘““ Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world. This is he of whom I 
said, “ After me cometh a man which is preferred 
before me : for he was before me.’ And I knew him 


JESUS: THE PERFECT LIFE 135 


not: but that he should be made manifest to 
Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with 
water.”’ 

And John bare record, saying, “I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it 
abode upon him. And I knew him not: but he 
that sent me to baptize with water, the same said 
unto me, “ Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit 
descending, and remaining on him, the same is 
he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.’ And 
I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of 
God.” 


7. Tuer NoBLEMAN’S Son. 


Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus 
came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom of God, and saying, “ The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and 
believe the gospel.” 


And there was a certain nobleman, whose son 
was sick at Capernaum. When he heard that 
Jesus was come out of Judea into Galilee, he 
went unto him, and besought him that he would 
come down, and heal his son: for he was at the 
point of death. 

Then said Jesus unto him, “ Except ye see signs 
and wonders, ye will not believe.” 
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The nobleman saith unto him, “ Sir, come down 
ere my child die.” 

Jesus saith unto him, “Go thy way; thy son 
liveth.” 

And the man believed the word that Jesus had 
spoken unto him, and he went his way. And as he 
was now going down, his servants met him, and 
told him, saying, “Thy son liveth.” Then in- 
quired he of them the hour when he began to 
amend. And they said unto him, “ Yesterday 
at the seventh hour the fever left him.” So the 
father knew that it was at the same hour, in the 
which Jesus said unto him, “ Thy son liveth”: 
and himself believed, and his whole house. 


8. Jesus cALLs His First DIscrpPyes. 


Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw 
Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into 
the sea: for they were fishers. And Jesus said 
unto them, “Come ye after me, and I will make 
you to become fishers of men.” And straightway 
they forsook their nets, and followed him. 

And when he had gone a little further thence, 
he saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother, who also were in the ship mending their 
nets. And straightway he called them: and they 
left their father Zebedee in the ship with the hired 
servants, and went after him. 
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And they went into Capernaum ; and straight- 
way on the sabbath day he entered into the syna- 
gogue, and taught. And they were astonished at 
his doctrine: for he taught them as one that had 
authority, and not as the scribes. 


9. Jesus, THE Divine HEALER. 


And forthwith, when they were come out of the 
synagogue, they entered into the house of Simon 
and Ardrew, with James and John. But Simon’s 
wife’s mother lay sick of a fever, and anon they 
tell him of her. And he came and took her by 
the hand, and lifted her up; and immediately the 
fever left her, and she ministered unto them. 

And at even, when the sun did set, they brought 
unto him all that were sick. And all the city 
was gathered together at the door. And he healed 
many that were sick of divers diseases. 

And in the morning, rising up a great while before 
day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, 
and there prayed. And Simon and they that were 
with him followed after him. And when they had 
found him, they said unto him, “ All men seek for 
thee.’ And he said unto them, “ Let us go into 
the next towns, that I may preach there also: 
for therefore came I forth.” 

And he preached in their zynagogues throughout 
all Galilee. And there came a leper to him, 
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beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and 
saying unto him, “ If thou wilt, thou canst make 
me clean.”’ . 

And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth 
his hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, ~ 
“T will; be thou clean.”” And as soon as he had 
spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from 
him, and he was cleansed. And he straitly charged 
him, and forthwith sent him away; and saith 
unto him, “See thou say nothing to any man: 
but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and 
offer for thy cleansing those things which Moses 
commanded, for a testimony unto them.” But 
he went out, and began to publish it much, and to 
blaze abroad the matter, insomuch that Jesus 
could no more openly enter into the city, but was 
without in desert places: and they came to him 
from every quarter. 


10. JESUS HEALS A MAN wHo was PARALYSED. 


And again he entered into Capernaum after some 
days ; and it was noised that he was in the house. 
And straightway many were gathered together, 
insomuch that there was no room to receive them, 
no, not so much as about the door : and he preached 
the word unto them. 

And they come unto him, bringing one sick of 
the palsy, which was borne of four. And when 
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they could not come nigh unto him for the press, 
they uncovered the roof where he was: and when 
they had broken it up, they let down the bed 
wherein the sick of the palsy lay. 

When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the 
sick of the palsy, “‘ Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.” 

But there were certain of the scribes sitting 
there, and reasoning in their hearts, ‘‘ Why 
doth this man thus speak blasphemies ? who can 
forgive sins but God only ? ” | 

And immediately when Jesus perceived in his 
spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, 
he said unto them, “‘ Why reason ye these things 
in your hearts? Whether is it easier to say to 
the sick of the palsy, ‘ Thy sins be forgiven thee’ ; 
or to say, ‘ Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk ’ ? 
But that ye may know that the Son of man hath 
power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick 
of the palsy,) I say unto thee, ‘ Arise, and take up 
thy bed, and go thy way into thine house.’ And 
immediately he arose, took up the bed, and 
went forth before them all; insomuch that they 
were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, ““ We 
never saw it on this fashion.” 


11. Tae Sick Man at THE Poot oF HEALING. 


After this there was a feast of the Jews; and 
Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
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Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market 
a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue 
Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a great 
multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, 
waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel 
went down at a certain season into the pool, and 
troubled the water: whosoever then first after 
the troubling of the water stepped in was made 
whole of whatsoever disease he had. 

And a certain man was there, which had an 
infirmity thirty and eight years. When Jesus saw 
him he, and knew that he had been now a long 
time in that case, he saith unto him, “* Wilt thou 
be made whole ? ” 

The impotent man answered him, “ Sir, I have 
no man, when the water is troubled, to put me 
into the pool: but while I am coming, another 
steppeth down before me.” 

Jesus saith unto him, “ Rise, take up thy bed, and 
walk.” And immediately the man was made 
whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on 
the same day was the sabbath. 

The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, 
“ It is the sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee 
to carry thy bed.” 

He answered them, “‘ He that made me whole, the 
same said unto me, ‘ Take up thy bed, and walk.’” 

Then asked they him, “‘ What man is that which 
said unto thee, ‘ Take up thy bed, and walk’ ?” 
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And he that was healed wist not who it was: 
for Jesus had conveyed himself away, a multitude 
being in that place. Afterward Jesus findeth him 
in the temple, and said unto him, “ Behold, thou 
art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing 
come unto thee.” The man departed, and told 
the Jews that it was Jesus. which had made him 
whole. 

And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and 
sought to slay him, because he had done these 
things on the sabbath day. But Jesus answered 
them, “‘ My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” 
Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, 
because he not only had broken the sabbath, but 
said also that God was his Father, making himself 
equal with God. 


12. Tur ScRIBES AND PHARISEES BECOME ENEMIES 
OF JESUS. 


And he entered again into the synagogue; and 
there was a man there who had a withered hand. 
And they watched him, whether he would heal 
him on the sabbath day; that they might accuse 
him. And he saith unto the man which had the 
withered hand, “ Stand forth.” 

And he saith unto them, “ Is it lawful to do good 
on the sabbath days, or to do evil? to save life, 
or to kill?’ But they held their peace, And 
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when he had looked round about on them with 
anger, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, 
he saith unto the man, “ Stretch forth thine hand.” 
And he stretched it out : and his hand was restored 
whole as the other. 

And the Pharisees went forth, and straightway 
took counsel with the Herodians against him, how 
they might destroy him. 


13. Jesus cHoosES TWELVE DISCIPLES. 


But Jesus withdrew himself with his disciples 
to the sea: and a great multitude from Galilee 
followed him, and from Judea, and from Jerusalem, 
and from Idumea, and from beyond Jordan ; and 
they about Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, 
when they had heard what great things he did, 
came unto him. And he spake to his disciples, 
that a small ship should wait on him because of 
the multitude, lest they should throng him. For 
he had healed many ; insomuch that they pressed 
upon him for to touch him, as many as had plagues. 
And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down 
before him, and cried, saying, ““ Thou art the Son 
of God.” And he straitly charged them that ae! 
should not make him known. 


And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth 
unto him whom he would: and they came unto him. 
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And he ordained twelve, that they should be 
with him, and that he might send them forth to 
preach, and to have power to heal sicknesses, and 
to cast out devils : and Simon he surnamed Peter ; 
and James, the son of Zebedee, and John, the 
brother of James; and he surnamed them 
Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder: and 
Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and 
Matthew, and Thomas, and James, the son of 
Alpheeus, and Thaddeeus, and Simon the Canaanite, 
and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him. 


14. AN OFFICER’S SERVANT IS HEALED. 


And a certain centurion’s servant, who was dear 
unto him, was sick, and ready to die. And when he 
heard of Jesus, he sent unto him the elders of the 
Jews, beseeching him that he would come and heal 
his servant. And when they came to Jesus, they 
besought him instantly, saying, “That he was 
worthy for whom he should do this: ‘for he 
loveth our nation, and he hath built us a syna- 


gogue.’ ” 

Then Jesus went with them. 

And when he was now not far from the house, 
the centurion sent friends to him, saying unto him, 
“ Lord, trouble not thyself: for I am not worthy 
that thou shouldest enter under my roof : wherefore 
neither thought I myself worthy to come unto thee : 
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but say in a word, and my servant shall be healed. 
For I also am a man set under authority, having 
under me soldiers, and I say unto one, ‘ Go,’ and he 
goeth ; and to another, ‘ Come,’ and he cometh ; 
and to my servant, “ Do this,’ and he doeth it.” 

When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled at 
him, and turned him about, and said unto the people 
that followed him, “I say unto you, I have not 
found so great faith, no, not in Israel.” 

And they that were sent, returning to the house, 
found the servant whole that had been sick. 


15. Tue Son oF THE Wipow oF NAIN. 


And it came to pass the day after, that he went 
into a city called Nain; and many of his disciples 
went with him, and much people. 

Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, 
behold, there was a dead man carried out, the 
only son of his mother, and she was a widow: 
and much people of the city was with her. And 
when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, 
and said unto her, “‘ Weep not.”” And he came 
and touched the bier: and they that bare him 
stood still. And he said, “ Young man, I say 
unto thee, ‘ Arise.’’? And he that was dead sat 
up, and began to speak. And he delivered him 
to his mother. 

And there came a fear on all: and they glorified 
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God, saying, “That a great prophet is risen up 
among us”’; and, “ That God hath visited his 
people.” And this rumour of him went forth 
throughout all Judea, and throughout all the 
region round about. 


16. STORIES OF THE SOWER AND THE T'ARES. 


And great multitudes were gathered together 
unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat ; 
and the whole multitude stood on the shore. 

And he spake many things unto them in parables, 
saying, “‘ Behold, a sower went forth to sow; 
and when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, 
and the fowls came and devoured them up: 
some fell upon stony places, where they had not 
much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, 
because they had no deepness of earth: and when 
the sun was up, they were scorched ; and because 
they had no root, they withered away. And some 
fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and 
choked them: but other fell into good ground, 
and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, 
some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.”’ 


Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, 
“The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man 
which sowed good seed in his field: but while 
men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among 
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the wheat, and went his way. But when the blade 
was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then 
appeared the tares also. So the servants of the 
householder came and said unto him, ‘ Sir, didst 
not thou sow good seed in thy field ? from whence 
then hath it tares ?” 

“He said unto them, ‘ An enemy hath done this.’ 

“The servants said unto him, ‘ Wilt thou then 
that we go and gather them up 2 ’ 

‘“‘ But he said, “ Nay; lest while ye gather up the 
tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. Let 
both grow together until the harvest : and in the 
time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather 
ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles 
to burn them: but gather the wheat into my 
barn.’ ”’ 


17. On His Way TO RAISE THE DAUGHTER OF 
JAIRUS, A SIcK WOMAN TOUCHES THE HEM 
oF CHRIST’Ss GARMENT. 


And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the 
synagogue, Jairus by name; and when he saw 
him, he fell at his feet, and besought him greatly, 
saying, ““ My little daughter lieth at the point of 
death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on 
her, that she may be healed ; and she shall live.” 
And Jesus went with him; and much people 
followed him, and thronged him. 
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And a certain woman, which had an issue of 
blood twelve years, and had suffered many things 
of many physicians, and had spent all that’she had, 
and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse, 
when she had heard of Jesus, came in the press 
behind, and touched his garment. For she said, 
“ If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole.” 
And straightway she felt in her body that she was 
healed. And Jesus, immediately knowing in him- 
self that virtue had gone out of him, turned him 
about in the press, and said, ““ Who touched my 
clothes ?*’ And his disciples said unto him, 
“Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and 
sayest thou, ‘Who touched me?’” And he 
looked round about to see her that had done this 
thing. But the woman, fearing and trembling, 
knowing what was done in her, came and fell down 
before him, and told him all the truth. And he 
said unto her, “ Daughter, thy faith hath made 
thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy 
plague.” 


While he yet spake, there came from the ruler 
of the synagogue’s house certain which said, “ Thy 
daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master 
any further ? ” 

As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, 
he saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, “* Be not 
afraid, only believe.” And he suffered no man to 
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follow him, save Peter, and James, and John the 
brother of James. 

And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the 
synagogue, and seeth the tumult, and them that 
wept and wailed greatly. And when he was come 
in, he saith unto them, ‘‘ Why make ye this ado, 
and weep ? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth.” 
And they laughed him to scorn. 

But when he had put them all out, he taketh the 
father and the mother of the child, and them that 
were with him, and entereth in where the child 
was lying. And he took the child by the hand, 
and said unto her, “ TaLtirHa cumi1’’; which is, 
being interpreted, “ Damsel, I say unto thee, 
arise.”’ And straightway the damsel arose, and 
walked ; for she was of the age of twelve years. 

And they were astonished with a great astonish- 
ment. And he charged them straitly that no man 
should know it; and commanded that something 
should be given her to eat. 


18. Five THousAND PEOPLE ARE FED. 


And he went out from thence, and came into his 
own country ; and his disciples follow him. And 
he went round about the villages, teaching. 

And he called unto him the twelve, and began to 
send them forth by two and two. And they went 
out, and preached that men should repent. 
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And the apostles gathered themselves together 
unto Jesus, and told him all things, both what they 
had done, and what they had taught. And he 
said unto them, “‘ Come ye yourselves apart into 
a desert place, and rest a while’: for there were 
many coming and going, and they had no leisure 
so much as to eat. And they departed into a 
desert place by ship privately. 

And the people saw them departing, and many 
knew him, and ran afoot thither out of all cities, 
and outwent them, and came together unto him. 
And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, 
and was moved with compassion toward them, 
because they were as sheep not having a shepherd : 
and he began to teach them many things. And 
when the day was now far spent, his disciples 
came unto him, and said, “‘ This is a desert place, 
and now the time is far passed: send them away, 
that they may go into the country round about, 
and into the villages, and buy themselves bread : 
for they have nothing to eat.” 

He answered and said unto them, “Give ye 
them to eat.” 

And they say unto him, “Shall we go and buy two 
hundred pennyworthof bread, and givethemto eat?” 

He saith unto them, “ How many loaves have 
ye ? go and see.” 

And when they knew, they say, “ Five, and two 
fishes,” 
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And he commanded them to make all sit down 
by companies upon the green grass. And they sat 
down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties. And 
when he had taken the five loaves and the two 
fishes, he looked up to heaven, and blessed, and 
brake the loaves, and gave them to his disciples 
to set before them; and the two fishes divided 
he among them all. And they did all eat, and 
were filled. And they took up twelve baskets 
full of the fragments, and of the fishes. And they 
that did eat of the loaves were about five thousand 
men. 

And straightway he constrained his disciples to 
get into the ship, and to go to the other side before 
him unto Bethsaida, while he sent away the people. 


And when he had sent them away, he departed 
into a mountain to pray. And when even was 
come, the ship was in the midst of the sea, and he 
alone on the land. And he saw them toiling in 
rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them: 
and about the fourth watch of the night he cometh 
unto them, walking upon the sea, and would 
have passed by them. But when they saw him 
walking upon the sea, they supposed it had been a 
spirit, and cried out: for they all saw him, and 
were troubled. And immediately he talked with 
them, and saith unto them, “ Be of good cheer : 
it is 1; be not afraid.” And he went up unto 
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them into the ship; and the wind ceased: and 
they were sore amazed in themselves beyond 
measure, and wondered. 


And when they had passed over, they came into 
the land of Gennesaret, and drew to the shore. 
And when they were come out of the ship, straight- 
way they knew him, and ran through that whole 
region round about, and began to carry about in 
beds those that were sick, where they heard he was. 
And whithersoever he entered, into villages, or 
cities, or country, they laid the sick in the streets, 
and besought him that they might touch if it were 
but the border of his garment: and as many as 
touched him were made whole. 


19. “ THou ART THE CHRIST.”’ 


And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the 
towns of Ceesarea Philippi: and by the way he 
asked his disciples, saying unto them, ““ Whom 
do men say that Iam ? ” 

And they answered, “ “John the Baptist’: but 
some say, ‘Elias’; and others, ‘One of the 
prophets.’ ” 

And he saith unto them, “ But whom say ye 
that Iam ?” 

And Peter answereth and saith unto him, “ Thou 
art the Christ.”’ 
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And he charged them that they should tell no 
man of him. And he began to teach them, that 
the Son of man must suffer many things, and be 
rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and 
scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again. 

And when he had called the people unto him 
with his disciples also, he said unto them, ‘“ Who- 
soever will come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me. For what 
shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul ? ” 


20. Jesus sHows His Divine Guory: THE 
TRANSFIGURATION. 


And he said unto them, “ Verily I say unto you, 
That there be some of them that stand here, which 
shall not taste of death, till they have seen the 
kingdom of God come with power.” 


And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, 
and James, and John, and leadeth them up into 
an high mountain apart by themselves: and he 
was transfigured before them. And his raiment 
became shining, exceeding white as snow. And 
there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and 
they were talking with Jesus. 

And Peter answered and said to Jesus, “‘ Master, 
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it is good for us to be here: and let us make three 
tabernacles ; one for thee, and one for Moses, and 
one for Elias.’ For he wist not what to say ; for 
they were sore afraid. 

And there was a cloud that overshadowed 
them: and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, 
“This is my beloved Son: hear him.” And 
suddenly, when they had looked round about, they 
saw no man any more, save Jesus only with them- 
selves. 

And as they came down from the mountain, he 
charged them that they should tell no man what 
things they had seen, till the Son of man were 
risen from the dead. And they kept that saying 
with themselves, questioning one with another what 
the rising from the dead should mean. 


21. JESUS TELLS THE STORY OF THE GooD 
SAMARITAN. 


And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and 
tempted him, saying, “ Master, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life ? ”’ 

He said unto him, “‘ What is written in the 
law ? how readest thou ? ” 

And he answering said, “‘ Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy » 
soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy 
mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.” 
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And he said unto him, “‘ Thou hast answered 
right: this do, and thou shalt live.” 

But he, willing to justify himself, said unto 
Jesus, ““ And who is my neighbour ? ” 

And Jesus answering said, “A certain man 
went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 
among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, 
and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half 
dead. And by chance there came down a certain 
priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed 
by on the other side. And likewise a Levite, when 
he was at the place, came and looked on him, and 
passed by on the other side. But a certain Samari- 
tan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and 
when he saw him, he had compassion on him, and 
went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in 
oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 
And on the morrow when he departed, he took out 
two pence,tand gave them to the host, and said 
unto him, ‘Take care of him; and whatsoever 
thou spendest more, when I come again’, I will 
repay thee.’ 

“Which now of these ‘ies thinkest thou, was 
neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves ? ” 

And he said, “He that shewed mercy on 
him.” 


‘A “penny” was a day’s wages for a labourer, and worth very 
much more than our penny. 
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Then said Jesus unto him, ‘‘ Go, and do thou 
likewise.” 


THE LORD’S PRAYER. 


And it came to pass, that, as he was praying ina 
certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples 
said unto him, “ Lord, teach us to pray, as John 
also taught his disciples.” 

And he said unto them, “* When ye pray, say— 

‘Our Father which art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. 

Give us day by day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every 

one that is indebted to us. 


And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil.’ ”’ 


22. THz WOMAN THAT WAS A CRIPPLE. 


And he was teaching in one of the synagogues 
on the sabbath. And, behold, there was a woman 
which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and 
was bowed together, and could in no wise lift up 
herself. And when Jesus saw her, he called her to 
him, and said unto her, ““ Woman, thou art loosed 
from thine infirmity.” And he laid his hands on 
her: and immediately she was made straight, and 
glorified God. 

And the ruler of the synagogue answered with 
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indignation, because that Jesus had healed on 
the sabbath day, and said unto the people, “‘ There 
are six days in which men ought to work : in them 
therefore come and be healed, and not on the 
sabbath day.” 

The Lord then answered him, and said, “‘ Thou 
hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the sabbath 
loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him 
away to watering? And ought not this woman, 
being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath 
bound, lo, these eighteen years, to be loosed from 
this bond on the sabbath day ? ” 

And when he had said these things, all his 
adversaries were ashamed: and all the people 
rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done 
by him. 


23. STORIES SHOWING THAT GOD IS PLEASED TO . 
FORGIVE THOSE THAT REPENT. 


Then drew near unto him all the publicans and 
sinners for to hear him. And the Pharisees and 
scribes murmured, saying, “ This man receiveth 
sinners, and eateth with them.” 

And he spake this parable unto them, saying, 
“ What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if 
he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety 
and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which 
is lost, until he find it 2 And when he hath found 
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it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And 
when he cometh home, he calleth together his 
friends and neighbours, saying unto them, ‘ Re- 
joice with me; for I have found my sheep which 
was lost.’ 

“T say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in 
heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than 
over ninety and nine just persons, which need no 
repentance.” 


“ Hither what woman having ten pieces of silver, 
if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and 
sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find 
it 2 And when she hath found it, she calleth her 
friends and her ‘neighbours together, saying, ‘ Re- 
joice with me; for I have found the piece which | 
had lost.’ 

“ Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner that 
repenteth.”’ 


24. THE PrRopicgAL Son: A PARABLE. 


And he said, “‘ A certain man had two sons: 
and the younger of them said to his father, 
‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth 
to me.’ And he divided unto them his living. 

“And not many days after the younger son 
gathered all together, and took his journey into a 
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far country, and there wasted his substance with 
riotous living. And when he had spent all, there 
arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began 
to be in want. And he went and joined himself 
to a citizen of that country ; and he sent him into 
his fields to feed swine. And he would fain have 
filled his belly with the husks that the swine did 
eat : and no man gave unto him. 

“And when he came to himself, he said, “ How 
many hired servants of my father’s have bread 
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 
I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto 
him, “ Father, I have sinned against heaven, and 
before thee, and am no more worthy to be called 
thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.” ’ 

*“And he arose, and came to his father. But 
when he was yet a great way off, his father saw 
him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his 
neck, and kissed him. And the son said unto him, 
‘ Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy 
sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy 
son. 

“But the father said to his servants, ‘ Bring 
forth the best robe, and put it on him; and puta 
ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet : and bring 
hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, 
and be merry: for this my son was dead, and is 
alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they 
began to be merry. 
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“ Now his elder son was in the field: and as he 
came and drew nigh to the house, he heard music 
and dancing. And he called one of the servants, 
and asked what these things meant. And he said 
unto him, * Thy brother is come; and thy father 
hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received 
him safe and sound.’ 

“And he was angry, and would not go in: there- 
fore came his father out, and intreated him. And 
he answering said to his father, ‘ Lo, these many 
years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at 
any time thy commandment: and yet thou never 
gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with 
my friends: but as soon as this thy son was come, 
which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou 
hast killed for him the fatted calf.’ 

“ And he said unto him, ‘ Son, thou art ever with 
me, and all that I have is thine. It was meet that 
we should make merry, and be glad: for this 
thy brother was dead, and is alive again ; and was 
lost, and is found.’ ”’ 


295. THe SELFISH RicH MAN AND THE VERY 
Poor Man: A PARABLE. 


There was a certain rich man, which was 
clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
sumptuously every day: and there was a certain 
beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, 
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full of sores, and desiring to be fed with the crumbs 
which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover 
the dogs came and licked his sores. 

And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and 
was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom : 
the rich man also died, and was buried ; and in hell 
he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
And he cried and said, “ Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip 
the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue ; 
for 1am tormented in this flame.” 

But Abraham said, “‘ Son, remember that thou 
in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and 
likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is com- 
forted, and thou art tormented. And beside all 
this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed : 
so that they which would pass from hence to you 
cannot ; neither can they pass to us, that would 
come from thence.” 

Then he said, “I pray thee therefore, father, 
that thou wouldest send him to my father’s house : 
for I have five brethren ; that he may testify unto 
them, lest they also come into this place of 
torment.” 

Abraham saith unto him, “ They have Moses 
and the prophets ; let them hear them.” 

And he said, “ Nay, father Abraham : but if one 
went unto them from the dead, they will repent.” 


CHRIST BLESSING THE CHILDREN. 
From the Statue by George Tinworth, in Whitworth Park, 
Manchester. 
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And he said unto him, “ If they hear not Moses 
and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, 
though one rose from the dead.” 


26. THe RatIsina oF LAZARUS OF BETHANY. 


Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of 
Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. 
(It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with 
ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, whose 
brother Lazarus was sick.) Therefore his sisters 
sent unto him, saying, “ Lord, behold, he whom 
thou lovest is sick.” 


When Jesus came, he found that he had lain in 
the grave four days already. 

Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about 
fifteen furlongs off: and many of the Jews came to 
Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their 
brother. 

Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus 
was coming, went and met him: but Mary still sat 
in the house. 

Then said Martha unto Jesus, “ Lord, if thou 
hadst been here, my brother had not died. But I 
know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of 
God, God will give it thee.” 

Jesus saith unto her, “ Thy brother shall rise 
again.” 

II 
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Martha saith unto him, ‘“ I know that he shall 
rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

Jesus said unto her, “‘ I am the resurrection, and 
the life: he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou 
this ?”’ 

She saith unto him, “ Yea, Lord: I believe that 
thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should 
come into the world.” 

And when she had so said, she went her way, 
and called Mary her sister secretly, saying, “ The 
Master is come, and calleth for thee.”” As soon as 
she heard that, she arose quickly, and came unto 
him. 

Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, but 
was in that place where Martha met him. The 
Jews then which were with her in the house, and 
comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose 
up hastily and went out, followed her, saying, 
“She goeth unto the grave to weep there.” Then 
when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw 
him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, 
“ Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had 
not died.”’ 

When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the 
Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned 
in the spirit, and was troubled, and said, ‘‘ Where 
have ye laid him ? ” 
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They said unto him, “ Lord, come and see.” 

Jesus wept. 

Then said the Jews, “Behold how he loved 
him! ’’ And some of them said, “‘ Could not this 
man, which opened the eyes of the blind, have 
caused that even this man should not have died ? ”’ 

Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh 
to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay 
upon it. Jesus said, “ Take ye away the stone.” 

Then they took away the stone from the place 
where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his 
eyes, and said, “ Father, I thank thee that thou 
hast heard me. And I knew that thou hearest 
me always: but because of the people which stand 
by I said it, that they may believe that thou 
hast sent me.” 

And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a 
loud voice, ‘* Lazarus, come forth.” 

And he that was dead came forth, bound hand 
and foot with graveclothes: and his face was 
bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, 
“ Loose him, and let him go.” 

Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, 
and had seen the things which Jesus did, believed 
on him. But some of them went their ways to the 
Pharisees, and told them what things Jesus had 
done. 

Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees 
a council, and said, ““ What do we? for this man 
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doeth many miracles. If we let him thus alone, all 
men will believe on him.” Then from that day 
forth they took counsel together for to put him 
to death. Jesus therefore walked no more openly 
among the Jews; but went thence unto a country 
near to the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim, 
and there continued with his disciples. 


27. JESUS PRAISES THE GRATEFUL SAMARITAN. 


And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that 
he passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. 

And as he entered into a certain village, there 
met him ten men that were lepers, which stood 
afar off: and they lifted up their voices, and said, 
“* Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”’ And when he 
saw them, he said unto them, “ Go shew yourselves 
unto the priests.” And it came to pass, that, as 
they went, they were cleansed. 

And one of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified 
God, and fell down on his face at his feet, giving him 
thanks: and he, was a Samaritan. 

And Jesus answering said, “‘ Were there not 
ten cleansed ? but where are the nine? There 
are not found that returned to give glory to God, 
save this stranger.” 

And he said unto him, “ Arise, go thy way: thy 
faith hath made thee whole.” 
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28. JESUS AND THE CHILDREN. 


And they passed through Galilee; and he would 
not that any man should know it. For he taught 
his disciples, and said unto them, ‘‘ The Son of 
man is delivered into the hands of men, and they 
shall kill him ; and after that he is killed, he shall 
rise the third day.” But they understood not that 
saying, and were afraid to ask him. 


And he came to Capernaum: and being in the 
house he asked them, “ What was it that ye dis- 
puted among yourselves by the way ?”’ But they 
held their peace : for by the way they had disputed 
among themselves, who should be the greatest. 

And he sat down, and called the twelve, and 
saith unto them, “ If any man desire to be first, 
the same shall be last of all, and servant of all.” 
And he took a child, and set him in the midst of 
them: and when he had taken him in his arms, he 
said unto them, ‘‘ Whosoever shall receive one of 
such children in my name, receiveth me: and 
whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not me, but 
him that sent me.” 


And he arose from thence, and cometh into 
the coasts of Judzea by the farther side of Jordan : 
and the people resort unto him again; and, as 
he was wont, he taught them again. And they 
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brought young children to him, that he should 
touch them: and his disciples rebuked those that 
brought them. 

But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, 
and said unto them, “ Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such 
is the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you, 
‘Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as 
a little child, he shall not enter therein.’ ”’ 

And he took them up in his arms, put his hands 
upon them, and blessed them. 


29. Curist’s STORY OF THE GENEROUS MASTER. 


For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that 
is an householder, which went out early in the 
morning to hire labourers into his vineyard. And 
when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny 
a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 

And he went out about the third hour, and saw 
others standing idle in the marketplace, and said 
unto them, “Go ye also into the vineyard, and 
whatsoever is right I will give you.” And they 
went their way. 

Again he went out about the sixth and ninth 
hour, and did likewise. 

And about the eleventh hour he went out, and 
found others standing idle, and saith unto them, 
“Why stand ye here all the day idle?’ They say 
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unto him, “ Because no man hath hired us.” He 
saith unto them, “ Go ye also into the vineyard ; 
and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive.” 

So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard 
saith unto his steward, “‘ Call the labourers, and 
give them their hire, beginning from the last unto 
the first.” 

And when they came that were hired about the 
eleventh hour, they received every man a penny. 
But when the first came, they supposed that they 
should have received more; and they likewise 
received every mana penny. And when they had 
received it, they murmured against the goodman 
of the house, saying, “ These last have wrought 
but one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto 
us, which have borne the burden and heat of the 
day.” 

But he answered one of them, and said, “* Friend, 
I do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me 
forapenny ? Take that thine is, and go thy way : 
I will give unto this last, even as unto thee.” 


30. THe Hearina oF BLIND BARTIMZUS. 


And they came to Jericho: and as he went out 
of Jericho with his disciples and a great number of 
people, blind Bartimeus, the son of Timzus, sat by 
the highway side begging. 

And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, 
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he began to cry out, and say, “‘ Jesus, thou son of 
David, have mercy on me.” And many charged 
him that he should hold his peace: but he cried 
the more a great deal, ““ Thou son of David, have 
mercy on me.” 

And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to 
be called. And they call the blind man, saying 
unto him, “ Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth 
thee.” And he, casting away his garment, rose, 
and came to Jesus. 

And Jesus answered and said unto him, “‘ What 
wilt thou that I should do unto thee ? ”’ 

The blind man said unto him, “‘ Lord, that I 
might receive my sight.” 

And Jesus said unto him, “Go thy way; thy 
faith hath made thee whole.” And immediately 
he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way . 


31. ZaccHzuS THE TAXx-FARMER. 


And, behold, there was a man named Zaccheus, 
which was the chief among the publicans, and he 
was rich. And he sought to see Jesus who he was ; 
and could not for the press, because he was little 
of stature. And he ran before, and climbed up 
into a sycamore tree to see him: for he was to pass 
that way. 

And when Jesus came to the place, he looked 
up, and saw him, and said unto him, “ Zaccheus, 
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make haste, and come down; for to day I must 
abide at thy house.” And he made haste, and 
came down, and received him joyfully. 

And when they saw it, they all murmured, 
saying, “ That he was gone to be guest with a man 
that is a sinner.” 

And Zaccheus stood, and said unto the Lord, 
Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the 
poor; and if I have taken any thing from any 
man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold.”’ 

And Jesus said unto him, “ This day is salvation 
come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of 
Abraham. For the Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost.”’ 


32. JESUS ENTERS JERUSALEM IN TRIUMPH. 


And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and 
were come to Bethphage, unto the mount of 
Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, saying unto 
them, “ Go into the village over against you, and 
straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt 
with her: loose them, and bring them unto me. 
And if any man say aught unto you, ye shall say, 
“The Lord hath need of them; and straightway 
he will send them.’ ’”’ And the disciples went, and 
did as Jesus commanded them, and brought the 
ass, and the colt, and put on them their clothes, 
and they set him thereon. 
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And a very great multitude spread their gar- 
ments in the way ; others cut down branches from 
the trees, and strewed them in the way. And the 
multitudes that went before, and that followed, 
cried, saying, “Hosanna to the son of David: 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord ; 
Hosanna in the highest.” 

And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the 
city was moved, saying, ““ Whois this?’ And the 
multitude said, “‘ This is Jesus, the prophet of 
Nazareth of Galilee.”’ 

And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast 

out all them that sold and bought in the temple, 
and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, 
and the seats of them that sold doves, and said 
unto them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be 
called the house of prayer’; but ye have made it a 
den of thieves.” And the blind and the lame came 
to him in the temple ; and he healed them. 
- And when the chief priests and scribes saw the 
wonderful things that he did, and the children 
crying in the temple, and saying, “‘ Hosanna to 
the son of David”; they were sore displeased, and 
said unto him, “ Hearest thou what these say ? ” 

And Jesus saith unto them, “Yea; have ye 
never read, ‘ Out of the mouth of babes and suck- 
lings thou hast perfected praise ’ ? ” 

And he taught daily in the temple. But the 
chief priests and the scribes and the chief of the 
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people sought to destroy him, and could not find 
what they might do: for all the people were very 
attentive to hear him. 


30. THE PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS. 


Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened 
unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went 
forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of them 
were wise, and five were foolish. They that were 
foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them : 
but the wise took oil in their vessels with their 
lamps. 

While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered 
and slept. And at midnight there was a cry made, 
“ Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to 
meet him.” 

Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their 
lamps. 

And the foolish said unto the wise, “ Give us of 
your oil; for our lamps are gone out.” 

But the wise answered, saying, “ Not so; lest 
there be not enough for us and you: but go ye 
rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.” 

And while they went to buy, the bridegroom 
came ; and they that were ready went in with him 
to the marriage : and the door was shut. 

Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, 
“Lord, Lord, open to us.” 
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But he answered and said, ‘“‘ Verily I say unto 
you, I know you not.” 

Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day 
nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. 


34. A VISION OF THE JUDGMENT Day. 


When the Son of man shall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit 
upon the throne of his glory : and before him shall 
be gathered all nations: and he shall separate 
them one from another, as a shepherd divideth 
his sheep from the goats: and he shall set the sheep 
on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 

Then shall the King say unto them on his right 
hand, “‘ Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world: for I was an hungred, and ye gave 
me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink : 
I was a stranger, and ye took me in: naked, and ye 
clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was 
in prison, and ye came unto me.” 

Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, 
“Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed 
thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When 
saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or 
naked, and clothed thee 2. Or when saw we thee 
sick, or in prison, and came unto thee 2 ”’ 

And the King shall answer and say unto them, 
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“ Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me.” 

Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, 
“Depart from me, ye cursed, into the eternal 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: for I 
was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a stranger, 
and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me 
not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.” 

Then shall they also answer him, saying, “ Lord, 
when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a 
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not 
minister unto thee ? ” 

Then shall he answer them, saying, “ Verily I 
say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of 
the least of these, ye did it not to me.” 


35. THe Last SuPPER. 


Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, 
which is called the Passover. 

And the chief priests and scribes sought how 
they might kill him ; for they feared the people. 

Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed 
Iscariot, being of the number of the twelve. And 
he went his way, and communed with the chief 
priests and captains, how he might betray him 
unto them. And they were glad, and covenanted 
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to give him money. And he promised, and sought 
opportunity to betray him unto them in the absence 
of the multitude. 

Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the 
passover must be killed. And he sent Peter and 
John, saying, “Go and prepare us the passover, 
that we may eat.” 

And they said unto him, “ Where wilt thou that 
we prepare ? ”’ 

And he said unto them, “ Behold, when ye are 
entered into the city, there shall a man meet you, 
bearing a pitcher of water; follow him into the 
house where he entereth in. And ye shall say 
unto the goodman of the house, ‘The Master 
saith unto thee, “ Where is the guestchamber, 
where I shall eat the passover with my disciples ? ”’’ 
And he shall shew you a large upper room 
furnished : there make ready.” 

And they went, and found as he had said unto 
them : and they made ready the passover. 

And when the hour was come, he sat down, and 
the twelve apostles with him. And he said unto 
them, ‘‘ With desire I have desired to eat this 
passover with you before I suffer.” 

And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake 
it, and gave unto them, saying, “ This is my body 
which is given for you: this do in remembrance of 
me. * 


Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, 
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“ This cup is the new testament in my blood, which 
is shed for you. 

“ But, behold, the hand of him that betrayeth 
me is with me on the table. And truly the Son of 
man goeth, as it was determined: but woe unto 
that man by whom he is betrayed ! ” 

And they began to enquire among themselves, 
which of them it was that should do this thing. 


36. THE GREAT OBEDIENCE. 


And when they had sung an hymn, they went out 
into the mount of Olives. And Jesus saith unto 
them, “* All ye shall be offended because of me this 
night: for it 1s written, “I will smite the shepherd, 
and the sheep shall be scattered.’ But after that 
Iam risen, I will go before you into Galilee.” 

And they came to a place which was named 
Gethsemane: and he saith to his disciples, “ Sit 
ye here, while I shall pray.” And he taketh with 
him Peter and James and John, and began to be 
sore amazed, and to be very heavy; and saith 
unto them, ‘“‘ My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto 
death : tarry ye here, and watch.” 

And he went forward a little, and fell on the 
ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the 
hour might pass from him. And he said, “ Abba, 
Father, all things are possible unto thee; take 
away this cup from me: nevertheless not what I 
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will, but what thou wilt.” And he cometh, and 
findeth them sleeping, and saith unto Peter,“ Simon, 
sleepest thou ? couldest not thou watch one hour ? 
Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. 
The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak.” 

And again he went away, and prayed, and spake 
the same words. And when he returned, he found 
them asleep again, (for their eyes were heavy,) 
neither wist they what to answer him. 

And he cometh the third time, and saith unto 
them, “‘ The hour is come; behold, the Son of 
man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise up, 
let us go; lo, he that betrayeth me is at hand.” 


Le 
JESUS: HIS WONDERFUL DEATH. 


37. JUDAS BETRAYS JESUS, AND HE IS TAKEN 
BEFORE THE HicH PRIEST. 


AND immediately, while he yet spake, cometh 
Judas, one of the twelve, and with him a great 
multitude with swords and staves, from the chief 
priests and the scribes and the elders. And he 
that betrayed him had given them a token, saying, 
‘““'Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he; take 
him, and lead him away safely.” And as soon as 
he was come, he goeth straightway to him, and 
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saith, ““ Master, master”’; and kissed him. And 
they laid their hands on him, and took him. 

And they led Jesus away to the high priest : 
and with him were assembled all the chief priests 
and the elders and the scribes. And Peter followed 
him afar off, even into the palace of the high priest : 
and he sat with the servants, and warmed himself 
at the fire. 

And the chief priests and all the council sought 
for witness against Jesus to put him to death ; and 
found none. For many bare false witness against 
him, but their witness agreed not together. 

And there arose certain, and bare false witness 
against him, saying, “‘ We heard him say, ‘I will 
destroy this temple that is made with hands, and 
within three days I will build another made without 
hands.’”’ But neither so did their witness agree 
together. 

And the high priest stood up in the midst, and 
asked Jesus, saying, “ Answerest thou nothing ? 
what is it which these witness against thee ? ” 

But he held his peace, and answered nothing. 

Again the high priest asked him, and said 
unto him, “‘ Art thou the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed ? ”’ 

And Jesus said, ““I am: and ye shall see the 
Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, 
and coming in the clouds of heaven.” 

Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, 
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“What need we any further witnesses? Ye have 
heard the blasphemy : what think ye 2?” 

And they all condemned him to be guilty of 
death. 


38. JESUS IS WRONGFULLY CONDEMNED, AND Is] 
CRUCIFIED. 


And straightway in the morning the chief priests 
held a consultation with the elders and scribes 
and the whole council, and bound Jesus, and carried 
him away, and delivered him to Pilate. 

And Pilate asked him, “ Art thou the King 
of the Jews 2” 

And he answering said unto him, “ Thou sayest 
ite”; 

And the chief priests accused him of many 
things: but he answered nothing. 

And Pilate asked him again, saying, ““ Answerest 
thou nothing? behold how many things they 
witness against thee.” But Jesus yet answered 
nothing ; so that Pilate marvelled. 

Now at that feast he released unto them one 
prisoner, whomsoever they desired. And there 
was one named Barabbas, which lay bound with 
them that had made insurrection with him, who 
had committed murder in the insurrection. And 
the multitude crying aloud began to desire him to 
do as he had ever done unto them. But Pilate 
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answered them, saying, “‘ Will ye that I release 
unto you the King of the Jews?” For he knew 
that the chief priests had delivered him for envy. 
But the chief priests moved the people, that he 
should rather release Barabbas unto them. 

And Pilate answered and said again unto them, 
* What will ye then that I shall do unto him whom 
ye call the King of the Jews ?”’ 

And they cried out again, “ Crucity h him.” 

Then Pilate said unto them, “ Why, what 
evil hath he done ? ” 

And they cried out the more exceedingly, 
“ Crucify him.” 

And so Pilate, willing to content the people, 
released Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus, 
when he had scourged him, to be crucified. 


And as they led him away, they laid hold upon 
one Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of the country, 
and on him they laid the cross, that he might bear 
it after Jesus. And there followed him a great 
company of people, and of women, which also 
bewailed and lamented him. But Jesus turning 
unto them said, “‘ Daughters of Jerusalem, weep 
not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your 
children.”’ 

And there were also two other, malefactors, 
led with him to be put to death. And when they 
were come to the place which is called Calvary, 
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there they crucified him, and the malefactors, 
one on the right hand, and the other on the leit. 

Then said Jesus, ‘‘ Father, forgive them; for 
they know not what they do.” 

And they parted his raiment, and cast lots. 
And the people stood beholding. And the rulers 
also with them derided him, saying, “ He saved 
others ; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the 
chosen of God.” And the soldiers also mocked 
him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar, and 
saying, “If thou be the king of the Jews, save 
thyself.” And a superscription also was written 
over him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, 


“THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 


And one of the malefactors which were hanged 
railed on him, saying, “If thou be Christ, save 
thyself and us.” 

But the other answering rebuked him, saying, 
“ Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the 
same condemnation? And we indeed justly ; 
for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but 
this man hath done nothing amiss.” And he said 
unto Jesus, “Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom.” 

And Jesus said unto him, “ Verily I say unto thee, 
To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.”’ 

And it was about the sixth hour, and there was 
a darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. 
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And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the 
temple was rent in the midst. And when Jesus 
had cried with a loud voice, he said, ‘“‘ Father, into 
thy hands I commend my spirit’”’; and having 
said thus, he gave up the ghost. 

Now when the centurion saw what was done, 
he glorified God, saying, “ Certainly this was a 
righteous man.” And all the people that came 
together to that sight, beholding the things which 
were done, smote their breasts, and returned. And 
all his acquaintance, and the women that followed 
him from Galilee, stood afar off, beholding these 
things. 


And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a 
counsellor; and he was a good man, and a just 
(the same had not consented to the counsel and deed 
of them): he was of Arimathea, a city of the 
Jews: who also himself waited for the kingdom of 
God. 

This man went unto Pilate, and begged the body 
of Jesus. And he took it down, and wrapped it 
in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that was hewn 
in stone, wherein never man before was laid. And 
that day was the preparation, and the sabbath 
drew on. And the women also, which came with 
him from Galilee, followed after, and beheld the 
sepulchre, and how his body was laid. And they 
returned, and prepared spices and ointments ; 
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and rested the sabbath day according to the com- 
mandment. 


39. JESUS RISES AGAIN ON THE THIRD Day. 


Now upon the first day of the week, very early 
in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, 
bringing the spices which they had prepared, and 
certain others with them. And they found the 
stone rolled away from the sepulchre. And they 
entered in, and found not the body of the Lord 
Jesus. 

And it came to pass, as they were much per- 
plexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them 
in shining garments: and as they were afraid, 
and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said 
unto them, “ Why seek ye the living among the 
dead? He is not here, but is risen: remember 
how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, 
saying, ‘The Son of man must be delivered into 
the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the 
third day rise again.’ ” 

And they remembered his words, and returned 
from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto 
the eleven, and to all the rest. 

Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre ; 
and stooping down, he beheld the linen clothes 
laid by themselves, and departed, wondering in 
himself at that which was come to pass. 
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And, behold, two of them went that same day 
to a village called Emmaus, which was from 
Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. And they 
talked together of all these things which had 
happened. 

And it came to pass, that, while they communed 
together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, 
and went with them. But their eyes were holden 
that they should not know him. And he said 
unto them, “ What manner of communications 
are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, 
and are sad ? ” 

And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, 
answering said unto him, “‘ Art thou only a stranger 
in Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which 
are come to pass there in these days ? ”’ 

And he said unto them, “‘ What things ? ” 

And they said unto him, “ Concerning Jesus of 
Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed 
and word before God and all the people: and 
how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him 
to be condemned to death, and have crucified him. 
But we trusted that it had been he which should 
have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, to-day 
is the third day since these things were done. 
Yea, and certain women also of our company made 
us astonished, which were early at the sepulchre ; 
and when they found not his body, they came, 
saying, that they had also seen a vision of angels, 
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which said that he was alive. And certain of them 
which were with us went to the sepulchre, and 
found it even so as the women had said: but him 
they saw not.” 

And they drew nigh unto the village, whither 
they went: and he made as though he would have 
gone farther. But they constrained him, saying, 
“ Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the 
day is far spent.” 

And he went in to tarry with them. And it 
came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took 
bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. 
And their eyes were opened, and they knew him ; 
and he vanished out of their sight. 

And they rose up the same hour, and returned 
to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered 
together, and them that were with them, saying, 
“The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to 
Simon.” And they told what things were done 
in the way, and how he was known of them in 
breaking of bread. 

And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in 
the midst of them, and saith unto them, ‘‘ Peace 
be unto you.” 

But they were terrified and affrighted, and 
supposed that they had seen a spirit. And he 
said unto them, ‘‘ Why are ye troubled ? and why 
do thoughts arise in your hearts? Behold my 
hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, 
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and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as 
ye see me have.”” And when he had thus spoken, 
he shewed them his hands and his feet. 

Then opened he their understanding, that they 
might understand the scriptures, and said unto 
them, “‘ Thus it is written, and thus it behoved 
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third 
day: and that repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in his name among all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of 
these things. But tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, 
until ye be endued with power from on high.” 


40. CHRIST ASCENDS INTO HEAVEN. 


He [Jesus] shewed himself alive after his passion 
by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty 
days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God: and, being assembled together 
with them, commanded them that they should not 
depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise 
of the Father, “‘ which,” saith he, “‘ ye have heard 
of me. For John truly baptized with water } 
but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not 
many days hence.”’ 

When they therefore were come together, they 
asked of him, saying, “ Lord, wilt thou at this 
time restore again the kingdom to Israel ? ” 

And he said unto them, “It is not for you to 
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know the times or the seasons, which the Father 
hath put in his own power. But ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you : 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth.” 


And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and 
he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And 
it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was 
parted from them, and carried up into heaven. 
And a cloud received him out of their sight. 

And while they looked stedfastly toward heavenas 
he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white 
apparel; which also said, ““ Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven ? this same Jesus, 
whichis taken up from youinto heaven, shall socome 
in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” 

Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the 
mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a 
sabbath day’s journey. And when they were 
come in, they went up into an upper room, where 
abode both Peter, and James, and John, and 
Andrew, Philip, and ‘Thomas, Bartholomew, and 
Matthew, James the son of Alpheus, and Simon 
Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. These 
all continued with one accord in prayer and suppli- 
cation, with the women, and Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and with his brethren. 
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IIT. 


THE GREAT LESSONS WHICH JESUS 
TAUGHT. 


(Short pieces to be learnt by heart.) 
A. THE Law or Lovine KINpDNEss. 


ONE of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a 
question, saying, “Master, which is the great 
commandment in the law ? ”’ 

Jesus sald unto him, “‘ Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. 

*“ And the second is like unto it, ‘ Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself.’ ” 


Whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these 
little ones a cup of cold water only in the name 
of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no 
wise lose his reward. 


B. Tur Lorp’s PRAYER AS IT IS SAID IN 
CHURCHES. 


Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be 
thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
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in earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As 
we forgive them that trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation ; But deliver us from 
evil: For thine is the kingdom, The power, and 
the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 


C. Jesus THE GIFT oF Gop. 


For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. 


This is life eternal, that they might know thee 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou 
hast sent. 


D. JESUS EXPLAINS THAT HE Gors To His 
FATHER IN HEAVEN. 


Ler not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe also in me. 

In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it 
were not so, I would have told you. 

I go to prepare a place for you. 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also. 
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IV. 


STORIES OF CHRIST’S EARLY FOLLOWERS : 
THE MISSIONARY LABOURS OF ST. 
PAUL. ; 


41. PowrR FRomM on HiGu. 


AnD when the day of Pentecost was fully come, 
they were all with one accord in one place. And 
suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a 
rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house 
where they were sitting. And there appeared unto 
them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon 
each of them. And they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, 
devout men, out of every nation under heaven. 
Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude 
came together, and were confounded, because that 
every man heard them speak in his own language. 
And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying 
one to another, “ Behold, are not all these which 
speak Galileans? And how hear we every man 
in our own tongue, wherein we were born ? 
Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the 
dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judea, and 
Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and 
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Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya 
about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and 
proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them 
speak in our tongues the wonderful works of 
God.” “ 

And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, 
saying one to another, “ What meaneth this ? ” 
Others mocking said, ‘‘ These men are full of new 
wine.” 

But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted 
up his voice, and said unto them, “ Ye men of 
Judea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this 
known unto you, and hearken to my words: 
for these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing 
it is but the third hour of the day. But this is 
that which was spoken by the prophet Joel: 
‘ And it shall come to pass in the last days,’ saith 
God, ‘I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh : 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, and your old 
men shall dream dreams: and on my servants and 
on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days 
of my Spirit ; and they shall prophesy.’ 

“Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by 
miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by 
him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also 
know: him ye have taken, and by wicked hands 
have crucified and slain: whom God hath raised 
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up, having loosed the pains of death: because it 
was not possible that he should be holden of it. 

“This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all 
are witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand 
of God exalted, and having received of the Father 
the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth 
this, which ye now see and hear. Therefore 
let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that 
God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have 
crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 

Now when they heard this, they were pricked 
in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest 
of the apostles, ‘‘ Men and brethren, what shall we 
aed” 

Then Peter said unto them, “ Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is 
unto you, and to your children, and to all that are 
afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall 
call” 

Then they that gladly received his word were 
baptized: and the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls. And they 
continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders 
and signs were done by the apostles. 

And all that believed were together, and had all 
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things common; and sold their possessions and 
goods, and parted them to all men, as every man 
had need. And they, continuing daily with one 
accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, did eat their food with gladness 
and singleness of heart, praising God, and having 
favour with all the people. And the Lord added 
to the church daily such as should be saved. 


42. St. PETER AND St. JOHN HEAL THE 
Lame Man. 


Now Peter and John went up together into the 
temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. 
And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb 
was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate 
of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask 
alms of them that entered into the temple; who 
seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple 
asked an alms. 

And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with 
John, said, “ Look on us.” And he gave heed 
unto them, expecting to receive something of 
them. Then Peter said, “Silver and gold have I 
none; but such as I have give I thee: In the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.” 
And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him 
up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones 
received strength. And he leaping up stood, and 
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walked, and entered with them into the temple, 
walking, and leaping, and praising God. 

And all the people saw him walking and praising 
God: and they knew that it was he which sat for 
alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: and they 
were filled with wonder and amazement at that 
which had happened unto him. And as the lame 
man which was healed held Peter and John, all 
the people ran together unto them in the porch 
that is called Solomon’s, greatly wondering. 

And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the 
people, ““ Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this ? 
or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by 
our own power or holiness we had made this man 
to walk? The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, 
and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified 
his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied 
him in the presence of Pilate, when he was deter- 
mined to let him go. But ye denied the Holy One 
and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted 
unto you; and killed the Prince of life, whom God 
hath raised from the dead; whereof we are wit- 
nesses. And his name through faith in his name 
hath made this man strong, whom ye see and 
know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given 
him this perfect soundness in the presence of you 
all. And now, brethren, I wot that through 
ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers. But 
those things, which God before had shewed by the 

43 
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mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should suffer, 
he hath so fulfilled. Repent ye therefore, and be 
converted, that your sins may be blotted out, 
when the times of refreshing shall come from the 
presence of the Lord.” 


43. MANY BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST. 


And as they spake unto the peopie, the priests, 
and the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees, 
came upon them, being grieved that they taught 
the people, and preached through Jesus the 
resurrection from the dead. And they laid hands 
on them, and put them in hold unto the next day : 
for it was now eventide. Howbeit many of them 
which heard the word believed; and the number 
of the men was about five thousand. 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that their 
rulers, and elders, and scribes, and Annas the high 
priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, 
and as many as were of the kindred of the high 
priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. And 
when they had set them in the midst, they asked, 
“ By what power, or by what name, have ye done 
this ?” 

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said 
unto them, “ Ye rulers of the people, and elders of 
Israel, if we this day be examined of the good deed 
done to the impotent man, by what means he is 
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made whole; be it known unto you all, and to all 
the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead, even by him doth this man 
stand here before you whole. This is the stone 
which was set at nought of you builders, which is 
become the head of the corner. Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved.”’ 

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and 
John, and perceived that they were unlearned and 
ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took 
knowledge of them, that they had been with 
Jesus. And beholding the man which was healed 
standing with them, they could say nothing against 
it. But when they had commanded them to go 
aside out of the council, they conferred among 
themselves, saying, ““ What shall we do to these 
men ? for that indeed a notable miracle hath been 
done by them is manifest to all them that dwell 
in Jerusalem ; and we cannot deny it. But that 
it spread no further among the people, let us 
straitly threaten them, that they speak henceforth 
to no man in this name.’’ And they called them, 
and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach 
in the name of Jesus. 

But Peter and John answered and said unto 
them, “ Whether it be right in the sight of God to 
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hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. 
For we cannot but speak the things which we have 
seen and heard.”’ 

So when they had further threatened them, they 
let them go, finding nothing how they might 
punish them, because of the people: for all men 
glorified God for that which was done. For the 
man was above forty years old, on whom this 
miracle of healing -was shown. 


44, ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA. 


And the multitude of them that believed were of 
one heart and of one soul: neither said any of 
them that aught of the things which he possessed 
was his own; but they had all things common. 
And with great power gave the apostles witness of 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus : and great grace 
was upon them all. Neither was there any among 
them that lacked : for as many as were possessors 
of lands or houses sold them, and brought the 
prices of the things that were sold, and laid them 
down at the apostles’ feet: and distribution was 
made unto every man according as he had need. 

But a certai man named Ananias, with Sapphira 
his wife, sold a possession, and kept back part of 
the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought 
a certain part, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 

_ But Peter said, “ Ananias, why hath Satan filled 
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thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep 
back part of the price of the land? Whiles it 
remained, was it not thine own ? and after it was 
sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast 
thou conceived this thing in thine heart ? thou hast 
not lied unto men, but unto God.” And Ananias 
hearing these words fell down, and gave up the 
ghost : and great fear came on all them that heard 
these things. And the young men arose, and 
carried him out, and buried him. 

And it was about the space of three hours after, 
when his wife, not knowing what was done, came 
in. And Peter answered unto her, “ Tell me 
whether ye sold the land for so much ? ”’ 

And she said, “‘ Yea, for so much.” 

Then Peter said unto her, “ How is it that ye 
have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the 
Lord ? behold, the feet of them which have buried 
thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee 
out.” Then fell she down straightway at his feet, 
and yielded up the ghost : and the young men came 
in, and found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried 
her by her husband. And great fear came upon all 
the church, and upon as many as heard these things. 


45. Tor Martryrpom oF STEPHEN. 


And the word of God increased ; and the number 
of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly ; 
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and a great company of the priests were obedient 
to the faith. And Stephen, full of faith and power, 
did great wonders and miracles among the people. 

Then there arose certain of the synagogue, dis- 
puting with Stephen. And they were not able 
to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he 
spake. Then they suborned men, which said, 
“We have heard him speak blasphemous words 
against Moses, and against God.” And they 
stirred up the people, and the elders, and the 
scribes, and came upon him, and caught him, 
and brought him to the council, and set up false 
witnesses, which said, “ This man ceaseth not to 
speak blasphemous words against this holy place, 
and the law: for we have heard him say, that this 
Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall 
change the customs which Moses delivered us.” 

And all that sat in the council, looking stedfastly 
on him, saw his face as it had been the face of 
an angel. 

Then said the high priest, “‘ Are these things so ? ” 

[Stephen answered him in words of great power 
showing that God had been leading and teaching 
the people from the time of Abraham, in the days of 
Joseph, Moses, Solomon, and at last in their own 
time in Jesus Christ, whom they had rejected and 
slain. | 

When they heard these things, they were cut to 
the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth. 
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But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up 
stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, and 
said, “‘ Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the 
Son of man standing on the right hand of God.” 

Then they cried out with a loud voice, and 
stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one 
accord, and cast him out of the city, and stoned 
him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes 
at a young man’s feet, whose name was Saul. 
And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and 
saying, ““ Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”” And he 
kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, “‘ Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge.”” And when he 
had said this, he fell asleep. 


And Saul was consenting unto his death. And 
at that time there was a great persecution against 
the church which was at Jerusalem ; and they were 
all scattered abroad throughout the regions of 
Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. And 
devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made 
great lamentation over him. 


46. THE CoNVERSION OF SAUL OF TARSUS, 
AFTERWARDS ST. PAuL. 


As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, enter- 
ing into every house, and haling men and women 
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committed them to prison. Therefore they that 
were scattered abroad went every where preaching 
the word. 

Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, 
and preached Christ unto them. And the people 
with one accord gave heed unto those things which 
Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which 
he did. And there was great joy in that city. 


And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went 
unto the high priest, and desired of him letters to 
Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any 
of this way, whether they were men or women, he 
might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 

And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus : 
and suddenly there shined round about him a 
light from heaven: and he fell to the earth, and 
heard a voice saying unto him, “ Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me ? ” 

And he said, ““ Who art thou, Lord ? ” 

And the Lord said, “I am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest : it is hard for thee to kick against the 
pricks.” 

And he trembling and astonished said, “‘ Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do 2 ” 

And the Lord said unto him, “ Arise, and go 
into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou 
must do.” 
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And the men which journeyed with him stood 
speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 
And Saul arose from the earth ; and when his eyes 
were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by 
the hand, and brought him into Damascus. And 
he was three days without sight, and neither did 
eat nor drink. 

And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, 
named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a 
vision, “‘ Ananias.”’ 

And he said, “‘ Behold, I am here, Lord.” 

And the Lord said unto him, “ Arise, and go 
into the street which is called Straight, and enquire 
in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: 
for, behold, he prayeth, and hath seen in a vision 
a man named Ananias coming in, and putting 
his hand on him, that he might receive his 
sight.”’ 

Then Ananias answered, “‘ Lord, I have heard 
by many of this man, how much evil he hath done 
to thy saints at Jerusalem: and here he hath 
authority from the chief priests to bind all that call 
on thy name.” 

But the Lord said unto him, “ Go thy way: for 
he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name 
before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of 
Israel : for I will shew him how great things he must 
suffer for my name’s sake.” 

And Ananias went his way, and entered into 
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the house; and putting his hands on him said, 
‘ Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared 
unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, 
that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled 
with the Holy Ghost.” 

And immediately there fell from his eyes as it 
had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, 
and arose, and was baptized. And when he had 
received food, he was strengthened. Then was 
Saul certain days with the disciples which were at 
Damascus. And straightway he preached Christ 
in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God. But 
all that heard him were amazed, and said, “Is 
not this he that destroyed them which called 
on this name in Jerusalem, and came hither for 
that intent, that he might bring them bound unto 
the chief priests ? ” 

And after that many days were fulfilled, the 
Jews took counsel to kill him: but their laying 
in wait was known of Saul. And they watched 
the gates day and night to kill him. Then the 
disciples took him by night, and let him down by 
the wall in a basket. 

And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he 
assayed to join himself to the disciples: but they 
were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was 
a disciple. But Barnabas took him, and brought 
him to the apostles, and declared unto them how 
he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had 
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spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly 
at Damascus in the name of Jesus. 

And he was with them coming in and going out at 
Jerusalem. And he spake boldly in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. 


47. Sr. Perer’s Works oF Power. 


Then had the churches rest throughout all Judea 
and Galilee and Samaria. 

And it came to pass, as Peter passed throughout 
all quarters, he came down also to the saints which 
dwelt at Lydda. And there he found a certain man 
named Aineas, which had kept his bed eight years, 
and was sick of the palsy.. And Peter said unto him, 
“* Mneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: arise, and 
make thy bed.” And he arose immediately. 

And all that dwelt at Lydda and Saron saw him, 
and turned to the Lord. 

Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named 
Tabitha, which by interpretation is called Dorcas : 
this woman was full of good works and almsdeeds 
which she did. And it came to pass in those days, 
that she was sick, and died: whom when they had 
washed, they laid her in an upper chamber. And 
forasmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the 
disciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent 
unto him two men, desiring him that he would not 
delay to come to them. 
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Then Peter arose and went with them. When 
he was come, they brought him into the upper 
chamber: and all the widows stood by him weep- 
ing, and shewing the coats and garments which 
Dorcas made, while she was with them. But Peter 
put them all forth, and kneeled down, and prayed ; 
and turning him to the body said, “ Tabitha, 
arise.’ And she opened her eyes: and when 
she saw Peter, she sat up. And he gave her 
his hand, and lifted her up, and when he had 
called the saints and widows, presented her 
alive. 

And it was known throughout all Joppa; and 
many believed in the Lord. And it came to pass, 
that he tarried many days in Joppa with one Simon 
a tanner. 


48. Kine Herop (Hrrop Acrippa)! casts St. 
PETER INTO PRISON. 


Now about that time Herod the king stretched 
forth his hands to vex certain of the church. And he 
killed James the brother of John with the sword. 
And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he pro- 
ceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were 


1 There are three different ‘‘ Herods”’ named in these New Testa- 
ment stories: Herod the Great, of whom we read in the story of 
the birth of Christ ; Herod Antipas, who beheaded John the Baptist, 
and to whom Pilate sent Jesus; and Herod Agrippa, who perse- 
cuted the early Christians. 
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the days of unleavened bread.) And when he 
had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and 
delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to 
keep him; intending after Haster.to bring him 
forth to the people. 

Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer 
was made without ceasing by the church unto God 
for him. And when Herod would have brought 
him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping 
between two soldiers, bound with two chains: 
and the keepers before the door kept the prison. 
And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, 
and a light shined in the prison: and he smote 
Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, 
“ Arise up quickly.” And his chains fell off from 
his hands. And the angel said unto him, “ Gird 
thyself, and bind on thy sandals.” And so he did. 
And he saith unto him, “ Cast thy garment about 
thee, and follow me.” 

And he went out, and followed him; and wist 
not that it was true which was done by the angel ; 
but thought he saw a vision. When they were past 
the first and the second ward, they came unto the 
iron gate that leadeth unto the city ; which opened 
to them of his own accord: and they went out, 
and passed on through one street ; and forthwith: 
the angel departed from him. And when Peter 
was come to himself, he said, “‘ Now I know of 
a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and 
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hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and 
from all the expectation of the people of the 
Jews.” 

And when he had considered the thing, he came 
to the house of Mary the mother of John, whose 
surname was Mark; where many were gathered 
together praying. And as Peter knocked at the 
door of the gate, a damsel came to hearken, named 
Rhoda. And when she knew Peter’s voice, she 
opened not the gate for gladness, but ran in, and 
told how Peter stood before the gate. And they 
said unto her, “Thou art mad.’ But she con- 
stantly affirmed that it was even so. Then said 
they, “ It is his angel.” 

But Peter continued knocking: and when they © 
had opened the door, and saw him, they were 
astonished. But he, beckoning unto them with 
the hand to hold their peace, declared unto them 
how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. 
And he said, “‘ Go shew these things unto James, 
and to the brethren.” And he departed, and went 
into another place. 

Now as soon as it was day, there was no 
small stir among the soldiers, what was become 
of Peter. And when Herod had sought for 
him, and found him not, he examined the 
keepers, and commanded that they should be 
put to death, 
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[St. Paul travelled through most of the cities 
of Asia Minor preaching. Three of the chief cities 
of Lycaonia, in Asia Minor, were Iconium, Lystra, 
and Derbe. | 


49. St. Paut 1s STONED AND THOUGHT TO 
BE DEAD. 


And it came to pass in Iconium, that they went 
both together into the synagogue of the Jews, and 
so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews 
and also of the Greeks believed. But the un- 
believing Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made 
their minds evil affected against the brethren. 

Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly 
in the Lord, which gave testimony unto the word 
of his grace, and granted signs and wonders to be 
done by their hands. But the multitude of the 
city was divided: and part held with the Jews, 
and part with the apostles. And when there was 
an assault made both of the Gentiles, and also of 
the Jews with their rulers, to use them despite- 
fully, and to stone them, they were ware of it, 
and fled unto Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, 
and unto the region that lieth round about: and 
there they preached the gospel. 

And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent 
in. his feet, being a cripple from his mother’s 
womb, who never had walked: the same heard 
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Paul speak: who stedfastly beholding him, and 
perceiving that he had faith to be healed, said 
with a loud voice, “Stand upright on thy feet.” 
And he leaped and walked. 

And when the people saw what Paul had done, 
they lifted up their voices, saying in the speech 
of Lycaonia, “The gods are come down to us in 
the likeness of men.” And they called Barnabas, 
Jupiter; and Paul, Mercurius, because he was the 
chief speaker. 

Then the priest of Jupiter, which was before their 
city, brought oxen and garlands unto the gates, 
and would have done sacrifice with the people. 
Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, 
heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among 
the people, crying out, and saying, “Sirs, why do 
ye these things ? We also are men of like passions 
with you, and preach unto you that ye should turn 
from these vanities unto the living God, which 
made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things 
that are therein: who in times past suffered all 
nations to walk in their own ways. Nevertheless 
he left not himself without witness, in that he did 
good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful 
seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.” 
And with these sayings scarce restrained they the 
people, that they had not done sacrifice unto them. 

And there came thither certain Jews from Anti- 
och and Iconium, who persuaded the people, and, 
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having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, 
supposing he had been dead. Howbeit, as the 
disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and 
came into the city : and the next day he departed 
with Barnabas to Derbe. And when they had 
preached the gospel to that city, and had taught 
many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Icon- 
ium, and Antioch, confirming the souls of the 
disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the 
faith. 


[St. Paul with other missionary companions 
makes a second journey—in all he made three— 
through Asia Minor. This time he crosses into 
Europe, and visits Philippi and other cities. ] 


50. St. Paut In Prison At PHILIPPI. 


And it came to pass, aS we went to prayer, a 
certain damsel possessed with a spirit of divination 
met us, which brought her masters much gain 
by soothsaying: the same followed Paul and us, 
and cried, saying, “ These men are the servants 
of the most high God, which shew unto us the way 
of salvation.”” And this did she many days. 
But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the 
spirit, “I command thee in the name of Jesus 
Christ to come out of her.” And he came out the 
same hour. 

14 
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And when her masters saw that the hope. of 
their gains was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, 
and drew them into the market-place unto the 
rulers, and brought them to the magistrates, 
saying, “These men, being Jews, do exceedingly 
trouble our city, and teach customs, which are 
not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, 
being Romans.” 

And the multitude rose up together against them : 
and the magistrates rent off their clothes, and 
commanded to beat them. And when they had 
laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into 
prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely : 
who, having received such a charge, thrust them 
into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the 
stocks. 

And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang 
praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. 
And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so 
that the foundations of the prison were shaken : 
and immediately all the doors were opened, and 
every one’s bands were loosed. . 

And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his 
sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew 
out his sword, and would have killed himself, 
supposing that the prisoners had been fled. But 
Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, “ Do thyself 
no harm: for we are all here.” Then he called for 
a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and 
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fell down before Paul and Silas, and brought them 
out, and said, “‘ Sirs, what must I do to be saved 2” 

And they said, “ Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” 
And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, 
and to all that were in his house. 

And he took them the same hour of the night, 
and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he 
and all his, straightway. And when he had brought 
them into his house, he set meat before them, and 
rejoiced, believing in God with all his house. 

And when it was day, the magistrates sent the 
serjeants, saying, “ Let those men go.” 


51. St. Paunt at Epuesus. THe PLor oF THE 
SILVERSMITH, 


And it came to pass, that Paul having passed 
through the upper coasts came to Ephesus. 

And he went into the synagogue, and spake 
boldly for the space of three months, reasoning and 
persuading the things concerning the kingdom 
of God. But when divers were hardened, and 
believed not, but spake evil of that way before the 
multitude, he departed from them, and separated 
the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of one 
Tyrannus. And this continued by the space of 
two years; so that all they which dwelt in Asia 
heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and 


212 THE BIBLE FOR CHILDREN 


Greeks. And God wrought special miracles by the 
hands of Paul: so that from his body were brought 
unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the dis- 
eases departed from them, and the evil spirits went 
out of them. 

After these things were ended, Paul purposed in 
the spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia 
and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, “ After I 
have been there, I must also see Rome.’ So he 
sent into Macedonia two of them that ministered 
unto him, Timotheus and Erastus ; but he himself 
stayed in Asia for a season. 

And the same time there arose no small stir 
about that way. For a certain man named De- 
metrius, a silversmith, which made silver shrines 
for Diana, brought no small gain unto the crafts- 
men; whom he called together with the workmen 
of like occupation, and said, “* Sirs, ye know that by 
this craft we have our wealth. Moreover ye see 
and hear, that not alone at Ephesus, but almost 
throughout all Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and 
turned away much people, saying that they be no 
gods, which are made with hands : so that not only 
this our craft is in danger to be set at nought ; 
but also that the temple of the great goddess Diana 
should be despised, and her magnificence should 
be destroyed, whom all Asia and the world wor- 
shippeth.” 

And when they heard these sayings, they were 
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full of wrath, and cried out, saying, “‘ Great is 
Diana of the Ephesians.” And the whole city was 
filled with confusion: and having caught Gaius 
and Aristarchus, men of Macedonia, Paul’s com- 
panions in travel, they rushed with one accord 
into the theatre. And when Paul would have 
entered in unto the people, the disciples suffered him 
not. And certain of the chief of Asia, which were 
his friends, sent unto him, desiring him that he 
would not adventure himself into the theatre. 
Some therefore cried one thing, and some another : 
for the assembly was confused ; and the more part 
knew not wherefore they were come together. 

And they drew Alexander out of the multitude, 
the Jews putting him forward. And Alexander 
beckoned with the hand, and would have made his 
defence unto the people. But when they knew that 
he was a Jew, all with one voice about the space 
of two hours cried out, “‘ Great is Diana of the 
Ephesians.” 

And when the townclerk had appeased the 
people, he said, ““ Ye men of Ephesus, what man is 
there that knoweth not how that the city of the 
Ephesians is a worshipper of the great goddess 
Diana, and of the image which fell down from 
Jupiter? Seeing then that these things cannot 
be spoken against, ye ought to be quiet, and to 
do nothing rashly. For we are in danger to be 
called in question for this day’s uproar, there being 
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no cause whereby we may give an account of this 
concourse.” 

And when he had thus spoken, he dismissed the 
assembly. 

And after the uproar was ceased, Paul called unto 
him the disciples, and embraced them, and departed 
for to go into Macedonia. And when he had gone 
over those parts, he came into Greece, and there 
abode three months. 


52. Later St. PaAuL JOURNEYS TO JERUSALEM 
AT THE Risk oF HIS LIFE. 


And it came to pass, that after we had launched, 
we sailed into Syria, and landed at Tyre: for there 
the ship was to unlade her burden. 

And finding disciples, we tarried there seven 
days: who said to Paul through the Spirit, that he 
should not go up to Jerusalem. 

And when we had accomplished those days, we 
departed and went our way ; and they all brought 
us on our way, with wives and children, till we were 
out of the city: and we kneeled down on the 
shore, and prayed. And when we had taken our 
leave one of another, we took ship; and they re- 
turned home again. 

And we that were of Paul’s company departed, 
and came unto Ceesarea: and we entered into the 
house of Philip the evangelist ; and abode with him, 
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And as we tarried there many days, there came 
down from Judea a certain prophet, named 
Agabus. And when he was come unto us, he took 
Paul’s girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, 
and said, “ Thus saith the Holy Ghost, ‘So shall 
the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth 
this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of 
the Gentiles.’ ’’ And when we heard these things, 
both we, and they of that place, besought him not 
to go up to Jerusalem. 

Then Paul answered, ““ What mean ye to weep 
and to break mine heart ? for I am ready not to be 
bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the 
name of the Lord Jesus.”’ 

And when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, 
saying, “ The will of the Lord be done.” 

And when we were come to Jerusalem, the 
brethren received us gladly. 


And the Jews which were of Asia, when they saw 
him in the temple, stirred up all the people, and 
laid hands on him, crying out, “‘ Men of Israel, help : 
This is the man, that teacheth all men every where 
against the people, and the law, and this place.” 

And all the city was moved, and the people ran 
together: and they took Paul, and drew him out 
of the temple: and forthwith the doors were shut. 
And as they went about to kill him, tidings came 
unto the chief captain of the band, that all 
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Jerusalem was in an uproar. Who immediately 
took soldiers and centurions, and ran down unto 
them: and when they saw the chief captain and 
the soldiers, they left off beating Paul. 

Then the chief captain came near, and took him, 
and commanded him to be bound with two chains ; 
and demanded who he was, and what he had done. 
And some cried one thing, some another, among the 
multitude : and when he could not know the cer- 
tainty for the tumult, he commanded him to be 
carried into the castle. 


53. Tur CureF CAPTAIN RESCUES ST. PAUL FROM 
A CONSPIRACY TO KILL HIM. 


On the morrow, because he would have known the 
certainty wherefore he was accused of the Jews, 
he loosed him from his bands, and commanded 
the chief priests and all their council to appear, 
and brought Paul down, and set him before them. 
And when there arose a great dissension, the chief 
captain, fearing lest Paul should have been pulled 
in pieces of them, commanded the soldiers to go 
down, and to take him by force from among them, 
and to bring him into the castle. 

And the night following the Lord stood by him, 
and said, “‘ Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou 
hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou 
bear witness also at Rome.” 
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And when it was day, certain of the Jews banded 
together, and bound themselves under a curse 
saying that they would neither eat nor drink 
till they had killed Paul. And they were more 
than forty which had made this conspiracy. And 
they came to the chief priests and elders, and said, 
“We have bound ourselves under a great curse, 
that we will eat nothing until we have slain Paul. 
Now therefore ye with the council signify to the 
chief captain that he bring him down unto you 
to-morrow, as though ye would enquire something 
more perfectly concerning him: and we, or ever 
he come near, are ready to kill him.” 

And when Paul’s sister’s son heard of their lying 
in wait, he went and entered into the castle, and 
told Paul. Then Paul called one of the centurions 
unto him, and said, “ Bring this young man unto 
the chief captain: for he hath a certain thing to 
tell him.’”’ So he took him, and brought him to the 
chief captain, and said, “‘ Paul the prisoner calledme 
unto him, and prayed me to bring this young man 
unto thee, who hath something to say unto thee.”’ 

Then the chief captain took him by the hand, 
and went with him aside privately, and asked him, 
““ What is that thou hast to tell me ? ” 

And he said, “The Jews have agreed to desire 
thee that thou wouldest bring down Paul to-morrow 
into the council, as though they would enquire 
somewhat of him more perfectly. But do not 
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thou yield unto them; for there lie in wait for 
him of them more than forty men, which have bound 
themselves with an oath, that they will neither 
eat nor drink till they have killed him: and now 
are they ready, looking for a promise from thee.” 

So the chief captain then let the young man 
depart, and charged him, “ See thou tell no man 
that thou hast shewed these things to me.” And 
he called unto him two centurions, saying, ““ Make 
ready two hundred soldiers to go to Cesarea, and 
horsemen threescore and ten, and spearmen two 
hundred, at the third hour of the night; and provide 
them beasts, that they may set Paul thereon, 
and bring him safe unto Felix the governor.” 

Then the soldiers, as it was commanded them, 
took Paul, and brought him by night to Antipatris. 
On the morrow they left the horsemen to go with 
him, and returned to the castle: who, when they 
came to Ceesarea, and delivered the epistle to the 
governor, presented Paul also before him. And he 
commanded a centurion to keep Paul, and to let 
him have liberty, and that he should forbid none 
of his acquaintance to minister or come unto him. 


54. St. PAUL IS BROUGHT BEFORE FESTUS 
AND Kina AGRIPPA. 


And after certain days, when Felix came with his 
wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, 
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and heard him concerning the faith in Christ. 
And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, 
and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and an- 
swered, “‘ Go thy way for this time ; when I have 
a convenient season, I will call for thee.” He hoped 
also that. money should have been given him of 
Paul, that he might loose him: wherefore he sent 
for him the oftener, and communed with him. 

But after two years Porcius Festus came into 
Felix’ room: and Felix, willing to shew the Jews 
a pleasure, left Paul bound. 


Now when Festus was come into the province, 
after three days he ascended from Cesarea to 
Jerusalem. Then the high priest and the chief 
of the Jews informed him against Paul, and be- 
sought him, and desired favour against him, 
that he would send for him to Jerusalem, laying 
wait in the way to killhim. But Festus answered, 
that Paul should be kept at Ceesarea, and that he 
himself would depart shortly thither. 

And when he had tarried among them more than 
ten days, he went down unto Cesarea; and the 
next day sitting on the judgment seat commanded 
Paul to be brought. And when he was come, the 
Jews which came down from Jerusalem stood round 
about, and laid many and grievous complaints 
against Paul, which they could not prove. While 
he answered for himself, ‘‘ Neither against the law 
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of the Jews, neither against the temple, nor yet 
against Caesar, have I offended any thing-at all.” 

But Festus, willing to do the Jews a pleasure, 
answered Paul, and said, “ Wilt thou go up to 
Jerusalem, and there be judged of these things 
before me ? ”’ 

Then said Paul, “I stand at Ceesar’s judgment 
seat, where I ought to be judged: to the Jews 
have I done no wrong, as thou very well knowest. 
For if I be an offender, or have committed any 
thing worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but 
if there be none of these things whereof these 
accuse me, no man may deliver me unto them. 
I appeal unto Cesar.” 

Then Festus, when he had conferred with the 
council, answered, “‘ Hast thou appealed unto 
Cesar ? unto Cesar shalt thou go.” 


And after certain days king Agrippa and Bernice 
came unto Cesarea to salute Festus. And when 
they had been there many days, Festus declared 
Paul’s cause unto the king. And Festus said, 
“King Agrippa, and all men which are here 
present with us, ye see this man, about whom all the 
multitude of the Jews have dealt with me, both at 
Jerusalem, and also here, crying that he ought 
not to live any longer. But when I found that he 
had committed nothing worthy of death, and that 
he himself hath appealed to Augustus, I have 
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determined to send him. Of whom I have no 
certain thing to write unto my lord. Wherefore 
I have brought him forth before you, and specially 
before thee, O king Agrippa, that, after examination 
had, 1 might have somewhat to write. For it 
seemeth to me unreasonable to send a prisoner, 
and not withal to signify the crimes laid against 
him.” 


55. St. PAUL DEFENDS HIMSELF BEFORE 
Kine AGRIPPA. 


Then Agrippa said unto Paul, “ Thou art per- 
mitted to speak for thyself.” 

Then Paul stretched forth the hand, and 
answered for himself: “I think myself happy, 
king Agrippa, because I shall answer for myself 
this day before thee touching all the things whereof 
I am accused of the Jews. 

“T verily thought with myself, that I ought to 
do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of 
Nazareth. Which thing I also did in Jerusalem : 
and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, 
having received authority from the chief priests ; 
and when they were put to death, I gave my voice 
against them. And I punished them oft in every 
synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme ; 
and being exceedingly mad against them, I per- 
secuted them even unto strange cities. 
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“Whereupon as I went to Damascus with 
authority and commission from the chief priests, at 
midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from 
heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining 
round about me and them which journeyed with 
me. And when we were all fallen to the earth, I 
heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in 
the Hebrew tongue, ‘ Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me ? it is hard for thee to kick against the 
pricks.’ 

“ And I said, ‘ Who art thou, Lord 2 ’ 

“Andhe said, “I amJesuswhom thou persecutest. 
But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have 
appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee 
a minister and a witness both of these things which 
thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I 
will appear unto thee.’ 

“Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not dis- 
obedient unto the heavenly vision: but shewed 
first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and 
throughout all the coasts of Judea, and then to 
the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to 
God, and do works meet for repentance. For 
these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and 
went about to kill me. Having therefore obtained 
help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing 
both to small and great, saying none other things 
than those which the prophets and Moses did 
say should come: that Christ should suffer, and 
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that he first by the resurrection of the dead 
should shew light unto the people, and to the 
Gentiles.” 

And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said 
with a loud voice, “ Paul, thou art beside thyself ; 
much learning doth make thee mad.” 

But he said, “‘ I am not mad, most noble Festus ; 
but speak forth the words of truth and soberness. 
For the king knoweth of these things, before whom 
also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that 
none of these things are hidden from him ; for this 
thing was not done in a corner. King Agrippa, 
believest thou the prophets? I know that thou 
believest.”’ 

Then Agrippa said unto Paul, “ Almost thou 
persuadest me to be a Christian.” 

And Paul said, “‘ I would to God, that not only 
thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both 
almost, and altogether such as I am, except these 
bonds.” 

And when he had thus spoken, the king rose up, 
and the governor, and Bernice, and they that sat 
with them: and when they were gone aside, they 
talked between themselves, saying, “ This man 
doeth nothing worthy of death or of bonds.” 
Then said Agrippa unto Festus, “‘ This man might 
have been set at liberty, if he had not appealed 
unto Cesar.” 
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56. Toe SHIPWRECK ON THE Way TO RoME. 


And when it was determined that we should sail 
into Italy, they delivered Paul and certain other 
prisoners unto one named Julius, a centurion of 
Augustus’ band. 

And entering into a ship, we launched, meaning 
to sail by the coasts of Asia. And the next day 
we touched at Sidon. And Julius courteously 
entreated Paul, and gave him liberty to go unto 
his friends to refresh himself. 

And when we had sailed slowly many days, 
and scarce were come over against Cnidus, the 
wind not suffering us, we came unto a place which 
is called ‘ The fair havens’; nigh whereunto was 
the city of Lasea. 

Now when much time was spent, and when 
sailing was now dangerous, because the fast was 
now already past, Paul admonished them, and 
said unto them, “ Sirs, I perceive that this voyage 
will be with hurt and much damage, not only of 
the lading and ship, but also of our lives.” 

Nevertheless the centurion believed the master 
and the owner of the ship, more than those things 
which were spoken by Paul. And because the 
haven was not commodious to winter in, the more 
part advised to depart thence also, if by any means 
they might attain to Phenice, and there to winter ; 
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which is an haven of Crete, and lieth toward the 
south-west and north-west. And when the south 
wind blew softly, supposing that they had obtained 
their purpose, loosing thence, they sailed close by 
Crete. 

But not long after there arose against it a 
tempestuous wind, called Euroclydon. And when 
the ship was caught, and could not bear up into 
the wind, we let her drive. And we being 
exceedingly tossed with a tempest, the next day 
they lightened the ship; and the third day we cast 
out with our own hands the tackling of the ship. 
And when neither sun nor stars in many days 
appeared, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope 
that we should be saved was then taken away. 

But after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the 
midst of them, and said, “Sirs, ye should have 
hearkened unto me, and not have loosed from 
Crete, and to have gained this harm and loss. 
And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for 
there shall be no loss of any man’s life among you, 
but of the ship. For there stood by me this night 
the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, 
saying, ‘Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought 
before Cesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all 
them that sail with thee.’ Wherefore, sirs, be of 
good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even 
as it was told me. Howbeit we must be cast upon 
a certain island.” 

15 
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But when the fourteenth night was come, as we 
were driven up and down in Adria, about midnight 
the shipmen deemed that they drew near to some 
country; and sounded, and found it twenty 
fathoms: and when they had'gone a little farther, 
they sounded again, and found it fifteen fathoms. 
Then fearing lest we should have fallen upon rocks, 
they cast four anchors out of the stern, and wished 
for the day. And as the shipmen were about 
to flee out of the ship, when they had let down the 
boat into the sea, under colour as though they 
would have cast anchors out of the foreship, Paul 
said to the centurion and to the soldiers, “‘ Except 
these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.” Then 
the soldiers cut off the ropes of the boat, and let her 
fall off. 

And while the day was coming on, Paul besought 
them all to take food, saying, “ This day is the 
fourteenth day that ye have tarried and continued 
fasting, having taken nothing. Wherefore I pray 
you to take some food : for this is for your health : 
for there shall not an hair fall from the head of any 
of you.” And when he had thus spoken, he took 
bread, and gave thanks to God in presence of 
them all: and when he had broken it, he began 
to eat. Then were they all of good cheer, and 
they also took some food. And we were in all 
in the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen 
souls. And when they had eaten enough, they 
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lightened the ship, and cast out the wheat into 
the sea. 

And when it was day, they knew not the land: 
but they discovered a certain creek with a shore, 
into the which they were minded, if it were possible, 
to thrust in the ship. And when they had taken 
up the anchors, they committed themselves unto 
the sea, and loosed the rudder bands, and hoisted 
up the mainsail to the wind, and made toward 
shore. And falling into a place where two seas 
met, they ran the ship aground; and the forepart 
stuck fast, and remained unmoveable, but the 
hinder part was broken with the violence of the 
waves. And the soldiers’ counsel was to kill the 
prisoners, lest any of them should swim out, and 
escape. But the centurion, willing to save Paul, 
kept them from their purpose; and commanded 
that they which could swim should cast themselves 
first into the sea, and get to land: and the rest, 
some on boards, and some on broken pieces of the 
ship. And so it came to pass, that they escaped 
all safe to land. 


57. St. PauL on THE ISLAND ON WHICH THEY 
WERE SHIPWRECKED, AND AT ROME. 


And when they were escaped, then they knew 
that the island was called Melita. And the bar- 
barous people shewed us no little kindness: for 
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they kindled a fire, and received us every one, 
because of the present rain, and because of the cold. 

And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, 
and laid them on the fire, there came a viper out 
of the heat, and fastened on his hand. And when 
the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on 
his hand, they said among themselves, “‘ No doubt 
this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath 
escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to 
live.”? And he shook off the beast into the fire, 
and felt no harm. Howbeit they looked when he 
should have swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly : 
but after they had locked a great while, and saw 
no harm come to him. they changed their minds, 
and said that he was a god. 

In the same quarters were possessions of the 
chief man of the island, whose name was Publius ; 
who received us, and lodged us three days cour- 
teously. And it came to pass, that the father of 
Publius lay sick of a fever and of dysentery: 
to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid his 
hands on him, and healed him. So when this 
was done, others also, which had diseases in the 
island, came, and were healed: who also honoured 
us with many honours; and when we departed, 
they laded us with such things as were necessary. 

And after three months we departed in a ship 
of Alexandria, which had wintered in the isle, 
whose sign was Castor and Pollux. 
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And when we came to Rome, the centurion 
delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard: 
but Paul was suffered to dwell by himself with a 
soldier that kept him. 

And it came to pass, that after three days Paul 
called the chief of the Jews together: and when 
they were come together, he said unto them, “‘ Men 
and brethren, though I have committed nothing 
against the people, or customs of our fathers, yet 
was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the 
hands of the Romans. Who, when they had 
examined me, would have let me go, because there 
was no cause of death in me. But when the Jews 
spake against it, J was constrained to appeal unto 
Cesar; not that I had aught to accuse my nation 
of. For this cause therefore have I called for you, 
to see you, and to speak with you: because that 
for the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain.” 

And they said unto him, “ We neither received 
letters out of Judea concerning thee, neither any 
of the brethren that came shewed or spake any 
harm of thee. But we desire to hear of thee what 
thou thinkest: for as concerning this sect, we 
know that every where it is spoken against.” 

And when they had appointed him a day, there 
came many to him into his lodging; to whom he 
expounded and testified the kingdom of God, 
persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of 
the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from 
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morning till evening. And some believed the 
things which were spoken, and some believed not. 

And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own 
hired house, and received all that came in unto 
him, preaching the kingdom of God, and teach- 
ing those things which concern the Lord Jesus 
Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding 
him, 


V. 


VISIONS FROM HEAVEN: “ THE REVELA- 
TION OF JESUS CHRIST BY HIS ANGEL 
UNTO HIS SERVANT JOHN.” 


58. A VIsIoN oF THE THRONE AND OF CHRIST AS 
THE LAMB THAT WAS SLAIN. 


BEHOLD, a door was opened in heaven: and the 
first voice which I heard was as it were of a 
trumpet talking with me; which said, ‘‘ Come up 
hither, and I will shew thee things which must be 
hereafter.” 

And immediately I was in the spirit: and, 
behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat 
on the throne. And before the throne there was a 
sea of glass like unto crystal. 

And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on 
the throne a book written within and on the back, 
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sealed with seven seals. And I saw a strong angel 
proclaiming with a loud voice, ““ Who is worthy to 
open the book, and to loose the seals thereof 2 ” 

And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under 
the earth, was able to open the book, neither to 
look thereon. And I wept much, because no man 
was found worthy to open and to read the book, 
neither to look thereon. 

And one of the elders saith unto me, “ Weep 
not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the 
Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, 
and to loose the seven seals thereof.” 

And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne, 
and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as 
it had been slain. And he came and took the book 
out of the right hand of him that sat upon the 
throne. And when he had taken the book, the 
four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, 
having every one of them harps, and golden vials 
full of odours, which are the prayers of saints. And 
they sung a new song, saying, “ Thou art worthy 
to take the book, and to open the seals thereof : 
for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God 
by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation; and hast made us unto our 
God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the 
earth.” 

And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many 
angels round about the throne : and the number of 
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them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and 
thousands of thousands ; saying with a loud voice, 
‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing.” And every 
creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, 
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, 
and all that are in them, heard I saying, “ Blessing, 
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever.” 


59. Tue MuLtTITuDES IN WHITE ROBES. 


After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, 
which no man could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in their hands; and cried with a 
loud voice, saying, “ Salvation to our God which 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.” 

And all the angels stood round about the throne, 
and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell 
before the throne on their faces and worshipped 
God, saying, “Amen: Blessing, and glory, and 
wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, 
and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. 
Amen.” 

And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, 
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‘“ What are these which are arrayed in white robes @ 
and whence came they ? ” 

And I said unto him, “ Sir, thou knowest.’’ 

And he said to me, “‘ These are they which came 
out of great tribulation, and have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of 
God, and serve him day and night in his temple : 
and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among 
them. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
any more; neither shall the sun light on them, 
nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst 
of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them 
unto living fountains of waters: and God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes.” 


60. Tue REIGN oF THE KING oF KINGS. 


And after these things I heard a great voice 
of much people in heaven, saying, “ Alleluia ; 
Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, 
unto the Lord our God: for true and righteous 
are his judgments.” And again they said, 
Alleluia.” 

And a voice came out of the throne, saying, 
“* Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that 
fear him, both small and great.”’ 

And I heard as it were the voice of a great 
multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as 
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the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, “ Alleluia : 
for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” 

And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white 
horse; and he that sat upon him was called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth 
judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame of 
fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he 
had a name written, that no man knew, but he 
himself. And the armies which were in heaven 
followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine 
linen, white and clean. And he hath on his vesture 
and on his thigh a name written, “KING OF 
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” 


61. THe NEw JERUSALEM. 


And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the 
first heaven and the first earth were passed away ; 
and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy 
city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 
heaven, prepared asa bride adorned for her husband. 

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, 
** Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, 
and God himself shall be with them, and be their 
God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain: for the former things are passed away.” 
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And he that sat upon the throne said, “‘ Behold, 
I make all things new.” And he said unto me, 
“Write: for these words are true and faithful.” 
And he said unto me, “It is done. I am Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give 
unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water 
of life freely. He that overcometh shall inherit 
all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be 
my son.” 

And there came unto me one of the seven angels 
, and talked with me. And he carried me away in 
the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed 
me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending 
out of heaven from God, having the glory of God: 
and her light was like unto a stone most precious, 
even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; having a 
wall great and high; having twelve gates, and at 
the gates twelve angels ; and names written thereon, 
which are the names of the twelve tribes of the 
children of Israel: on the east three gates; on 
the north three gates; on the south three gates ; 
and on the west three gates. 

And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every 
several gate was of one pearl: and the street of 
the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. 

And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 

And the city had no need of the sun, neither 
of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of 
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God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof. 

And the nations of them which are saved shall 
walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth 
do bring their glory and honour into it. And the 
gates of it shall not be shut at all by day : for there 
shall be no night there. And they shall bring the 
glory and honour of the nations into it. 

And there shall in no wise enter into it any 
thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are 
written in the Lamb’s. book of life. 


JESUS CHRIST THE same YESTERDAY, AND 
To-Day, AND For Ever. 
Unheard, because our ears are dull, 
Unseen, because our eyes are dim, 


He walks on earth, the Wonderful, 
And all good deeds are done to Him. 


“Lo, Iam with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.” 
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